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Foreword 


Comrade Kim Il Sung, a great thinker and theoretician and 
the originator of the immortal Juche ideology, regarded the land 
question as one of the fundamental guarantees for victory in the 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution in our country, 
and paid close attention to its solution. 

In the crucible of the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle he 
laid the historical roots of our agrarian revolution through the 
application of the great Juche idea. On this basis, after liberation 
he set forth a unique policy to solve the land problem and success- 
fully carried it into effect. Thus, he advanced a new theory for the 
solution of the land problem and set an example in this field. 

The respected and beloved leader Comrade Kim II Sung said 
as follows: 

“The solution of the land question acquired a particularly im- 
portant significance in our country which was a backward colonial 
agrarian country, with an overwhelming peasant majority” 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 137). 

In our country where the peasants made up the greater part 
of the population and agricultural production formed the basis of 
the national economy, the land question was fundamental to the 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution, and was a burn- 
ing question which had to be solved first and foremost. 

The agrarian reform in our country was a historic changeover 
which liquidated the landlord class, the political foothold for the 
imperialists’ colonial rule, and emancipated the peasantry from 
exploitation and enslavement by landlords, freeing the productive 
forces of agriculture from the fetters of feudal relations of produc- 
tion. 

The thoroughgoing agrarian reform gave a powerful impetus 
to the country’s political, economic and cultural development and 
created favourable conditions for socialist agricultural cooperation. 

Under the wise guidance of the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung the agrarian reform was carried out thoroughly in 
our country; it was set as the primary task in the stage of the dem- 
ocratic revolution and carried out on the principle of confiscating 
without compensation the land owned by the Japanese imperialists 
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and the landlords and all the leased-out land and distributing it 
free of charge to the peasants. As a result, the historic task of 
liquidating the landlords as a class, enabling the peasants to be- 
come true owners of the land and freeing the forces of production 
in agriculture from the feudal shackles, was creditably fulfilled at 
a stretch. 

Thanks to the intelligent guidance of the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung the historic task of the agrarian reform was completed 
most thoroughly in a very brief span of time in our country and 
rich experience accumulated in its course. 

Our achievements and experiences gained in the preparatory 
stage for the agrarian reform and in the course of carrying it out 
and consolidating and developing its successes, have great theorett- 
cal and practical significance in the struggle for the solution of the 
rural question. 


ho 


1. AGRARIAN REFORM IS THE PRIMARY TASK OF 
THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST, ANTI-FEUDAL, 
DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION 


The agrarian reform is a deep-going class struggle and a rev- 
olution of great historical significance to abolish the feudalistic 
relations of landownership and the tenancy system, completely 
free the peasant masses from feudalistic exploitation and slavery 
and free the agricultural productive forces from feudal fetters. 

Comrade Kim II Sung, the great revolutionary leader, deeply 
penetrated the urgent demand of the new historical stage and en- 
unciated the great idea that the agrarian reform constituted the 
basic content of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic rev- 
olution and the first and foremost revolutionary task. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“Agrarian reform is the task having top priority in solving 
the peasant and agricultural questions in the stage of the dem- 
ocratic revolution. Unless the agrarian question is solved correctly 
it is impossible to free the peasants from feudal exploitation and 
oppression and develop the productive forces in agriculture quick- 
ly” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 334). 

Here the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung taught that in the 
stage of the democratic revolution the agrarian reform was the 
primary revolutionary task to free the peasants from feudalistic 
exploitation and oppression and the agricultural productive forces 
from feudal fetters. 

The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung’s ingenious idea and 
theory which defines the agrarian reform as the principal rev- 
olutionary task in the stage of the democratic revolution, is based 
on the creative analysis of the position and significance of the 
agrarian question in the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic 
revolution under new historical conditions. 

The leader scientifically elucidated that under new, changed 
historical circumstances a colonial agrarian country usually goes 
through the stage of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic 
revolution, and advanced a new theory, strategy and tactics on 
this revolution. 

The basic task of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic 
revolution is to wipe out foreign imperialist aggressors and their 
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accomplices, the reactionary forces, achieve national independ- 
ence, liquidate the feudal force—the landlord class—that hinders 
the democratic development of the country, and thus emancipate 
the peasant masses comprising the overwhelming majority of the 
population from feudalistic exploitation and slavery, rapidly de- 
velop the agricultural productive forces and realize democratiza- 
tion in all the country’s political, economic and cultural life. 

To solve the agrarian question forms the basic aspect and the 
first revolutionary task in gaining complete national independence 
and democratizing the country after wiping out foreign imperialist 
aggressors and their accomplices—the reactionary forces. 


THE SOLUTION OF THE AGRARIAN QUESTION FORMS 
THE BASIC CONTENT OF THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST, 
ANTI-FEUDAL, DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION; IT WAS 
THE MOST URGENT REVOLUTIONARY TASK THAT 
FACED OUR PARTY AFTER LIBERATION 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung’s excellent idea and 
theory which defines the solution of the agrarian question as the 
basic content of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic rev- 
olution and the revolutionary task of top priority, holds an import- 
ant place in his new theory and strategy and tactics on the dem- 
ocratic revolution. 

Comrade Kim I] Sung, the great revolutionary leader, said: 

“After liberation, the solution of the land problem in the 
countryside was our most urgent revolutionary task. The feudal 
relations of landownership prevailing in our rural areas had not 
only shackled millions of peasants to feudal exploitation and 
slavery and restricted the development of the productive forces of 
agriculture, but also had impeded overall social progress. There- 
fore, the solution of the land problem was the basic content of the 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution” (Kim II Sung, 
Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. II, p. 284). 

In this teaching the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung scienti- 
fically expounded that only the correct solution of the agrarian 
question in the stage of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic 
revolution would make it possible to eliminate the remnant forces 
of imperialism and the feudal fetters and successiully carry out 
all the other tasks in the democratization of society. Thus he class- 
ically formulated the position and significance of the agrarian 
question in the stage of the democratic revolution. 

In correctly explaining the solution of the agrarian question 
as the main content of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic 
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revolution, the leader proceeded from a scientific analysis of the 
influence which the socio-economic relations—the feudalistic system 
of landownership—in the countries carrying out the anti-imperial- 
ist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution under new historical circum- 
stances would exert on all their political, economic and cultural 
spheres, and also of the social and economic bases of imperialist 
domination and feudalistic exploitation. 

The solution of the agrarian question forms the basic content 
of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution, because 
an agrarian reform aimed at putting an end to the feudalistic re- 
lations of landownership will make it possible to completely wipe 
out the chief targets of the democratic revolution—the foreign 
imperialist aggressors and their remnant forces and the landlord 
class, the reactionary force, which is in collusion with them, free 
the peasant masses making up the overwhelming majority of the 
population from colonial oppression and feudalistic exploitation, 
remove obstacles to the development of the country’s economy and 
pave the way to the development of its productive forces and the 
accelerated progress of society as a whole. 

The past socio-economic situation in our country affords ample 
proof that the solution of the agrarian question is a prerequisite 
to national economic development and general social progress. 

Our country was seized by the Japanese imperialists before it 
entered upon the capitalist path. 

Following their occupation of our country, the Japanese impe- 
rialists began with the barbaric colonial plunder of the rural econ- 
omy which was then the part and parcel of our economy. 

They seized immense tracts of land, the basic means of produc- 
tion in agriculture. At the same time, they maintained the feudalist- 
ic relations of landownership and system of exploitation which were 
of long standing in our country and used them as means of ex- 
ploitation and plunder. 

The Japanese imperialists perpetrated harsh exploitation in 
the form of farm rent and plundered food grain and industrial raw 
materials without investing a penny by keeping intact the feudal- 
istic system of exploitation in the countryside on the one hand and, 
on the other, made the landlord class their political foothold for co- 
lonial rule by maintaining the feudalistic relations of landowner- 
ship and protecting the interests of the landlords. As a consequence, 
our country was still a colonial, semi-feudal agrarian country when 
liberation came. 

At the close of Japanese imperialist rule, agriculture accounted 
for more than 70 per cent of the total population in our country 
and the value of agricultural production was far greater than that 
of industrial output. 


In 1943 the farming population was 8,150,000 or 74.5 per cent 
of the total working population of our country. This is enough to 
show the socio-economic conditions of our country as a colonial 
agrarian one. 

The feudalistic system of landownership impeded Korea’s so- 
cial progress, and Japanese imperialist colonial rule was respon- 
sible for the continued existence of that system. 

Therefore, in order to facilitate the democratic development 
of our country after liberation it was imperative to overthrow the 
colonial ruling machine of the Japanese imperialists and completely 
wipe out their remnant forces. To do so it was necessary, first of 
all, to get rid of the landlord class that had collaborated with the 
Japanese imperialists serving them as the political prop of colo- 
nial rule and engaged in feudalistic exploitation. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“The Japanese imperialists hindered the development of Ko- 
rea’s agriculture to the extreme. They pursued the policy of seizing 
vast lands of Korea from the first days of their occupation, ruined 
the peasant economy through feudalistic exploitation, destroyed 
even the rural handicraft economy and imposed a high rate of farm 
rent, miscellaneous taxes, usury and compulsory labour upon the 
peasants, placing them on the verge of starvation” (Kim I] Sung, 
Selected Writings, Korean ed., Vol. I, 1963, p. 145). 

As the respected and beloved leader Comrade Kim II Sung 
said, it was none other than the Japanese imperialists that most 
seriously hindered the development of our agriculture and the na- 
tional economy as a whole. 

As soon as they occupied Korea, the Japanese imperialists 
busily set about expropriating land, the basic means of agricultural 
production. Right after their occupation of Korea, they issued the 
“Decree on Land Survey” declaring the lands on which the feudal 
state organs, the Court and the royal tomb maintenance offices had 
had the right to taxation to be the “national lands” of Japan, and 
thus took them without compensation. Thus, 134,000 odd chongbo 
(1 chongbo=0.992 ha.—Tr.) of land formerly cultivated by the 
government post-stages and garrison forces was incorporated into 
the “national land’ and over 900,000 chongbo of diverse kinds of 
land including cultivated fields were placed under Japanese impe- 
rialism’s “state ownership” under the name of “uncultivated state- 
owned land”. . 

In the meantime, the “Oriental Development Co.” and other 
real estate corporations and “agriculturists” of Japan also took 
large tracts of land, and their land robbery increased daily. 

The land robbed by the “Oriental Development Co.” alone 
amounted to 11,000 chongbo in 1910, and in 1918 the figure sur- 
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passed 77,000. The lands taken by the Japanese “agriculturists” 
ae from 87,000 chongbo to more than 200,000 in the same 
eriod. 

’ The number of Japanese landlords in Korea swelled from 
some 2,000 to more than 10,000 in less than ten years. These marau- 
ders, hand and glove with the Korean landlords, exploited the peas- 
ants harshly in all parts of the country. 

The following table clearly illustrates the vicious land robbery 
of Japanese imperialists. 


The Number of Landowners (in 1937) 


Over 5 Over 10 | Over 20 | Over 50 |over iQ0lover 200 

chongbo | chongbo | chongbo | chongbo | chongbo| chongbo 
Koreans 106,162 30,332 12,701 1,571 385 49 
Japanese 6,901 3,504 2,958 749 561 181 
Total 113,063 33,836 15,659 2,320 946 230 


As the table shows, the majority of the petty and medium land- 
lords were Koreans and the majority of the big landlords with over 
100 chongbo were Japanese. In particular, the “Oriental Develop- 
ment Co.”, “Korean Industrial Co.”, “Korean Trust Co.” and other 
Japanese corporations owned from several thousand chongbo to 
over 200,000. The number of Japanese who held over 1,000 chongbo 
of land was 26. 

This tells that the Japanese were the biggest landlords in our 
country in the past and that the Japanese imperialists were the 
most vicious feudal exploiters. 

The Japanese imperialists, who were now colonial rulers and 
big landlords, maintained and consolidated the feudalistic system of 
exploitation which enabled them to get high farm rent with no 
investment; fnom the community of interests they defended the land- 
lord class and encouraged their exploitation and plunder. This was 
their basic policy towards the countryside. They levied miscella- 
neous taxes on the peasants and introduced various monopoly sys- 
tems, joint sales, forced delivery of farm produce, usury and forced 
labour, thus impoverishing the peasants’ life to the extreme and 
driving them to the verge of starvation. This greatly hindered the 
development of the productive forces in agriculture. 

Therefore, in order to eliminate the vicious aftereffects of Jap- 
anese imperialist rule in the stage of the anti-imperialist, anti- 
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feudal, democratic revolution, it was necessary not only to over- 
throw the colonial rule of the Japanese imperialists but also to con- 
fiscate their land which served as the economic foothold of their 
colonial rule, and the land of the Korean landlords who, in collabo- 
ration with the Japanese imperialists, sought to maintain the feu- 
dalistic system of landownership and exploitation, and turn these 
lands into the property of the peasants. This was the primary rev- 
olutionary task. 

To liberate the peasant masses comprising the overwhelming 
majority of the population in our country from colonial and feudal- 
istic exploitation and oppression and to realize their age-old aspira- 
tion, was the paramount, basic revolutionary task in the stage of 
the democratic revolution, which would inspire them to take an 
active part in the building of a new society and a new country. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung re- 
marked: 

“For a long period, the Korean peasants had suffered from 
feudal exploitation and were subjected to double or treble exploita- 
tion and oppression under Japanese imperialist rule, and they had 
led a life as miserable as that of serfs, eking out a bare subsistence 
in the grip of poverty and hunger. | 

“The most cherished desire of the peasantry was to own land 
and farm it for themselves” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. 
I, p. 40). 

In this teaching the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung clearly 
analysed the miserable lot of the Korean peasants in the past and 
their centuries-old desire, and expounded the idea that the deliver- 
ance of the peasantry from exploitation, oppression, poverty, hunger 
and the realization of their age-old desire formed the basic revolu- 
tionary task that had to be solved first in the stage of the demo- 
cratic revolution. 

Owing to the Japanese imperialist policy of seizing upon the 
land and maintaining and consolidating the feudalistic system of 
landownership, most of the land in our country passed into the 
hands of the Japanese imperialists and the landlords, and millions 
of toiling peasants were held in bondage, in semi-serfdom, to the 
landlords to be exploited and plundered. They were impoverished 
day by day and languished in the clutch of chronic hunger and 
poverty. This was due, above all, to the fact that they were without 
their own lands. 

In 1945 the landlords accounting for four per cent of the total 
farm households in the northern half held 58.2 per cent of the total 
area under plough, whereas the poor peasants who accounted for 
56.7 per cent of the total farm households owned only 5.4 per cent 
of the total crop area. 
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The following table shows the class differentiation of our peas- 


antry during Japanese imperialist rule. 


Statistics on Class Differentiation in the Countryside 
(The total farm households = 100) 


Owner- 
veur Owner Paneer Tenant 
farmers farmers 
farmers 
1914 22 | 42 36 
1942 18 25 57 


The peasants had no choice but to rent the landlords’ land 
to subsist, shackled to them in semi-serfdom, and they had to pay as 
farm rent over 60 per cent of the crops, sometimes 70-80 per cent. 

The Japanese-doctored figures in the following table will suf- 
fice to show how harsh exploitation was under the feudalistic sys- 


tem of landownership. 


The Volume of Rice Produced by Peasants of 
Various Strata, Their Share and Sales (in 1936) 


House- Produce Actual Salas 
holds % \(thousand | % share | 9% |(thousand | % 
(thousand som) 
(thousand) som) som) 
Owner | | 
546 19.5 6,045 |14.7 6,045 | 14.7 3,776 | 13.1 
farmers | ! 
= eee | ——— —, —_'— —- | 
Owner- | 
tenant i 738 24,3; 16,460 . 40.0; 10,833 | 26.3 7,767 | 270 
farmers, 
| 
en 1,594 18,615 7,445 863 
eae 199 53.8 F 45.3 ' 18.1 3.0 
i 
Landlords 105 2.4 | — os | 16,797 , 40.9; 16,361 |56.9 
eee ee — eames ee esl 
Total 2,983 | 400 41,120 | 100 | 41,120 | 100 28,767 14100 


1 som= 180.39 lit.—Tr. 


As the table shows, the landlords who accounted for only 2.4 
per cent of the total farm households and did not work at all for 
rice production held 40.9 per cent of the gross rice yields and 56.9 
per cent of sales, whereas the owner-tenant farmers and tenant 
farmers who produced 85.3 per cent of the total rice yields had only 
44.4 per cent of the produce and barely 30 per cent of sales. 

Thus, most of the grains and other farm produce turned out 
by the peasants were taken away in the forms of farm rent and 
miscellaneous taxes by the Japanese imperialists and the landlords 
who were in collaboration with them, and the peasants, suffering 
oF hard toil, eked out a meagre living with grass roots and tree 

arks. 

This shows that without abolishing the feudalistic system of 
landownership it is impossible to free the millions of peasants from 
exploitation and poverty and rouse them to the struggle for the 
building of a new country and a new society. 

The feudalistic system of landownership was the biggest ob- 
stacle to the development of the productive forces of Korea. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung pointed 
out: 

‘..only by carrying out agrarian reform is it possible to free 
the agricultural productive forces from their feudal fetters, develop 
them quickly and forcefully promote the rehabilitation and develop- 
ment of national industry and the whole of the national economy” 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 137). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I! Sung taught, liberating 
the agricultural productive forces from feudal fetters and rapidly 
developing them in a colonial agrarian country constitute a basic 
condition for, and a powerful impetus to, the development of the 
national economy as a whole. 

In the past the feudalistic system of landownership and re- 
lations of exploitation fettered the development of the agricultural 
productive forces and the whole of the national economy in our 
country. 

First of all, the feudalistic system of landownership barred the 
introduction of modern machine technology and the latest scientific 
achievements into agricultural production. This inevitably brought 
about stagnation and decline of the agricultural productive forces 
and technical backwardness. 

The introduction of modern machine technology and the latest 
scientific achievements into agricultural production required the 
corresponding transformation of existing production relations. This 
means that the introduction of modern machine technology and the 
latest scientific achievements conflicted with the old production 
relations based on landlordism and feudalistic exploitation. Such 
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introduction also clashed with the interests of the Japanese impe- 
rialists who were big landlords. Therefore, in order to maintain 
the feudalistic system of landownership which allowed them to 
squeeze out a large amount of farm rent most securely without any 
investments, the Japanese imperialists and the Korean landlords, 
their stooges, deliberately checked the introduction of modern ma- 
chine technology. They were only bent on seeking a way to exploit 
more by the old methods. The organization of the “irrigation as- 
sociation” was a typical example of this. 

After World War I the Japanese imperialists sought to solve 
the acute food problem at home through the plunder of Korea. To 
this end, they forcibly set up the “irrigation association” under 
the “increased rice production plan”. 

The Japanese imperialists formed “irrigation associations” by 
force of arms in the major plain areas of our country and dragged 
out peasants for forced labour in irrigation works. They forced the 
peasants to pay even the interest of the invested capital as well as 
the operating funds of the associations, expropriated numerous peas- 
ants from their lands on the pretext of preparing sites for irrigation 
works and waterways, imposed heavy water tax on them to further 
impoverish them and plundered them of a huge amount of rice 
every year. 

The “history of the irrigation associations” is indeed a history 
of mass bankruptcy and ruin for our peasants, a record of suffer- 
ings from hard labour written with their blood and tears. 

With the organization of the “irrigation associations” by the 
Japanese imperialists, more and more land of the Korean peasants 
passed into the hands of the former. Between 1920 and 1931, 82 
per cent of the total crop area coming under five “irrigation as- 
sociations” in North Cholla Province was concentrated in the 
hands of the Japanese landlords and real estate corporations, and 
countless farmers were reduced to tenant farmers or hired farm 
hands after they were deprived of their lands. 

All that the Japanese imperialists did was to create conditions 
for plundering more rice by converting part of the dry fields into 
paddies through the “irrigation associations’. They gave no 
thought to the introduction of modern machine technique into agri- 
cultural production. So, farm work was done as ever by primitive 
farm implements and the toil of the peasants. 

As is clear from this, the feudalistic system of landownership 
only led to intensified feudalistic exploitation and plunder; it was 
a serious obstacle to developing the agricultural productive forces 
through the introduction of modern machine technology and scienti- 
fic achievements into agriculture. 

Moreover, it fragmentized the peasant economy to the last 
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degree, making it impossible for the peasants to introduce modern 
machine technology for themselves. 

The table below clearly shows how much the peasant economy 
was fragmentized due to the. double or treble exploitation and 
plunder by the Japanese imperialists and the feudalistic Korean 
landlords, their accomplices. 


Farm Households and the Sizes of Their Lands (in 1938) 


Owner Owner- T ' | 
farmers tenant ener Total 
(house-| °% [farmers | %' farmers %' (house- % 
holds) (house- (house- holds) 

holds) holes) 


Less than 0.5 
163,353 | 14.8 | 284,160 | 25.8 654,157 | 59.4 1,101,670 {100 


chongbo 
0.5-1 

114,398 | 16.0 | 208,861 | 29.3 390,005 | 54.7 713,264 |100 
chongbo 
1-2 
chonabe 114,933 | 20.3 | 178,949 |31.6 271,735 | 48.1 565,617 |100 
oo 86,879 

6,879 | 27.8 | 94,291 1301. | 131,735 | 42.1 312,905 |100 
chongbo 
3-5 

47,177 | 34.7 | 38,278 | 28.1 50,653 | 37.2 136,108 | 100 
chongbo 
Over 5 

16,705 | 42.0 9,839 | 24.7 13,256 | 33.3 39,800 {100 
chongbo 
Total 543,445 |18.9 |814,378 | 28.4 | 1,511,541 |52.7 | 2,869,364 | 100 


Bc a 
The owner farmers include some 80,000 landlords who worked 
part of their land “by themselves”. 


This table tells that out of the total farm households numbering 
over 2,789,000 (about 80,000 landlord households excluded) more 
than 1,100,000 or 40 per cent cultivated less than 0.5 chongbo of 
land, and over 713,000 tilled 0.5-1 chongbo. 

In particular, of the total households of tenant farmers number- 
ing more than 1,511,000, over 654,000 tilled less than 0.5 chongbo 
of land, and some 390,000 cultivated 0.5-1 chongho. This is a 
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graphic illustration of the fragmentized state of our peasant eco- 
nomy in the past. 

This extreme fragmentization of the peasant economy implies 
that the overwhelming majority of the peasants were on the verge 
of starvation, unable to live on their farm produce alone, and 
had to work seasonally as hired labourers. 


It also tells that the severe “land famine” provided the land- 
lords with conditions for unrestricted exploitation of the peasants 
on more preposterous terms of tenancy and for threatening to 
divest them of the “tenant right” and thus reducing them to semi- 
serfdom. The fragmentization made it inconceivable for the peas- 
ants to take heed to the development of the agricultural productive 
forces and rendered it hard for them to keep the pot boiling. 


The colonial rule of the imperialists and the feudalistic land- 
lordism not only made it impossible to introduce modern machine 
technology into agriculture but also gradually replaced animal 
power including that of cattle with manpower provided by the 
toiling peasants in all processes of agricultural production. This 
held back the development of the productive forces and made back- 
ward techniques prevail. 

In the past, therefore, our peasants were even short of primitive 
farm implements. 

According to the data released by the “Government-General 
of Korea” in 1940, the number of farm implements owned by each 
of peasant households, excluding hired hands’ and fire-field tillers’ 
households, was 0.29 in traditional plough, 1.81 in hoe, 1.48 in 
sickle and 0.15 in long-handled spade. 

There was one improved plough for every 17 households and 
one treadle-thrashing-machine for every 19 households. These “‘im- 
proved farm implements” were owned by the very small number of 
the landlords, rich farmers and the “real estate corporations”. They 
were used as a means of exploiting the peasants. 

Our agriculture which had weak material and technical founda- 
tions was completely devastated due to the Japanese imperialists’ 
intensified plunder of the countryside for meeting the needs of their 
aggressive war and to the severe drought damage in 1939, and 
the peasants were plunged into the deepest distress. 

Between 1938 and 1943 alone, the sown area dwindled by more 
than 376,000 chongbo and grain output dropped from 45,940,000 
som to 27,910,000 som. 

Domestic animals also decreased rapidly: in north Korea alone 
from 1939 to 1945 the number of cattle shrank by 42 per cent, 
pigs—67 per cent, horses—37 per cent, and sheep—30 per cent. 

Thus, under Japanese imperialist rule our agriculture had a 
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deformed structure with stress on crop growing; animal husbandry 
accounted for only 5 per cent or so of farm production while crop 
growing held 90 per cent. 

As mentioned above, Japanese imperialist colonial rule and 
feudalistic exploitation and plunder based on the feudalistic land- 
lordism which was maintained and consolidated by the Japanese 
imperialists, subjected the peasant masses making up the over- 
whelming majority of the population to double or treble exploita- 
tion and oppression and plunged them into misery to suffer from 
hunger in rags. They also hindered the development of the produc- 
tive forces in agriculture which was the country’s principal econ- 
omic sector, thereby impeding the growth of the national economy 
as a whole. 

All these facts show that the agrarian reform constitutes the 
main content and the most urgent revolutionary task of the anti- 
imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution in the once backward 
colonial agrarian countries as ours, because it makes it possible to 
abolish the feudalistic system of landownership, free the peasant 
masses from feudalistic exploitation and semi-serfdom, develop the 
agricultural productive forces and thus greatly accelerate the resto- 
ration and development of the whole of the national economy. 


THE AGRARIAN REFORM WAS AN IMPORTANT TASK IN 
BUILDING THE NORTHERN HALF OF THE REPUBLIC 
AS A REVOLUTIONARY DEMOCRATIC BASE IN KEEPING 
WITH THE DEMANDS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION 
CREATED IN OUR COUNTRY AFTER LIBERATION 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung deeply grasped the 
revolutionary situation prevailing in our country after liberation 
and set the building of a democratic base as one of the Party’s 
basic political lines and its strategic task in the stage of the dem- 
ocratic revolution. 

In tackling this great work, the leader began by ensuring the 
solution of the agrarian question. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I! Sung said: 

“With the agrarian reform, our Party has embarked upon the 
great historic undertaking of converting north Korea into a firm 
democratic base for the reunification of the country. For the build- 
ing of a unified democratic Korea it is imperative to turn north 
Korea into a mighty democratic base politically, economically and 
culturally. This task cannot be accomplished unless the peasants, 
who comprise the absolute majority of our country’s population, are 
emancipated from the yoke of the landlords and our backward 
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agriculture is rapidly developed” (Kim II Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., 
Vol. I, pp. 36-37). 

In this teaching, the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung made 
clear that the prevailing revolutionary situation gave rise to the 
historic task of establishing a revolutionary democratic base in the 
northern half and that the struggle to carry out the task was started 
with the solution of the agrarian question. 

As the leader taught, the most important question on which 
depended the successful fulfilment of the historic task was to solve 
the agrarian question, emancipate the peasants comprising the 
vast majority of the population from feudalistic exploitation and 
slavery and open up the path to the rapid development of agri- 
culture. 

After liberation, the US imperialists occupied south Korea 
to replace the Japanese imperialists and thus faced us with a new 
erave difficulty preventing us from developing the revolution si- 
multaneously on a nationwide scale. This was why the establish- 
ment of a revolutionary democratic base posed itself as a historic 
cause for us. 

Clearly sizing up the revolutionary situation in our country 
after liberation, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung defined it 
as our Party’s basic political line to carry out democratic reforms 
in the northern half of the Republic with its favourable conditions 
and turn it into the springhead of our revolution and a powerful 
revolutionary democratic base. He then organized and led the 
struggle to carry out the political line. 

The agrarian reform was the most important task in the estab- 
lishment of a democratic base in the northern half of the Republic. 

The solution of the agrarian question is an important task 
in the establishment of a revolutionary democratic base, because 
it provides the basic conditions for freeing the broad peasant 
masses comprising the overwhelming majority of the population 
from feudalistic exploitation and slavery and thus consolidating the 
worker-peasant alliance, building up a strong main force of the 
revolution and laying a firm socio-political basis for the revolu- 
tionary development of the country. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“This alliance is the foundation for the solidarity of all the 
people and a decisive factor in the victory of the revolution” 
(Kim I] Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. II, p. 324). 

As the leader pointed out, the solid alliance between the work- 
ers and the peasants constituted the basis for uniting all the people 
into a monolithic political force and was a decisive factor in the 
victory of our revolution. 

Establishing a democratic base in the northern half of the 


15 


Republic means, first of all, uniting the entire people into a mono- 
lithic political force and thus laying a solid socio-political basis 
for the final victory of our revolution. 

Therefore, the correct solution of the agrarian question, which 
would emancipate the peasant masses from feudalistic exploitation 
and slavery and gratify their age-old desire, would make it possible 
to successfully carry out the important task of providing basic 
conditions for forming a firm worker-peasant alliance and thus 
uniting the entire people in the northern half into a single political 
force and of securing a decisive guarantee of victory in the rev- 
olution by rallying the peasantry as well as the working class 
around the Party and firmly building up the main force of the 
revolution. 

This shows that the solution of the agrarian question occupied 
a very important place in carrying out the historic undertaking of 
establishing the revolutionary democratic base. 

The solution of the agrarian question was also important in 
the establishment of the revolutionary democratic base because it 
provided the basic conditions for freeing the agricultural productive 
forces from feudal fetters and developing them rapidly and thus 
powerfully stimulating the development of the national economy 
as a whole and laying a firm economic foundation for the building 
of an independent, sovereign state. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung pointed 
out: 

“Unless an agrarian reform is carried out, it will be impossible 
to rehabilitate and develop agriculture and build an independent, 
sovereign and democratic state” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., 
Vol. I, p. 28). 

The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung expounded in this 
teaching the idea that the agrarian reform was an important task to 
remove the economic foothold of the reactionary forces, expedite 
the rehabilitation and development of agriculture and, at the same 
time, greatly promote the development of the national economy as a 
whole so as to lay the economic foundation of an independent and 
sovereign democratic state. 

In order to successfully carry out the historic task of establish- 
ing the revolutionary democratic base, it was necessary to wage a 
struggle to abolish the economic foothold of the reactionary forces 
and build up a material foundation for an independent and sov- 
ereign democratic state. This was essential for the revolutionary 
democratic base with its great economic force as well as political 
force to fulfil its historical mission with credit. For this, it was 
imperative to create basic conditions for accelerating the develop- 
ment of the national economy as a whole through rapid rehabilita- 
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tion and development of agriculture which formed the basis of the 
economy and was severely damaged. The solution of the agrarian 
question, therefore, presented itself as the most important task in 
the establishment of the revolutionary democratic base and in the 
creation of the material foundation for building an independent and 
sovereign democratic state. 

The solution of the agrarian question would lay the basis for 
eliminating the mediaeval backwardness in culture, customs and 
all the other fields in the countryside and thus make it possible to 
promote the democratization of society. This was another reason 
why it was an important task in the establishment of the democratic 
base. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

«in the countryside it abolished the feudal relations of land- 
ownership and made the peasants who tilled the land its owners, 
thereby freeing the productive forces of agriculture from the old 
feudal fetters and laying the solid foundation for eliminating the 
mediaeval backwardness in the methods of farming, culture, cust- 
oms and in all other spheres in the Korean rural areas” (ibid., p. 228). 

In this teaching, the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung ex- 
plained that for the revolutionary democratic base to successfully 
fulfil its mission, it was necessary to effect complete democratiza- 
tion in the sphere of cultural development as well as in the political 
and economic fields and lay the foundation for the building of a 
democratic national culture. 

In cultural development, the mediaeval backwardness in tech- 
nology, culture, customs and all the other spheres in the rural 
areas should be wiped out first of all. The agrarian reform played 
a tremendous role in laying the solid material basis for removing 
a mediaeval backwardness from all spheres of life in the country- 
side. 

Culture as a form of social consciousness depends on the socio- 
economic conditions in its development and its substance changes 
according to these conditions. When the agrarian reform is carried 
out and agriculture emancipated from feudal fetters for free de- 
velopment, the benefits of modern civilization are extended without 
restriction to the rural areas and an avenue is opened up for the 
democratization of education, culture, health services and other 
fields which is prerequisite for the development of national culture 
and the revamping of customs. 

As is clear from this, the agrarian reform assumed importance 
in carrying out the task of establishing the revolutionary demo- 
cratic base in all spheres of politics, the economy and cultural 
development. 

The socio-economic relations in our country after liberation 
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raised it as a historic task to solve the agrarian question in the 
stage of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution 
and thus wipe out all the foreign aggressive forces and the domes- 
tic reactionary forces allied with them and facilitate the country’s 
development along democratic lines. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

‘The immediate objects of our struggle are the lackeys of 
imperialism who are at pains to reintroduce the imperialist forces, 
and the feudal forces—that is, the landlords—that have allied them- 
selves with them’” (édid., p. 7). 

He added: 

“At present the feudal system of tenancy constitutes the econ- 
omic basis of the reactionary forces. The landlords seek to preserve 
this system and are opposed to any type of democratic reform” 
(ibid., p. 28). 

In these classic propositions the respected and beloved leader 
Comrade Kim I] Sung, applying the great Juche idea, gave a scien- 
tific exposition of the strategic task to be carried out by backward 
colonial agrarian countries in the stage of the anti-imperialist, anti- 
feudal, democratic revolution. 

In countries which, like ours, were formerly colonial agrarian 
countries, the immediate objects of struggle are the traitors to the 
nation and the lackeys of imperialism who are trying to reestablish 
imperialist influence, and the feudal landlords who are hand in 
glove with them. The landlord class that has allied itself with the 
foreign imperialist forces relies on the feudalistic tenancy system 
as its economic foothold and is opposed to any type of democratic 
reform in its effort to preserve that system. 

Therefore, the complete liquidation after liberation of imperial- 
ism and its remnant forces and the landlord class—a reactionary 
feudal forcee—was an important task to be carried out in the stage 
of the democratic revolution, as it would facilitate the country’s 
democratic development and provide favourable conditions for the 
future development of the revolution. 

All these facts show that the solution of the agrarian question 
constitutes the basic content of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, 
democratic revolution and a revolutionary task having top priority. 

They also show that it is a task of prime importance in carrying 
out the historic undertaking of establishing the revolutionary dem- 
ocratic base, the headspring and operational base for winning na- 
tionwide victory in the revolution, in those countries whose ter- 
ritories are divided and where it is impossible to carry out the 
revolution on a nationwide scale. 
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2. PRECONDITIONS PROVIDED BY THE GREAT 
REVOLUTIONARY LEADER COMRADE 
KIM IL SUNG FOR THE AGRARIAN 
REVOLUTION IN OUR COUNTRY 


After analysing and summing up the historical experience of 
the revolution and construction work, the great leader Comrade 
Kim I] Sung pointed to the need to prepare adequate conditions for 
the agrarian reform as a deep-going class struggle. Then he per- 
sonally organized and directed the preparatory work for the 
agrarian reform in our country, providing adequate preconditions 
for its enforcement. 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim Il Sung said: 

‘it was important for the agrarian reform to create adequate 
prerequisites for depriving the landlords of their land” (Kim Il Sung, 
Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 336). 


As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung taught, the agrarian 
reform involving a deep-going change in socio-economic relations 
can be successfully carried out, like all other social revolutions, 
only when adequate prerequisites are created and full preparations 
made for its enforcement. 


The creation of all such prerequisites is imperative for the 
smooth progress of the deep-going class struggle to liquidate the 
landlord class and the consolidation and development of its results. 

From the outset of his revolutionary activities, the great leader 
Comrade Kim I] Sung worked heart and soul to create prerequi- 
sites for the agrarian revolution along with those for the solution 
of all other problems facing the Korean revolution. 


The historical experience of the agrarian revolution in our 
country shows that the most important prerequisites for it are: deep 
historical roots of the Party’s agricultural programme, the establish- 
ment of a genuinely people’s power, the existence of such instru- 
ments of dictatorship as the revolutionary armed forces, security 
organs, judicial and public procurator’s bodies placed in the hands 
of the people, deep roots of the Party among the workers, the main 
class of the revolution, its steady control over them and energetic 
organization and mobilization of them to the agrarian revolution, 
rousing the class consciousness of the peasant masses, uniting them 
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in organizations, tempering them through practical struggle and 
fully preparing them politically and ideologically so as to make 
them rise willingly in the struggle to deprive the landlords of their 


land. 


THE HISTORICAL ROOTS OF OUR PARTY'S AGRICULTURAL 
PROGRAMME PREPARED BY THE GREAT REVOLUTIONARY 
LEADER COMRADE KIM IL SUNG IN THE FLAMES OF 
THE ANTI-JAPANESE REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE 
ARE THE ESSENTIAL PREREQUISITES FOR THE 
AGRARIAN REVOLUTION IN OUR COUNTRY 
AFTER LIBERATION 


From the first days of his revolutionary struggle, the great 
leader Comrade Kim I] Sung directed deep concern to the solution 
of the peasant question and the agricultural question, He conceived 
the revolutionary principles and ways for the solution of the 
agrarian question and applied them to practice. In this way, he 
formulated an original theory concerning the solution of the 
agrarian problem in the stage of the democratic revolution. 

Already in the early 1930’s the great revolutionary leader 
Comrade Kim II Sung stressed the need to satisfy the Korean poor 
peasants’ dearest desire for land. To this end, he advanced the idea 
that when a people’s government would be set up in the land oi 
Korea and the entire people would embark on a new life, the gov- 
ernment should gratify first of all this cherished desire of the peas- 
ants who made up the greater part of the country’s population. 

In the spring of 1935, the respected and beloved leader Comrade 
Kim IJ] Sung earnestly told the peasants in the guerrilla bases that 
when Korea would be liberated, all land would go to the tillers and 
that they would live happily as owners of land, as masters of the 
country. 

In the early period of his revolutionary activities the great 
leader Comrade Kim II Sung put forward the original idea that the 
solution of the agrarian problem was essential in the anti-imperial- 
ist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution and that it should be settled 
on the principle of making the peasants owners oi land and masters 
of the country. 

After making an overall analysis of the influence the socio- 
economic relations and feudalistic landownership exerted on the 
political, economic, cultural and other spheres of our country under 
Japanese imperialist rule, and of the political and economic 
footholds of imperialist colonial rule and the feudalistic exploiting 
system, the leader laid down the revolutionary principle of “Land 
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to the tillers!” for the solution of the agrarian problem. He even 
clearly indicated the ways to simultaneously fulfil the task of 
eliminating the landlord class through confiscation and distribution 
of land without compensation and the task of making the peasants 
masters of the land. 


Thus, in the flames of the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle 
the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung put forward the well-knit 
theory on the solution of the agrarian question, one of the most dif- 
ficult and intricate problems, and applied it to the revolutionary 
practice. 


Even in the crucible of the hard-fought anti-Japanese armed 
struggle unprecedented in history he set it as the primary task to 
settle the problem of land in the guerrilla bases or liberated areas 
and carried it out in a revolutionary way, As a result, for the first 
time in.our history, the peasants’ centuries-old desire to farm their 
own land was materialized. 


Guided by the leader’s original idea and theory on the solution 
of the agrarian problem, the people’s revolutionary government, a 
new type of government, organized the “preparatory committees 
for the agrarian reform” in the vast guerrilla bases in east Man- 
churia and universally enforced a revolutionary agrarian reform to 
confiscate without compensation the lands of the Japanese imperial- 
ists, pro-Japanese landlords and traitors to the nation and distri- 
bute them free to the tillers. 

Here, the land was distributed evenly to the peasant families in 
proportion to the number of work hands. To be more exact, men 
aged from 15 to 50 and women from 15 to 40 were defined as fit 
for work and the land was divided among the peasant households 
according to their number, thus giving effect to the principle of pro- 
portionate distribution of the conliscated land. 

In addition, a strict class principle was observed in the distri- 
bution of land. After grading the confiscated lands, the best lots 
were divided among the hired hands, poor peasants, bereaved fa- 
mily members and dependents of guerrillas, and the rest among 
other farming population. 

As a result, many landless or land-short peasants became 
genuine owners of.land and masters of power for the first time in 
their life. In Tungchu District of Santaowan, Yenchi County, an 
average of 4,800 pyong (1 pyong=3.306 sq. m.—Tr.) of land went 
to each peasant household. 

Through the agrarian reform in the guerrilla bases, not only the 
land but other properties of the landlords such as draught animals, 
farm implements and various facilities for agricultural production 
were confiscated simultaneously, so that they would be turned to 
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good account in agricultural production. And all the liabilities of 
the peasants to the landlords were cancelled. 

As can be seen from this, the agrarian reform enforced in the 
guerrilla bases was revolutionary through and through, and it 
furnished an example of the agrarian revolution in the stage of the 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution. Thus it greatly 
contributed to the Marxist-Leninist theory concerning the solution 
of the agrarian question. 

Basing himself on the rich practical experience of the agrarian 
reform which he had conceived from the early days of his revolu- 
lionary activities and carried out in the guerrilla bases during the 
anti-Japanese armed struggle, the great leader Comrade 
Kim I] Sung formulated in the Ten-Point Programme of the Asso- 
ciation for the Restoration of the Fatherland the revolutionary prin- 
ciples and ways for the solution of the agrarian problem in the 
stage of the democratic revolution and thus hardened the historical 
roots of our Party’s agricultural programme. 

From the early days of his revolutionary activities when he 
was paving the way for the Korean revolution, the great revolu- 
tionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung personally went deep among 
the peasant masses, roused their class consciousness, rallied them 
in organizations and thus revolutionized them and led them to rise 
in the struggle against Japanese imperialism and the landlord 
class. Thus, he established the brilliant traditions of the revolution- 
ary peasant movement in our country. 

While directing the Inaugural Meeting of the Wuchiatzu Peas- 
ant Union in the autumn of 1930 to form a revolutionary organiza- 
tion of the peasants in the Wuchiatzu area whom he had enlightened 
and organizationally united, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung 
taught the peasants that the struggle was the only way to survive 
and restore the homeland and that if they united their strength and 
rose as one they would be fully able to beat back any enemy. He 
added that if they wanted to unite themselves they should have an 
organization, and that the aim of the formation of the Peasant 
Union was to strengthen unity. 

Already at that time, the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung 
gave most correct answers to all problems arising in the revolu- 
tionary peasant movement including those concerning the chara- 
cter and fighting goal of the revolutionary peasant organization 
and the ways to unite the peasants in a revolutionary organization. 

In the early 1930’s when Japanese imperialism’s fascist repres- 
sion reached its height, the leader, in spite of the enemy’s close 
watch, went deep among the broad peasant masses in the vast 
areas of northeast China including Chialun, Kuyushu and Wu- 
chiatzu. There, he awakened the class consciousness of the peasants, 
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united them in organizations and worked tirelessly to revolutionize 
them through practical struggles against Japanese imperialism 
and the landlord class. 

The leader created the pattern of a revolutionary peasant or- 
ganization in Wuchiatzu and generalized it in the vast rural areas, 
thus opening up a new historical era of the peasant movement in 
our country. 

For the first time in our history, the leader created the proto- 
type of a revolutionary peasant organization which combined 
theory with practice and correctly linked the cause of national 
liberation with the class interests of the peasants. By his practical 
example, he established the brilliant traditions of the revolutionary 
peasant movement in our country. 

It was in the course of the glorious anti-Japanese revolutionary 
struggle organized and led by the great revolutionary leader 
Comrade Kim Il Sung that our Party’s brilliant revolutionary tradi- 
tions were built up, the historical roots of its agricultural program- 
me laid and a newera of the revolutionary peasant movement 
ushered in. 

‘Because of our Party’s brilliant revolutionary traditions esta- 
blished in the course of the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle, it 
was possible to found the Party, the general staff of the revolution, 
and establish as weapons of revolution the people’s power, strong 
working people’s organizations, revolutionary armed forces, peo- 
ple’s security organs and judicial and public procurator’s bodies 
as soon as the country was liberated, and to wage a great revolu- 
tionary struggle for the independence of the country on democratic 
lines. 

The historical roots of our Party’s agricultural programme and 
the traditions of the revolutionary peasant movement which had 
been prepared by the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung during the 
anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle, afforded the surest guarantee 
for waging a successful struggle to solve the agrarian problem from 
immediately after liberation. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW TYPE OF PEOPLE'S 
GOVERNMENT, REVOLUTIONARY ARMY, SECURITY 
ORGANS AND OTHER POWER ORGANS BY THE GREAT 
REVOLUTIONARY LEADER COMRADE KIM IL SUNG 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“Historical experience shows that no class can enforce pro- 
gressive reforms without organs of power strong enough to suppress 
the resistance of the hostile classes. Agrarian revolution also needs 
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organs of power such as the people’s government, armed forces and 
security organizations capable of exercising dictatorship over the 
landlords and other reactionaries” (é5id., p. 336). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung pointed out, an im- 
portant prerequisite for the enforcement of the agrarian reforim is to 
organize the apparatuses of dictatorship such as the people’s gov- 
ernment, revolutionary armed forces, security organizations and 
judicial and public procurator’s offices—the organs of power strong 
enough to suppress the resistance of the hostile forces—and to place 
them in the hands of the people themselves. 

Every progressive socio-economic reform is bound to face the 
resistance of the hostile forces in one way or another. It cannot be 
carried to success without thoroughly suppressing this resistance. 

In order to put down the resistance of the hostile forces, it is 
essential to place the powerful means of dictatorship in the hands of 
the people themselves, while firmly building up the revolutionary 
forces. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung, drawing on the his- 
torical experience of his protracted revolutionary activities, gave a 
scientific exposition of the need to create the weapon of dictator- 
ship, the means of suppression, over the counterrevolution in pre- 
paration for the successful enforcement of the agrarian reform 
after liberation. To do so, he pointed out, it was necessary to esta- 
blish the organs of power such as the people’s government, revolu- 
tionary armed forces, popular security organs and judicial and 
public procurator’s agencies and make the workers and peasants 
assume tight control of them under the leadership of the Party. 

The agrarian revolution is a deep-going class struggle to 
abolish the feudalistic exploiting system and strip the reactionary 
forces of their economic foothold by seizing the land which was the 
economic basis of the landlord class, a reactionary force that con- 
stituted the politico-economic foundation of colonial rule, and dis- 
tributing it among the peasants. 

Hence the agrarian revolution encounters the resistance of the 
landlords and other reactionary forces, and it can emerge victori- 
ous only when this resistance is thoroughly repressed. 


If we merely promulgate an agrarian reform law without pre- 
paring such revolutionary force, we cannot hope for the victory of 
the agrarian revolution, nor can we preserve and consolidate its 
success, even in case it is brought to victory. 

After his triumphal return home, the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung lost no time to found the Party and applied himself 
wholly to creating the prerequisites for the agrarian revolution 
such as building the people’s power and revolutionary armed forces. 

In his historic speech, On Building the Party, State and Armed 
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Forces in the Liberated Homeland, delivered to military and polit- 
ical cadres, on August 20, 1945, the leader advanced the pol: 
icies of building the Party, the general staff of the revolution, 
the people’s government and the revolutionary armed forces, 
and the concrete ways to carry them out. They served as the es- 
sential guideline in successfully carrying out this difficult and vast 
work. The splendid fulfilment of the three major tasks set forth by 
the leader for the building of a new Korea—the tasks of building 
the Party, the state and the army—represented, at the same time, 
the course of creating adequate prerequisites for the agrarian rev- 
olution in our country. 

The Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea (PPCNK) 
set up in accordance with the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung’s 
line of building power, was a genuinely people’s power which served 
as a powerful weapon in carrying out the agrarian revolution and 
consolidating its results. 

The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung who set the question of 
power as the fundamental question in the revolution vigorously 
carried on the work of establishing the people’s power without delay 
after liberation. Making a scientific analysis of the character and 
tasks of our revolution, he advanced the only correct policy of build- 
ing up power and personally organized and led the struggle to put 
it into effect. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“we should see to it that our people’s government, under the 
leadership of the working-class party, rally around itself as closely 
as possible the workers, peasants and all other patriotic, democratic 
forces affiliated with the democratic national united front, isolate 
all the counterrevolutionary forces such as the pro-Japanese ele- 
ments, traitors to the nation, reactionary landlords and comprador 
capitalists and serve as a powerful weapon for the class struggle 
against them” (On Building the Party, State and Armed Forces in the Lib- 
erated Homeland, Eng. ed., p. 14). 

In this teaching, the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung put 
in concrete terms the line of building the people’s revolutionary 
government, which he had worked out in the period of the anti-Jap- 
anese armed struggle, in keeping with the requirements of the rev- 
olutionary situation created after liberation, and gave comprehen- 
sive answers to all probiems arising in the building of power in the 
stage of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution. 

In our country, which had long remained a colonial, semi-feudal 
society with its capitalist development held up due to the mediaeval, 
colonial rule of Japanese imperialism, a people’s government that 
would serve as a powerful weapon in carrying out the tasks of the 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution, ‘should be esta- 
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blished by relying on the democratic national united front embrac- 
ing various strata of the democratic forces based on the worker- 
peasant alliance under the leadership of the working-class party. 
This government had to serve as a powerful weapon of the class 
struggle to completely isolate and oppose all the reactionary forces 
such as the pro-Japanese elements, traitors to the nation, landlords 
and comprador capitalists by rallying all the patriotic, democratic 
forces around itself as closely as possible. 

Stressing that the government to be set up in our country after 
liberation should assume the form of a democratic people’s republic, 
the leader personally organized and led the struggle of the people 
to form a genuinely people’s government by themselves first in the 
northern half of the country in conformity with the requirements 
of the then prevailing complex situation, 

In order to establish a genuinely people’s government of an 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal nature in view of the character and 
tasks of our revolution, we had first to form a democratic national 
united front embracing the patriotic, democratic forces of all walks 
of life, except the reactionary forces such as the pro-Japanese ele- 
ments, traitors to the nation, landlords and comprador capitalists. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung pointed 
out: 

‘In order to oppose the remnant forces of imperialism and the 
feudal forces and complete the democratic revolution, a Democratic 
People’s Republic, a people’s power led by the working class, must 
be built by forming a democratic united front of which the working 
class is the core and which embraces the broad sections of the 
peasantry and patriotic intellectuals, and even the national capital- 
ists who have a national conscience’ (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. 
ed., Vol. I, p. 7). 

In this teaching the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung made 
it clear that only when a broad-based democratic national united 
front embracing the intellectuals, small-propertied classes and even 
conscientious non-comprador capitalists, is formed on the basis of 
the worker-peasant alliance led by the working class and a people’s 
government is established in reliance on it, is it possible to secure 
the firm leadership of the working class over the people’s govern- 
ment and lay the solid mass foundation of this government. 

Since the working class is the leading class in the anti-imperi- 
alist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution, the people’s government, a 
weapon of this revolution, should and must be led by the working 
class. And it can display its might as the weapon of the revolution 
and satisfactorily perform its functions and role only when it has 
its political foothold in the broad sections of the patriotic, demo- 
cratic forces that can fight against the lackeys of imperialism who 
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try to implant its influence again and against its accomplices, the 
feudal force—the landlord class. 

The great leader Comrade Kim H Sung worked energetically to 
form a democratic national united front prior to the establishment 
of a government. 

The united front policy of the Party assumes great importance 
in building up the auxiliary forces which cannot claim to be the 
main revolutionary force, but, in concert with this force, can deal a 
heavy blow to the enemy, and in laying the mass foundation of the 
revolution. Accordingly, this policy does not simply aim for tem- 
porary coalition or alliance nor for tactical unity of action, but con- 
stitutes a strategic line that must be consistently followed to carry 
out the Party’s political line in the given stage of the revolution. 

The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung laid down a scientific 
united front policy by drawing on the rich practical experience he 
had accumulated in the course of the anti-Japanese revolutionary 
struggle. 

Our Party’s principle consistently followed in forming the 
united front was: first, to maintain its own identity even when 
cooperating with other political parties and organizations, play a 
positive and active leadership role at all times and thus become 
the pioneer-organizer who leads the popular masses of various 
strata; secondly, to adhere strictly to the principle of struggling 
while uniting with them in the united front, thereby steadily 
heightening the political awareness of the working masses and 
overcoming the vacillating nature of the non-comprador capitalists 
and other inconsistent strata. 

The basic line our Party followed in forming the united front 
was to strengthen the rank-and-file unity for winning over the 
masses of various strata and, on this basis, consolidate the top- 
level unity while steadily increasing the leadership role of the main 
force of the revolution. 

As the correct united front policy of our Party set forth by 
the leader was excellently carried out under his wise leadership, 
we could successfully prevent the manoeuvres of the reactionary 
forces that raised their heads from right after liberation, achieve 
the firm unity and cohesion of the patriotic, democratic forces of 
various strata in the northern half, ensure the leading role of the 
working class in the revolution and lay the solid mass foundation 
of our revolution. 

This meant that the socio-political foundations had been 
prepared for establishing a powerful people’s government on a 
solid mass basis and assuring the creditable performance of its 
functions and role as a weapon of the revolution. The establishment 
of the PPCNK in February 1946 signified a big advance in the 
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implementation of our Party’s political line and a brilliant victory 
of its united front policy; it actually meant the completion of the 
work for the formation of a democratic national united front in the 
northern half and the laying of the firm foundation for the building 
of a unified Democratic People’s Republic in the future. 

The PPCNK established by the people themselves under the 
wise guidance of the leader through an acute class struggle to 
decide “who beats whom,” lost no time upon its birth to perform 
its functions and role as a powerful weapon of the revolution in 
bringing about great revolutionary changes. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim Il Sung said: 

“The Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea perform- 
ed the functions of the people’s democratic dictatorship; it was 
a people’s power that relied on a democratic national united front 
embracing the broad anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic forces 
based on the worker-peasant alliance led by the working class. The 
basic task confronting this government was that of putting into 
effect the Ten-Point Programme of the Association for the Restora- 
tion of the Fatherland and the Twenty-Point Platform, thus carrying 
out the tasks of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolu- 
tion and building the revolutionary democratic base in the northern 
half’? (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, pp. 136-37). 

In this teaching, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung clas- 
sically explained the popular character and functions of the 
PPCNK and the basic duty and tasks of the government and, on 
this basis, gave a scientific, theoretical answer as to what type of 
government the people’s power should be that could carry out a 
progressive social change like the agrarian revolution. 


In spite of its provisional character, the PPCNK was able 
to serve aS a weapon powerful enough to bring about such a great 
social change as the agrarian reform. This was due, above all, to 
the fact that as a genuinely people’s power of a new type this gov- 
ernment had a series of characteristic features completely distin- 
guishing it from old types of governments, 


First, it was a genuinely people’s power established by the 
masses of the people themselves on an entirely new basis after 
smashing the colonial ruling machine by revolutionary violence. 

Therefore, this government firmly defended the interests of the 
people, worked for their freedom and welfare, maintained blood ties 
with the popular masses, relied on them in its activities and thus 
enjoyed their undivided support. 

Secondly, this government struck deep roots among the broad 
popular masses, enlisting them in all its activities. 

The PPCNK was a government which rested on the democratic 


28 


national united front embracing the democratic forces of various 
strata based on the worker-peasant alliance led by the working 
class. It widely enlisted the popular masses from all walks of life 
in its activities through the medium of all types of organizations, 
had a solid mass foundation, planted deep roots among the people 
aud eppee the revolutionary work method and popular style of 
work. 

Thirdly, this government was a people’s government with 
solid independence, which firmly established Juche and displayed 
the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance in all spheres of its act- 
ivities. 

The PPCNK did not stick to the existing formulas and others’ 
experience or rely on outside forces. As the materialization in the 
liberated homeland of the line of establishing a people’s revolution- 
ary government, a line expounded for the first time in history by 
the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung, this government firmly 
maintained independence in all fields of politics, the economy, 
culture, military affairs and foreign relations by conducting all its 
activities in conformity with the specific conditions of our country 
and OVINE all state affairs on the strength of the masses of the 
people. 

All these characteristic features of the PPCNK, a new type 
of people’s power embodying in itself the great leader Comrade 
Kim I] Sung’s original line of establishing a people’s revolution- 
ary government, enabled it to serve as ai powerful weapon of the 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution whose main 
content was to solve the agrarian question. 


Another reason why the PPCNK served as a weapon of the 
agrarian revolution, was that this government effectively exercised 
the people’s democratic dictatorship, a new type of dictatorship. 

Concerning the people’s democratic dictatorship, the great 
revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“Our people’s power exercises dictatorship over the landlords, 
comprador capitalists, pro-Japanese and pro-U.S, elements and 
{raitors to the nation who are stooges of imperialism and implant 
its influence, and exercises democracy as far as the people are 
concerned” (Kim I] Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. I, p. 351). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung gave a scientific 
account of it, the people’s democratic dictatorship is quite a new 
type of dictatorship that exercises stringent dictatorship over the 
landlords, comprador capitalists, pro-Japanese and pro-US ele- 
ments and traitors to the nation who are a handful of imperialist 
stooges and implant its influence, and exercises genuine democra- 
cy over the working masses, including the workers, peasants and 


29 


working intellectuals, and the small-propertied classes and me- 
dium and small traders and manufacturers. 

The people’s democratic dictatorship discharged the function 
of repressing and liquidating the main targets of the anti-imperial- 
ist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution, while exercising democracy 
over the broad masses of the people, the motive power of this rev- 
olution, championing their interests and pushing ahead with the 
revolutionary tasks. 

This shows that the people’s democratic dictatorship differs 
fundamentally from the bourgeois dictatorship and, at the same 
lime, is not exactly the same as the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

The bourgeois dictatorship exercises dictatorship over the 
broad masses of the exploited people in order to protect the inte- 
rests of the exploiting classes including the handful of landlords 
and capitalists and provide them with democracy. 

The dictatorship of the proletariat exercises dictatorship over 
the exploiting classes as a whole such as the landlords and capi- 
talists in order to defend the interests of the workers, peasants and 
other working people and ensure democracy for them. Unlike this 
dictatorship, the people’s democratic dictatorship did not exercise 
dictatorship over the exploiting classes at large, but exercised 
democracy even over the non-comprador capitalists who could 
become a motive force of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, demo- 
cratic revolution. 

Discharging the function of this people’s democratic dictator- 
ship of a new type, the PPCNK confiscated all the means of pro- 
duction and properties owned by the landlords, comprador capi- 
talists, pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the nation who were 
targets of the dictatorship, and deprived those branded as pro- 
Japanese elements and traitors to the nation even of their right to 
elect and thoroughly suppressed all the reactionary forces resist- 
ing the government. 

Thus, the people’s democratic dictatorship exercised by the 
PPCNK fully satisfied the fundamental demands of the anti-impe- 
rialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution, splendidly discharging 
the function of thoroughly suppressing and liquidating the reac- 
tionary forces which impeded the democratic development of the 
country, by relying on the democratic national united front embrac- 
ing the broad sections of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic 
forces. 

The PPCNK set it as its primary task to confiscate the land of 
the Japanese imperialists, traitors to the nation and Korean land- 
lords, distribute it free to the tillers and nationalize the forests, and 
conducted its activities to fulfil this task. 

The establishment of the PPCNK by the people themselves in 
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accord with the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung’s line of build- 
ing a people’s government, provided an important prerequisite for 
the agrarian revolution. 

For the PPCNK to properly perform the function of the peo- 
ple’s democratic dictatorship as a genuinely people’s power, it had 
to have organs of revolutionary violence which could put down the 
resistance of the reactionary forces by violence. 

Hence, it was urgent to create the means of violence which 
could successfully repress the reactionary forces. This necessitated 
the building of the revolutionary armed forces, security organs, 
judicial and public procurator’s offices that would ensure the acti- 
vities of the people’s power organs. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“We cannot carry out the agrarian reform simply by issuing an 
ordinance to the effect that landlords with more than five chongbo 
of land are to be expropriated. Only when we have powerful instru- 
ments of dictatorship, can we strip the landlords of their land and 
promptly suppress those who resist and defy the agrarian reform 
law” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 336). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said, an agrarian 
reform law alone is not enough to deprive the landlords of their 
land and promptly suppress every form of resistance on the part of 
the reactionaries. 

The landlords, a reactionary force, will never sit still while 
their lands are confiscated. Since it was an acute class struggle to 
eliminate the landlords as a class, the reactionary forces including 
the landlords might put up resistance by counterrevolutionary vio- 
lence or resort to various subversive activities and sabotages. 

An agrarian revolution, therefore, can be carried out without 
a hitch only when preparations have been made to suppress the 
violent counterrevolutionary advance of the landlords and other 
reactionary forces with revolutionary violence. 

Meanwhile, it is essential to build up a people’s armed force, 
not only for accomplishing an agrarian revolution and other revolu- 
tionary reforms but also for defending the country and the people 
and safeguarding the revolutionary gains. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung pointed 
out: 

“For our country to become a fully independent sovereign state 
we must found our own powerful national army capable of defend- 
ing the country and people and safeguarding the gains of revolu- 
tion. 

“A country without a national army of its own can hardly be 
called a fully independent sovereign state” (On Building the Party, 
State and Armed Forces in the Liberated Homeland, Eng. ed., p. 17). 
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As the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung taught, the creation 
of a national army or a people’s armed force was imperative not 
only to assure the activities of the people’s government and carry 
out the agrarian revolution and other revolutionary reforms but 
also to defend the revolutionary gains and achieve the complete 
independence of the country. The creation of a revolutionary armed 
force was a matter of pressing urgency especially because the 
agrarian reform had to be carried out under the complex situation 
where the US imperialists were occupying the southern half of our 
country after liberation. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung, with a deep insight 
into the requirements of the prevailing situation and the develop- 
ing revolution, set forth the policy of founding a people’s armed 
force arid personally organized and guided this work. 

Our country had a firm basis for the creation of a people's 
armed force because the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army, 
founded in the severe ordeals of the anti-Japanese revolutionary 
struggle, had under his wise guidance been built up as an invinct- 
ble, iron-clad armed force and trained and tempered as an army 
of cadres prepared politically and militarily. Under such condi- 
tions, our Party’s policy of building an armed force consisted in 
founding a national army as a regular, revolutionary army, first 
of its kind in our country, and in creating a revolutionary army 
with sons and daughters of the workers, peasants and other work- 
ing people, with the revolutionary iighters, who had been trained 
and tempered in the thick of the anti-Japanese armed struggle, as 
its backbone, thoroughly making it an army of the working class, 
an armed force of the Party. 

It also consisted in firmly equipping the armymen with the 
monolithic ideological system of the Party in building a revolu- 
tionary armed force, and making an out-and-out revolutionary 
army of them by taking over what had been displayed by the 
Korean People’s Revolutionary Army men during the anti-Japanese 
armed struggle—a fervent love for the country and the people, a 
burning hatred for the enemy, the revolutionary spirit of overcom- 
ing any hardships and gaining one’s feet on one’s own, the tradi- 
tional unity between men and officers and between the army and 
the people, a voluntary military discipline, a revolutionary way 
of life, etc.—and training the armymen in that spirit. 

Our Party’s policy of building a revolutionary armed force, 
based on the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung’s outstanding 
military thought and rich practical experience, was entirely a 
correct policy because it provided right answers to all the problems 
arising in the building of people’s armed forces in those countries 
which had thrown off the yoke of colonial rule and were striving 
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to build a new society, but had had no foundation of a regular na- 
tional army of their own before. 

Our Party, upholding the leader’s policy and under his wise 
guidance, launched a vigorous struggle from right after liberation 
to build a revolutionary armed force. 

It was by no means an easy job—and could not be realized in a 
day—to found a new regular people’s armed force under the condi- 
tions in which there had been no regular national army in the past. 

Therefore, security cadres training centres were set up at the 
leader’s personal suggestion in the capital city and the provinces 
of our country. They admitted fine Party members, core elements 
of the workers and peasants and their sons and daughters recom- 
mended by local Party organizations, and gave them political and 
military training. 

The security cadres training centres made up of our Party's 
core elements, progressive workers, peasants and their sons and 
daughters, with the anti-Japanese revolutionary fighters as the core, 
formed the basis of the revolutionary people’s armed forces of our 
country. They admirably discharged their revolutionary duties with 
arms in carrying out the agrarian revolution and other democratic 
reforms and defending the country, people and revolutionary gains. 

While making preparations for the founding of a revolutionary 
armed force under the wise guidance of the leader, our Party firmly 
set up such instruments of dictatorship as security organs and 
judicial and public procurator’s agencies, and placed them under 
its control. 

Drawing on the high political enthusiasm of the popular mas- 
ses who were jubilant over national liberation after the defeat 
of Japanese imperialism, our Party ensured that the Japanese iin- 
perialist police, judicial and public procurator’s organs—appara- 
tuses of repression against the Korean people—were disarmed and 
smashed and that progressive workers and peasants were armed 
with the captured weapons to keep social order. It also organized 
and directed a vigorous struggle to put down promptly the resis- 
tance of the pro-Japanese elements, traitors to the nation, land- 
lords, comprador capitalists and other reactionary forces, keeping a 
sharp watch on their counterrevolutionary moves and subversive 
and sabotaging activities. 

Japanese imperialism’s apparatuses of oppression were sma- 
shed and the advanced elements picked from among the workers 
and peasants, the basic classes of the revolution, came to work in 
the organs of power. As a result, the instruments of dictatorship 
were firmly grasped by the Party and the working class, and rev- 
olutionary, popular character of the organs of state power became 
distinct. 
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The principle our Party invariably followed in building a rev- 
olutionary armed force and other instruments of dictatorship such 
as security organs and judicial and public procurator’s agencies, 
was to make them serve from the start completely as power organs 
of the working class for its class domination, as out-and-out 
weapons of class struggle. 

True, the people’s government is established by relying on the 
democratic national united front based on the worker-peasant 
alliance led by the working class, and the interests of the people of 
all walks of life are defended through this power. But we cannot 
rely on the united front even in the matter of organizing and 
operating the army, security organs and judicial and public pro- 
curator’s agencies as instruments for directly performing the func- 
{ion of the people’s democratic dictatorship of the people’s power. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“There are only two kinds of armies in the present-day society. 
One is the army of the propertied class and the other, of the work- 
ing class.... 

“There cannot be any neutral army that belongs neither to 
the propertied class nor to the working class. 

“Who is going to overthrow capitalism, build socialism and 
then communism in Korea? It is the Workers’ Party of Korea and 
the Korean working class. Therefore, the Korean People’s Army, a 
Marxist-Leninist army, is the army of the Workers’ Party of Korea. 

‘In the People’s Army there are only the Workers’ Party or- 
ganizations. Certainly, in the army, there is the Democratic Youth 
League, a mass organization which is guided by the Party. But 
under no circumstances do we allow organizations of other parties 
to exist in the army. There can be nothing ambiguous about this” 
(Kim I] Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. II, p. 74). 

In this teaching, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung clear- 
ly outlined the fundamental principle that should be maintained by 
the party of the working class in building a revolutionary armed 
force. 

If the class principle is violated on the plea of building a na- 
tional army, and the parties of small-propertied or propertied 
classes are allowed to infiltrate an army, this army will be unable 
to properly fulfil its mission as a revolutionary armed force, as a 
weapon of class struggle. 

In every country the rank and file of the army are usually 
workers, peasants and their sons and daughters without exception. 
But whether an army is an armed force of the propertied classes or 
a revolutionary armed force of the working class is determined by 
ihe nature of the class that leads the army and by the class origins 
of its commanding officers. 
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One of the inherent features of a revolutionary army is that 
it has a tradition of unity between men and officers and between 
the army and the people. This unity is based on the fact that both 
its commanding personnel and rank and file come all alike from 
among the workers and peasants and that they have common in- 
terests and aims. Therefore, only when the commanding personnel 
and the rank and file of a revolutionary army come all alike from 
among the popular masses including the workers and the peasants, 
can they render devoted service to the country and the people, 
united rock-firm by revolutionary comradeship and fidelity. Then, 
the masses of the people will love this army as their own flesh and 
blood and help it with all sincerity. 

Such unity between officers and men and between the army 
arid the people is prerequisite to the invincible strength of a rev- 
olutionary armed force, and this unity alone will make it possible 
to provide powerful armed backing to the implementation of all the 
revolutionary tasks. If non-working-class parties are allowed to 
infiltrate the army in a big way in violation of the class principle 
on the plea of building a national army, this will necessarily make 
impossible the unified leadership of the working class over the 
army, and no small number of its commanding personnel will come 
of exploiting classes. Then, there can be no unity between the army 
and the people, not to speak of the unity between officers and men 
in the army, and accordingly, the strength of the army will greatly 
fall off. In some cases, such a national army may play into the 
hands of the counterrevolutionary forces to entail irretrievable 
consequences. 

The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung made it clear that the 
class and Party principles to be followed in creating the people's 
armed force and other instruments of dictatorship should be sharply 
distinguished from the original line of relying upon the united 
front based on the worker-peasant alliance led by the working class 
in founding a people’s power. And he personally organized and led 
the struggle to give effect to these principles. 

As a result, the security cadres training centres were set up 
right after liberation in many parts of our country as our Party’s 
army and revolutionary armed force and best sons and daughters 
of workers and peasants came to firmly defend the revolution, 
taking the Party and class weapons in their hands. The well- 
regulated security organs were established from the centre down 
to provinces, cities, counties and sub-counties, and the security 
forces were organized in the areas along the frontiers and the 38th 
parallel, and the maritime security forces in the coastal areas. They 
watched every movement of the reactionary forces and promptly 
suppressed their resistance. And well-knit networks of the people's 
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courts and public procurator’s agencies firmly guaranteed the 
carrying out of the revolutionary tasks as effective means of our 
people’s power for performing the function of the people’s demo- 
cratic dictatorship. 

All this provided the important prerequisites for the agrarian 
revolution, and a sure guarantee for the continued development 
of our revolution. 


THE PARTY SHOULD STRIKE ROOTS DEEP DOWN INTO 
THE WORKING CLASS AND GAIN PERFECT CONTROL OF 
IT TO PROVIDE AN IMPORTANT CONDITION FOR 
SUCCESS IN THE AGRARIAN REFORM 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“Our Party had rooted itself deeply in the working class and 
assumed firm leadership over it. This was... important factor for 
guaranteeing the successful carrying out of the agrarian reform. 
Our Party was not numerically large at the time. But it was so 
deeply rooted in the workers, the main force of the revolution, that 
it could vigorously organize and mobilize them to help carry out 
the agrarian reform. 

“Our Party took hold of these strong organs of power and was 
capable of organizing and mobilizing the working class, the most 
revolutionary class. That is why it could confidently push ahead 
with the struggle to deprive the landlords of their land” (Kim II Sung, 
Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 337). 

In this teaching, the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung 
stressed that for the victory of the agrarian revolution which is an 
acute class struggle, the revolutionary leadership of a Marxist- 
Leninist party should be ensured and that the party should be 
powerful enough to organize and mobilize the working class to the 
fight against the landlords. 

Our Party, a Marxist-Leninist party, ensured revolutionary 
leadership and was capable of energetically organizing and 
mobilizing the working class for the revolutionary struggle. This 
provided the most important precondition for carrying out the 
agrarian and all other revolutionary reforms in our country. 

As the leader taught, the essential requirement of the revolu- 
tionary leadership of a working-class party is to enhance the 
political consciousness of the masses without letup and vigorously 
organize and enlist their inexhaustible strength and initiative in 
the struggle to implement the party’s lines and policies. 

Without a revolutionary working-class party, the general staff 
of the revolution, it is impossible to firmly build up the revolu- 
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tionary forces by closely rallying the workers, peasants and other 
working masses and the broad democratic forces of various strata 
and to create the preconditions for revolutionary reforms by or- 
ganizing and mobilizing the masses of the people in the building of 
a people’s power and people’s armed forces. 

All this shows that without a revolutionary party of the work- 
ing class we cannot wage a revolutionary struggle nor can we 
Win. 

Upon his triumphal return to the homeland following libera- 
tion, the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung made it clear that 
the building of the Party, the state and the army was the task of 
the Korean revolution, whose solution allowed of no delay, and 
he set it as an urgent task of top priority to found a unified 
Marxist-Leninist party. 

On October 10, 1945, the leader founded the Workers’ Party 
of Korea, a unified Marxist-Leninist party, for the first time in the 
history of our country after overcoming manifold difficulties under 
the complex post-liberation situation, and thus opened up a new 
era in the development of our history. 

Upon its birth, our Party, under the wise leadership of the 
great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung, closely rallied the masses of 
the people on the side of the revolution, established the people’s 
power by mobilizing their strength and successfully carried on the 
preparatory work for the building of a revolutionary armed force. 
In this way, it prepared, in only a few months, all prerequisites for 
carrying out the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution 
on a full scale. 

On the basis of the successes achieved in the course of carry- 
ing out the three major tasks to build new Korea—the building of 
the Party, the state and the army, in March 1946 the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il Sung proclaimed to the world that the agrarian 
reform, the first revolutionary task in the liberated homeland, 
would be enforced. 

It was remarkable for a fledgling party less than six months 
old with a small membership to carry out such a great historic 
reform as an agrarian revolution, by organizing and mobilizing 
the masses of the workers and peasants, with its roots struck deep 
into the working class, the main force of the revolution. All Marxist- 
Leninist parties cannot do the same at any time. 

For all its infancy and small membership, our Party could 
bring the agrarian revolution involving the liquidation of the 
landlord class to shining victory. This was ascribable to the fact 
that our Party had directly inherited the brilliant revolutionary 
traditions established by the great revolutionary leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung in the flames of the anti-Japanese revolutionary 
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struggle and that it was born under the conditions in which the 
organizational and ideological preparations for the founding of 
the Party had been fully made in the course of the protracted 
revolutionary struggle. 

The leader prepared the organizational backbone of the Party 
by bringing up fine communist nuclei tested and tempered in the 
crucible of the arduous anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle. He 
timely frustrated the counterrevolutionary intrigues of the sectarian- 
flunkeys and narrow-minded national chauvinists and the subver- 
sive manocuvres of all opportunists who, in step with every con- 
spiratorial manoeuvre of the Japanese imperialists, worked hard to 
undermine the revolutionary ranks from within. He firmly rallied 
and united the revolutionary ranks in one ideology and purpose and 
fully ensured the Marxist-Leninist purity of the communist ranks. 
In this way, he made organizational and ideological preparations 
for founding the Party. 

_ The leader also laid the solid mass basis for the founding of 
the Party. To do so, in the trying days of the anti-Japanese revolu- 
tionary struggle he dispatched political workers to various parts 
and made them persistently conduct political work among the 
workers, peasants and other broad working masses, in face of the 
close watch of Japanese imperialism and its brutal suppression, 
thus equipping them with the Juche idea, the revolutionary idea 
of the working class, and tempering them in the practice of the 
mass struggle against Japanese imperialism. 

All this enabled our Party, a genuine defender and represen- 
tative of the interests of the Korean people, to strike deep roots 
in the working masses, maintain ties of kinship with the popular 
masses, closely rally the workers and the peasant masses around 
itself and organize and mobilize them to the revolutionary struggle 
for the building of a new country and a new social system from the 
first day of its birth. With its great strength, our Party could 
vigorously push ahead with all struggles including the agrarian 
revolution. 

The most important prerequisite for the historic agrarian re- 
form was thus fully prepared in our country. 


POLITICAL AND IDEOLOGICAL PREPARATIONS MADE 
BY THE GREAT REVOLUTIONARY LEADER COMRADE 
KIM IL SUNG TO MAKE THE PEASANT MASSES 
ACTIVELY STRUGGLE AGAINST THE LANDLORDS 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim Il Sung said: 
“ important thing in carrying out the agrarian reform was to 


organize and mobilize the peasant masses for a vigorous struggle 
against the landlords. 

“Unless the Party does this skilfully victory cannot be assured, 
no matter how correct its line and policies. Our Party increased 
the peasants’ revolutionary enthusiasm in the agrarian reform so 
that they always took the initiative in the struggle against the 
landlords” (ibid., p. 337). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim Ii Sung taught, for victory 
in the agrarian reform, the centuries-old aspiration of the peasants, 
it was of prime importance to make the peasant masses actively 
rise in the struggle to deprive the landlords of their land. 

Land is the basic means of production in agriculture and, at 
the same time, is a means of the peasants’ livelihood. The peasants, 
therefore, have vital interests in the solution of the agrarian ques- 
tion, and the peasant masses are immediately responsible for the 
agrarian revolution. 

Accordingly, to solve the agrarian question in their interests, 
the peasant masses must vigorously rise in the decisive struggle 
against the landlords who oppressed and exploited them. Other- 
wise, they cannot win victory in the agrarian revolution. As long 
as the peasants are not politically awakened enough to rise in the 
agrarian revolution and have no strong desire and determination 
to seize the landlord’s land, it is usually impossible to bring the 
agrarian revolution to victory. Even in case of victory, its success 
cannot be consolidated and developed. 

All this goes to prove that an important factor making for the 
agrarian revolution is to prepare the peasants for a decisive 
struggle to solve the agrarian question. 

In our country the peasants had long suffered from feudalistic 
exploitation and oppression. After Japanese imperialism occupied 
Korea, they were subjected to subhuman treatment and removed 
far from modern civilization due to the brigandish Japanese im- 
perialists’ colonial policy of plundering our countryside and their 
national obscurantism. 

Besides, the dissemination of progressive ideas among the 
peasants and the development of the peasant movement were 
restricted to the extreme under the cruel fascist rule of Japanese 
imperialism. 

In the 1920’s dispersed struggles broke out spontaneously in 
some local areas, mainly in the form of tenant disputes, but each 
time they came to griei. 

From the beginning of the 1930's, under the inspiring influence 
of the anti-Japanese armed struggle organized and led by the 
great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung, the peasants formed revolu- 
tionary organizations of their own in many areas of our country 
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and the peasant movement entered a new stage of development. 
Their organizations, however, failed to expand to all parts of the 
country because of Japanese imperialism’s barbarous suppression. 

Under such circumstances, our Party faced the difficult tasks 
of arousing the class consciousness of the peasants, enlisting them 
in organizations and training them through day-to-day struggles 
to be the main force of the revolution, thereby carrying out the 
agrarian revolution and various democratic reforms. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“To rally organizationally the peasants accounting for more 
than 80 per cent of our population and mobilize them to the rev- 
olutionary struggle is one of the most important tasks now before 
us Communists.... 

“In order to recover the culture inherent in the resourceful 
Korean nation with a long history of five thousand years and a 
brilliant civilization and join the advanced countries of the world 
in all spheres of politics, economy and culture as soon as possible, 
we must, first of all, completely emancipate the peasants who 
make up the overwhelming majority of the population and are 
most backward from the ideological remnants of Japanese impe- 
rialism and feudal customs. In order to heighten their class 
awareness and educate them in patriotism and collectivism to 
undertake the role of the main force in the construction of new 
homeland along with the working class, it is essential to form a 
peasants’ union and firmly unite all of them under it” (On Building 
the Party, State and Armed Forces in the Liberated Homeland, Eng. «d., 
pp. 11-12). 

In this teaching, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung 
referred to the need to awaken the peasant masses who accounted 
for the vast majority of the population, but were ideologically 
backward and lived scattered, rally them in organizations, increase 
their class consciousness and educate them in progressive ideas, 
and scientifically clarified that this posed itself as an urgent task 
in firmly building up the main force of the revolution and bringing 
up the peasants as builders of a new homeland, and that to carry 
out this task it was necessary to form a peasants’ union, a revolu- 
tionary peasant organization, and closely unite all peasants in it. 

The difficult task of awakening and organizing our peasant 
masses was carried out by our Party in a short period of time under 
the wise guidance of the leader. 

In order to awaken the class consciousness of our peasants who 
had lived a subhuman life for centuries and had been left far re- 
moved from modern civilization due to the feudal and colonial 
policy of plundering the countryside and the obscurantist policy and 
to rally them in revolutionary political organizations, the leader 


40 


saw to it that a revolutionary core was built up and steadily ex- 
panded in the countryside by applying our Party’s traditional rev- 
olutionary work method of making one person awaken ten, the ten a 
hundred and the hundred a thousand to organizationally unite them. 

As a result, Party cells were formed first in all farm villages in 
only a few months and Party members were educated to become the 
nuclei in the countryside. These rural nuclei established in all farm- 
ing districts of the country a revolutionary way of work to educate 
all the peasants and lead them forward. 

Meanwhile, following the leader’s policy of forming mass 
organizations, our Party set up peasant organizations (peasants’ 
associations in early days) in all farm villages. While steadily 
expanding these organizations by admitting the peasants to them 
as they were awakened, the Party strove to set up a unified rev- 
olutionary peasant organization with a well-knit, organizational 
structure from the centre down to provinces, cities, counties, sub- 
counties and ri. 

Under the wise guidance of the leader the revolutionary peas- 
ant organizations struck firm roots in all our farm villages. At last, 
on January 31, 1946 the representatives of the peasant organiza- 
{ions embracing over 700,000 peasants met in Pyongyang and, re- 
flecting the unanimous will of the peasants, proclaimed the founda- 
tion of the Peasants’ Union of Nerth Korea (PUNK) as the only 
political organization of the peasants of our country. 

The PUNK founded by the peasant masses themselves with the 
poor peasants as the core under the guidance of our Party, was 
a revolutionary peasant organization which directly inherited the 
traditions of the revolutionary peasant movement established by 
the leader during the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle. Its 
basic mission was to thoroughly carry out the agrarian reform 
involving the liquidation of the landlord class in the stage of the 
democratic revolution and then fulfil the revolutionary task of 
freeing the peasants from all kinds of exploitation step by step. 

The founding of the PUNK, the only revolutionary political 
organization of our peasants, acquired a great significance in the 
development of our revolution. 

With its birth, the broad peasant masses came to lead a rev- 
olutionary organizational life for the first time in our history in a 
unified political organization and temper themselves in a revolu- 
tionary way to play the role of the main revolutionary force toge- 
ther with the working class. The peasants who had lived disper- 
sedly for many centuries came to grow into an organized force 
strong enough to liquidate the landlord class and bring about their 
own class emancipation. 

The founding of the PUNK was another shining victory for the 
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great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I! Sung’s outstanding 
idea on building mass organizations and winning over the masses. 
With its birth our Party became able to strike deep roots in the 
broad peasant masses and grow in scope and strength on a solid 
mass basis. 

In order to prepare peasants politically and ideologically, our 
Party, while awakening and uniting them in organizations, vigor- 
ously conducted politico-ideclogical education through the peasant 
organization and mass cultural enlightenment work, thus heighten- 
ing their class consciousness and cultivating patriotism and col- 
lectivism in them. Our Party also energetically worked to quickly 
rid them of the ideological remnants of Japanese imperialism and 
the feudal customs. 

Only when the politico-ideological education of the peasants 
was conducted in plain language in conformity to their pre- 
paredness, chiefly in relation to their day-to-day life, could it easily 
awaken them and be closely combined with their practical acti- 
vities. 

The most effective way of rousing the class consciousness of 
the peasants in a short period and helping them rise in the strug- 
gle against the landlords, was to form and run night schools ac- 
cording to the sexes, ages and strata of the peasants, teach them 
how to read and write our language and acquaint them well with 
the history of the Japanese imperialists’ aggression of Korea, the 
history of the Korean people’s anti-Japanese national-liberation 
struggle, the reactionary nature of the feudalistic landownership 
and exploiting system and of the landlord class. 

The practical experience of our Party in politically and ideolo- 
gically preparing the peasant masses shows that the most eifective 
way of awakening and organizationally uniting them and getting 
them prepared to rise in the revolutionary struggle, is to build 
up a revolutionary core and educate the masses through its medium 
and to closely combine organized ideological education with mass 
cultural enlightenment work. 

To awaken and rally the peasant masses in their organiza- 
tions is no more than the initial step in getting them ready to rise 
in the revolutionary struggle. The point is that only when they 
undergo revolutionary training through practical struggle, can 
hey win a decisive victory in the class struggle against the land- 
lords. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung taught that in order 
to organize and mobilize the peasants to revolutionary struggle, 
it was necessary to begin with small struggle and then eradually 


extend it to larger one. 
In his historic speech, On the Building of New Korea and the 
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National United Front, delivered to the responsible functionaries 
of the provincial Party committees on October 13, 1945, the great 
revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“to defend the interests of the peasants and win them over, 
it is necessary to begin with the struggle for reducing the farm 
rents and, while carrying on the struggle for confiscating the lands 
of the Japanese imperialists and their minions, gradually unfold the 
struggle for confiscating the estates of all the landlords and divid- 
ing them among the peasants. In this way, the struggle should be 
extended gradually from smaller to larger targets” (Kim Il Sung, 
Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. I, p. 7). 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung stressed that when the 
peasants are on a low ideological level and have little experience 
in struggle, it is necessary to train them through practical strug- 
gle in such a way as to start with the lower form of struggle, 
namely, a small struggle, and extend it gradually to the higher 
form of struggle, that is, a large struggle. 

Following this policy of the leader, our Party trained the 
peasant masses through practical struggle by making them start 
with the struggle for a 3:7 system of tenancy. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I! Sung had this 
to say about the significance of the struggle for the 3:7 system: 

“After liberation, the Party, with a view to meeting the long- 
cherished desire of the peasants for land, inspired them first to the 
struggle for a three-to-seven system of tenancy, thereby preparing 
them ideologically for the carrying out of the agrar.an reform in 
the future. The political awareness and enthusiasm of the peasants 
were enhanced in the course of the struggle for the three-to-seven 
system. The peasants realized that they had acquired the right to 
speak up and fight for their own interests, and that they must free 
themselves from the landlords’ exploitation” (ébid., pp. 40-41). 

The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung gave a scientific ex- 
planation of the position and significance of the struggle for the 
3:7 system organized and led by our Party, in preparing the peas- 
ants for the agrarian revolution. 

The struggle for the 3:7 system was, in essence, no more than 
a lower form of struggle, an economic struggle, to reduce the 
feudalistic land rents while recognizing the landownership of the 
landlords. 

In the days of Japanese imperialist rule, too, struggles to 
reduce farm rents were waged under various slogans in our coun- 
try. But because of the lack of the foundation of the peasant move- 
ment and the immaturity of the subjective and objective conditions, 
they all ended in failure in face of the Japanese imperialist sup- 
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In the early post-liberation days, the struggles for a lower 
rent broke out spontaneously among politically awakened peasants 
in some local areas with records of a peasant movement and some 
fighting experience. But they all proceeded without a definite prin- 
ciple and revealed a series of deviations. 


Our Party made a general analysis of the peasants’ demand for 
a lower farm rent, their preparedness and the need for carrying out 
the agrarian revolution and, on this basis, put up the fighting 
slogan of the 3:7 tenancy system and made it the chief aim of strug- 
gle to politically and ideologically prepare the peasants for the 
agrarian revolution and to increase their political consciousness 
and revolutionary enthusiasm and thus bring their struggle to a 
higher stage, without limiting its objective to defending their tem- 
porary economic interests. 


On October 10, 1945, at its Inaugural Congress, our Party 
adopted a separate Resolution on the Agrarian Question, which 
defined the basic principle and ways for the enforcement of the 
3:7 system, along with the general task for the solution of the 
agrarian problem. 


This resolution specified that the 3:7 system should be enforced 
simultaneously throughout the northern half, whereby the Korean 
landlords would be given 30 per cent of the harvest yields as the 
rent and their tenants would take 70 per cent and that all crops of 
the Japanese imperialists and pro-Japanese reactionary landlords, 
that is, those branded as pro-Japanese elements or traitors to the 
nation, would be confiscated together with their landed estates, 
and these crops would be made the possession of the tenant farmers, 
with a deduction of 30 per cent to be delivered to the local govern- 
ment bodies. All taxes and levies on land which had formerly been 
imposed on the tenants were made to be borne by the landlords and 
the costs of fertilizer shared equally by both. 


Thus, the struggle to enforce the 3:7 system was waged in an 
organized way throughout the northern hali of the country from 
the autumn of 1945. It was the first battle fought by the peasants 
themselves for their own interests against the landlord class. 

Our Party not only laid down the principle governing the 
introduction of the 3:7 system but also strengthened its guidance 
of this struggle so that it might not be confined to a pure economic 
campaign but serve the purpose of ideological preparation of the 
peasants for the agrarian revolution and become an occasion to 
heighten their political consciousness and revolutionary enthusi- 
asm. 

First of all, it closely linked the struggle for the 3:7 system 
with the all-people struggle to liquidate the pro-Japanese elements 
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and traitors to the nation, and thus made it assume a strong politi- 
cal nature and join in the all-people political struggle. 

Mass meetings were held in every locality under the guidance 
of Party organizations to lay bare and denounce the criminal acts 
of the pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the nation. And then 
3 mass campaign was launched to confiscate their land and prop- 
erties and bring them to. the people’s judgement according to their 
crimes. And organizational leadership was assured for correctly 
enforcing the 3:7 system for the masses in accordance with the 
principle laid down by the Party. 

The political awareness and revolutionary enthusiasm of the 
peasant masses rose high in this course, demonstrating the united 
might of the popular masses to the landlords and thus dealing 
them a heavy, politico-ideological blow. 

While enlisting the broad peasant masses in the struggle for 
the 3:7 system, our Party set in motion the local government bodies, 
security organs, judicial and public procurator’s agencies and other 
instruments of dictatorship and made them put down the resistance 
of the landlords and other reactionaries, thus bringing this struggle 
to success. 

While organizing the work of exposing and liquidating the 
pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the nation, it saw to it that 
{he peasant organizations (then called peasants’ associations) 
eame to the fore and called peasants’ meetings with the attendance 
of Korean landlords, which denounced the absurd terms of tenancy 
and the landlords’ cruel exploiting practices and called for an im- 
mediate enforcement of the 3:7 system, adopting a relevant resolu- 
tion. 

And it was decided that the tenant farmers have 70 per cent 
of their crop yields and deliver only the remaining 30 per cent to 
the landlords, whether the latter agreed or not. 

In case a landlord received farm rent exceeding 50 per cent 
of the crop yield as before, rejecting the tenants’ claim for the 3:7 
system, this would be exposed in public and his tenants would take 
back the excess portion of the rent already delivered, through 
collective negotiations. 

Overawed by the mettle and organized force of the peasants, 
most of the landlords meekly accepted the 3:7 system, but some 
vicious landlords openly turned against it or resorted to various 
wiles, cheating or blackmailing the peasants in an attempt to levy 
as much farm rent as before. 

Some very malicious landlords expressed their opposition in 
public, saying, “Who has enacted the ordinance on the 3:7 system 
even before a unified government has been established?” Some 
others, fearing the pressure from the masses, did not put up open 
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resistance, but coaxed the unawakened peasants in every way and 
received as much farm rent as before, while only outwardly bowing 
to the 3:7 system. Some artful landlords tried to dissuade their 
tenants from insistently demanding the 3:7 system by threatening 
them with: “If you adopt the 3:7 system, you shall forfeit your 
tenant land.” 

Our Party led the peasants to launch an organized mass strug- 
gle to promptly smash such manoeuvres of the landlords and reac- 
tionary elements. Peasants in Ryonggang, Pyongwon and Taedong 
Counties of South Pyongan Province, and all other parts of the 
country held meetings to lay bare and denounce the vicious acts 
of the landlords and reactionaries and fought collectively to get 
back all the illegally exacted farm rent. Meanwhile, the organs of 
state power such as the local government bodies, security organiza- 
tions and judicial and public procurator’s agencies joined in this 
struggle and suppressed the manoeuvrings of the vicious landlords 
by law. 

Thus, the struggle for the 3:7 system was brought to a brilliant 
victory though it was the first battle of the peasants against the 
landlords. It created favourable conditions for the better economic 
status of the peasants and rapidly increased their political 
awareness and revolutionary zeal, while administering heavy 
political, ideological and economic blows to the landlords and 
reactionaries. 

Through this struggle the peasant masses came to the realiza- 
tion that now they were truly guaranteed the right to speak up 
and fight for their own interests and that they could be emanci- 
pated from feudalistic exploitation only when they pooled strength 
and fought the landlords. Moreover, they came to have the deter- 
mination to launch a decisive struggle against the landlord class 
in order to solve the agrarian problem. 

The practical experience of the struggle for the 3:7 system 
organized and led by our Party under the guidance of the great 
leader Comrade Kim I] Sung who worked out the principle and 
fighting method for it, shows that this kind of struggle is essential 
in the preparatory stage of the agrarian reform, for it is a complete- 
ly correct way of raising the political awareness and revolutionary 
enthusiasm of the peasants, of training them through actual strug- 
gle and fully preparing them ideologically for the carrying out of 
the agrarian revolution. 

Even when the peasants are awakened, organized and tem- 
pered through practical struggle, it is necessary to further raise 
their class consciousness and increase their desire and resolve to 
seize the landlords’ land. This provides a prerequisite for the sure 
victory of the agrarian revolution. 


46 


In the wake of the struggle for the enforcement of the 3:7 
system, the peasant masses launched a petitioning campaign on a 
wide scale under the slogan: “Give land to us, the tillers?” 

This petitioning campaign for the agrarian reform, which took 
place among the peasant masses under the influence of our Party, 
had a great significance in creating more adequate prerequisites 
for the agrarian revolution and helping the working-class party 
and state define the correct form of this reform. 

Referring to this campaign of the peasants, the great revolu- 
tionary leader Comrade Kim J] Sung said: 

“Our struggle to take away the landlords’ land began with 
the peasants’ campaign to request that the land be given to the 
tillers... This widespread petitioning campaign launched by our 
peasants after liberation, was a great contributing factor in arous- 
ing their class consciousness to a high degree and increasing their 
desire and determination to seize the landlords’ land. Furthermore, 
it struck great terror into the landlords as the word went around. 
that their land was going to be taken away from them” (Kim II Sung,. 
Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, pp. 337-38). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung pointed out, the 
peasants’ petitioning campaign for the agrarian reform not only 
helped the peasants, who had emerged victorious in the struggle 
for the 3:7 system, to heighten their class consciousness and harden 
their resolve to rise in a show-down struggle against the landlords 
but also greatly terrified the landlords and weakened their possible 
resistance. It meant, in fact, the start of the agrarian revolution. 

Having won the struggle for the 3:7 system, the peasants of 
our country held meetings in high feather in all farm villages, 
where they adopted letters, resolutions and petitions asking for 
the agrarian reform and sent them to Comrade Kim I] Sung, the 
great revolutionary leader and the benevolent father of our people, 
to the Party Central Committee or the PPCNK. 

At that time the Party Central Committee alone received more 
than 30,000 of letters, resolutions, appeals and petitions from the 
peasants requesting an agrarian reform, and the office of the 
PPCNK was piled mountain-high with them in the true sense of the 
word. 

The peasants’ desire for land was really burning. 

“The resolution of the peasants in Kangdong County calling 
for land”, which was adopted at a meeting of peasants in Kang- 
dong County, South Pyongan Province, on February 18, 1946, fully 
represented the centuries-old desire of the peasants of our country. 
Pointing out the need and ways to settle the agrarian problem, it 
wrote that “the stabilized livelihood cf the entire peasantry means 
the better living of the whole nation” and that “the settlement of 
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the agrarian problem is essential for the promotion of complete 
independence.” Noting that the ways of solving the agrarian pro- 
blem might vary, the resolution demanded that in our country “the 
arable land be distributed free only to the tillers in the rural areas” 
and that the agrarian reform be carried out before spring 
ploughing. 

And the peasants in the farm villages of Wonsan and Tokwon 
sub-county of Kangwon Province held meetings between February 
24 and 25, 1946 and sent, in the joint name of the peasants of 4,057 
fue households, a written petition for the agrarian reform to the 
PPCNK. 


In the petition, they requested that “the land of not only the 
Japanese, traitors to the nation, pro-Japanese elements and big 
landlords but also those who do not farm it for themselves, be taken 
away and distributed free among us, the peasants.” They also re- 
quested that “the agrarian problem, the vital problem to us peas- 
ants, be settled before spring ploughing.” 


Such peasant meetings calling for the agrarian reform were 
held almost at the same time in all cities, county seats and farm 
villages in the northern half. They adopted letters, resolutions, 
appeals and petitions requesting that the land be given to the 
peasants, and sent them to our Party and the organs of people’s 
power. 


Meanwhile, a Conference of the North Korean Peasant Federa- 
tion was convened in Pyongyang on February 23, 1946. Represent- 
ing the will of the entire peasants in the northern half, it decided 
io request the PPCNK to settle the agrarian problem. Over 300 
peasant representatives came to the office of the PPCNK and 
submitted a letter requesting the agrarian reform in the name of the 
conference after conveying the unanimous will of the peasants in 
the northern half who were calling for the agrarian reform. 

The letter stressed: “We, the peasants, are united as an 
crganized mass of 800,000 to carry out the agrarian reform.” 

The peasants’ petitioning campaign for the agrarian reform 
did not stop there. It went over to mass demonstrations. 


On March 1, 1946, the 27th anniversary of the March First 
Popular Uprising, over three million peasants held massive demon- 
strations and rallies in different parts of the northern half under 
ihe slogans, “Land to the tillers!” and “We want an agrarian 
reform!” 

All this showed that the peasants’ class consciousness was 
very high, that they were all ready to rise in the struggle to seize 
the landlords’ land and carry out the agrarian revolution to the end 
on their own strength, crushing any resistance of the landlords and 
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other reactionaries, and that they would be able to defend and 
develop its success. 

It also actually meant the start of the agrarian reform—a 
declaration of war against the landlord class. 

In the course of the arduous anti-Japanese revolutionary strug- 
gle the historical roots of our Party’s revolutionary agrarian pro- 
gramme were created and the tradition of the revolutionary peasant 
movement established; directly inheriting the brilliant revolutionary 
traditions of the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle, our Party 
was founded and deeply rooted among the masses of the workers 
and peasants; under the leadership of the Party a new type of 
genuinely people’s power was established and the revolutionary 
armed force, security organs, judicial and public procurator’s agen- 
cies and other instruments of dictatorship and organs of power 
were placed under the tight control of the Party and the people’s 
government; and the peasant masses were politically awakened and 
organized and tempered in the actual struggle, so that they were 
determined to wage a decisive struggle against the landlords to 
seize their land. All this showed that all prerequisites for the solu- 
tion of the agrarian problem had been fully prepared and that the 
agrarian revolution was completely ripe. 

Fully grasping the urgent demand of the revolutionary situa- 
tion, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung proclaimed on March 
5, 1946 that the historic agrarian reform would be carried out, and 
organized and mobilized the whole Party and the entire people to 
the struggle for its enforcement. 
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3. BRILLIANT ACCOMPLISHMENT OF 
THE AGRARIAN REFORM IN OUR COUNTRY 
UNDER THE WISE LEADERSHIP OF THE GREAT 
REVOLUTIONARY LEADER COMRADE 
KIM IL SUNG 


The great leader Comrade Kim II] Sung energetically pushed 
ahead with the preparatory work for the agrarian revolution in our 
country. At the same time, he made a deep analysis of the concrete 
conditions of our country after liberation and set forth a revolution- 
ary principle to be observed in the solution of the agrarian question 
and an intelligent policy for putting it into practice. He also clari- 
fied in an original way all the problems concerning the agrarian 
reform, such as the drafting of the historic Agrarian Reform Law, 
the organizational measures for its correct enforcement, and the 
Party’s strategic and tactical policy in the class struggle against 
the landlords and other reactionaries. 

The problem of confiscating the land of the Japanese impe- 
rialists and the pro-Japanese reactionary landlords was raised in 
the resolution and the separate Resolution on the Agrarian Ques- 
tion adopted at the Inaugural Congress of our Party held on Octob- 
er 10, 1945. It was aimed at solving the agrarian question. 

In his New Year Address on January 1, 1946, the respected 
and beloved leader Comrade Kim II Sung stressed the need to con- 
fiscate all the lands belonging not only to the Japanese imperial- 
ists and the pro-Japanese reactionary landlords but also to the 
Korean landlords in general and distribute them to the peasants. 

Thus, the fundamental principle to be observed by the Party 
in the solution of the agrarian question was laid down. On this 
basis, on February 15, 1946, the Fourth Enlarged Executive Com- 
mittee Meeting of the Central Organizing Committee of the Party 
adopted a resolution instructing the Party organizations at all 
levels to investigate the acreages of lands according to their gra- 
des, take the census of the rural population and rural labour power, 
gather the opinions and demands of the peasant masses, and to 
make preparations for the solution of the agrarian question. 

On the basis of such energetic preparatory work, the Fiith 
Enlarged Executive Committee Meeting of the Central Organizing 


30 


Committee of the Party was convened in early March 1946 under 
the guidance of the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung. The meet- 
ing discussed all the problems with regard to the enforcement of 
the historic agrarian reform and adopted relevant decisions. This 
marked the beginning of the agrarian reform. 


Thanks to the energetic preparations for the agrarian reform 
made by our Party under the wise guidance of the leader, the 
agrarian reform, a historic revolution, was thoroughly carried out 
rather smoothly in a very short period, although the Party had 
ie no more than six months old and the PPCNK just organ- 
ized. 


THE GREAT REVOLUTIONARY LEADER COMRADE 
KIM IL SUNG’S BASIC PRINCIPLE IN 
THE SOLUTION OF THE AGRARIAN QUESTION 
AND HIS UNIQUE POLICY FOR PUTTING 
IT INTO EFFECT 


Applying his great Juche idea, the respected and beloved leader 
Comrade Kim I] Sung scientifically laid down the basic principle 
for the solution of the agrarian question in the stage of the demo- 
cratic revolution and a policy for putting it into effect, thus show- 
ing a unique way to the solution of the agrarian question in the 
stage of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution in 
the one-time colonial, agrarian countries. 

In conformity to the requirements of the revolutionary situa- 
tion in our country after liberation, the leader pointed to the need 
to carry out the agrarian reform on the principle of allowing only 
the peasants to own land. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“An agrarian reform must be carried out on the principle of 


abolishing the feudal system of tenancy and granting land to the 
tillers’? (Kim Il Sung, Selected Writings, Korean ed., Vol. I, 1963, p. 52). 


The principle “Land should be owned by the peasants,” laid 
down by the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung, was one of the 
basic principles he had consistently followed from the time of the 
anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle in order to solve the agrarian 
question. 

The principle of “Land to the peasants!” is designed to liquid- 
ate the landlords as a class and make all lands the exclusive pro- 
perty of the peasants and thus put an end to the feudalistic systems 
of landownership and tenancy for good. Therefore, it represents 
the requirement of the Party’s strategy and one of its basic pro- 
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grammes which is invariable throughout a given stage of the rev- 
olution. 

However, the action programme which represents the tactical 
requirements for the implementation of the Party’s strategic tasks, 
is alterable according to change in the situation. 

Therefore, in the period of the anti-Japanese national-liberation 
struggle the strategic call “Land to the peasants!” was retained, 
but the action programme, the tactical requisite for its realization, 
called for the confiscation of only the land of the Japanese impe- 
rialists, pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the nation, not the 
land of the landlords in general, according to the requirements of 
the revolutionary situation for organizing and mobilizing all the 
anti-Japanese forces in the struggle against the Japanese imperial- 
ists. 

After liberation when the struggle to eliminate the Japanese 
imperialist forces was still to the fore, we struggled to confiscate 
the land of the Japanese imperialists and their stooges. As for the 
Korean landlords, we recognized their right to own land, and put 
in the forefront the struggle for the 3:7 system of tenancy to cut 
the farm rents. 

This is illustrated by the resolution of the Inaugural Congress 
of our Party held on October 10, 1945, which defined the solution 
of the agrarian question as the basic task of our revolution and 
pointed out the need to confiscate the land of the Japanese impe- 
rialists and pro-Japanese reactionary landlords and distribute it 
without compensation to the peasants for cultivation; and also by 
the Resolution on the Agrarian Question adopted at the Congress, 
which prescribed that “all the lands of the Japanese imperialists 
and the pro-Japanese, reactionary Korean landlords should be con- 
fiscated and distributed to the peasants for cultivation according 
to each family’s number of work hands,” and that the 3:7 system 
of tenancy should be applied to all the Korean landlords. 

After liberation the revolutionary tasks were rapidly carried 
out and the task of social democratization came to the fore in our 
country. The US imperialists occupied south Korea, whipped to- 
gether the reactionary forces at home and abroad and became more 
naked in their machination to hinder the democratic development 
of our country. As things took this turn, the landlord class that 
had maintained the feudalistic systems of landownership and ten- 
ancy under the protection of the Japanese imperialists set them- 
selves against any type of democratic reforms in an attempt to 
keep their feudalistic system of exploitation. 

In the meantime, the masses of the peasants acquired class 
consciousness and demanded that the lands of all the landlords, 
as well as the Japanese imperialists and their stooges—the pro- 
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Japanese elements and traitors to the nation—be confiscated and 
transferred to the working peasants. 

This change in the situation called upon our Party to revise 
its action programme for the solution of the agrarian question in 
keeping with the requirement of the situation. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung clearly saw through 
the requirement of the laws governing the development of the rev- 
olutionary situation and laid it down as the basic principle of the 
agrarian reform to meet the Party’s strategic call “Land to the 
peasants!” 

The leader also taught that the basic principle in the solution 
of the agrarian question was to turn over the land confiscated from 
the landlords to the peasants instead of nationalizing it. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“In our country the confiscated landlords’ land was not taken 
over as state property. We allowed the peasants to possess it con- 
sidering their centuries-old hunger for land. Our peasants were 
overjoyed at this and it was highly effective in arousing their en- 
thusiasm and activity in work” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., 
Vol. V, p. 341). 

Here the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung expounded the 
great idea that in setting itself such a strategic task as laying down 
the basic principle of the agrarian reform the party of the working 
class should rigidly maintain Juche and hold fast to the independ- 
ent and creative stand at all times. 

The Marxist-Leninist classics put forward the nationalization 
of the confiscated landlords’ land as the maximum programme in 
the solution of the agrarian question. This was because they thought 
that nationalization constituted one of the basic conditions for car- 
rying out the tasks of the anti-feudal democratic revolution in a 
most thoroughgoing way and facilitating the socialist reorganiza- 
tion of agriculture in the next stage of the revolution. 

This, however, was grounded on the specific conditions of cer- 
tain countries, and it could not be a principle applicable to all coun- 
tries at all times. 

The chief objective of the solution of the agrarian question 
in the stage of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolu- 
tion is to emancipate millions of peasants from feudalistic exploita- 
tion and slavery, fire their revolutionary enthusiasm, firmly build 
up the main force of the revolution, clear away the feudal fetters 
hampering the development of the productive forces and thus ac- 
celerate the development of the national economy as a whole. There- 
fore, the solution of the agrarian question should be aimed, above 
all, at satisfying the centuries-old desire of the peasants. 

Our country had a very long tradition of private ownership 
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of land, and it was the lifelong desire of the peasants to cultivate 
their own land. Under the circumstances, if the land was national- 
ized, it could not heighten the revolutionary enthusiasm of the pea- 
sants nor consolidate the success of the agrarian revolution. 

In laying down the basic principle for the solution of the 
agrarian question the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung firmly 
adhered to the Juche stand and proposed an original system of 
landownership conforming to the interests of the working peasants 
which would make it possible to bring the revolutionary enthusiasm 
of the peasants into full play, democratize and rapidly develop the 
country’s economy and culture and, at the same time, provide a 
favourable condition for the continuous development of the rev- 
olution. 

The leader’s great idea and theory on placing the confiscated 
landlords’ land under the ownership of the working peasants for 
ever, instead of making it a national possession, constituted a great 
example of the creative development of the universal principles of 
Marxism-Leninism to suit the concrete conditions; it meant the 
creation of an excellent pattern of agrarian programme for those 
countries with a long tradition of private ownership of land. 

As is clear, the leader defined it as the basic principle of the 
agrarian reform in ‘our country to confiscate all the lands used as 
a means of exploitation, turn them over to the peasants, establish 
the system of landownership conforming to the interests of the 
working peasants, and thereby put an end to the feudalistic land- 
ownership and exploiting system once and for all. 

On the basis of this principle the leader set forth a wise policy 
for enforcing the agrarian reform. 

Our Party’s policy for the agrarian reform was to completely 
abolish the system of tenancy, eliminate the handful of landlords 
and reactionary elements to the last man, defend the interests of 
the broad sections of the peasants and rally the masses of the 
people closely around the Party. To do so it was necessary, first of 
all, to correctly determine whose land should be confiscated. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“On the basis of our detailed investigation and analysis of land 
ownership and class relations in our countryside, we decided to 
confiscate the land in the hands of the Japanese imperialists and 
their lackeys, the pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the nation, 
that of landlords owning more than five chongbo of land and all 
rented land”’ (idid., p. 335). 

The great leader Comrade Kim I! Sung scientifically classified 
the land to be confiscated. This made it possible, first of all, to 
thoroughly liquidate the main enemies of the revolution and, at the 
same time, to do away with the tenancy system once and for all. 
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Now that the defeated Japanese imperialists had been driven 
out of our land and the pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the 
nation purged by the popular masses whose revolutionary en- 
thusiasm was running high, the landlord class became the main 
target of struggle in the agrarian reform. The landlord class that 
had allied itself to the Japanese imperialists and had been under 
their protection, lost its political supremacy when the Japanese 
imperialists were driven away. But, relying as ever on the feudal- 
istic system of landownership as its socio-economic foothold, this 
class turned against any kind of democratic reform. 

Under the circumstances it was the most revolutionary policy 
to deprive all the landlords, big and small, of their economic foot- 
holds completely and liquidate them as a class. 

It was also a revolutionary policy because it would make it 
possible to confiscate all the tenanted land not cultivated by its 
owners, irrespective of the sizes of the plots, and thus abolish the 
tenancy system for good in our country. 

At the time of the agrarian reform, the area of lands not cul- 
tivated by their owners but leased out alone reached 621,489 chong- 
bo, excluding the area of the rented land of the landlords who pos- 
sessed over five chongbo. Therefore, it was impossible to complete- 
ly do away with the feudalistic system of tenancy if those lands 
were left alone. 

The leader’s policy of confiscating the land of the landlords 
possessing more than five chongbo was a revolutionary one making 
it possible to get rid of the landlords and reactionaries whose num- 
ber was negligible, defend the interests of the broad peasants and 
firmly rally the masses of the people around the Party. 

At the time of the agrarian reform in our country there were 
only 44,000 big landlords who owned over five chongbo of land. 
Therefore, it was an out-and-out revolutionary policy to sacrifice 
the interests of the 44,000 landlords and distribute land to over 
720,000 poor peasants and hired farm hands to free them from feud- 
alistic exploitation and poverty. 

Our Party’s correct classification of lands to be confiscated not 
only enabled us to thoroughly liquidate all the big and small land- 
lords as a class, but also was of great significance in restricting 
the growth of the rich peasant economy in the countryside. 

In our country in the past there was no great difference be- 
tween big and small landlords in the manner of exploiting the pea- 
sants. The small landlords also sweated the peasants no less than 
the big ones. Therefore, our Party’s policy was most thoroughgoing 
and correct as it defined as landlords all of those who owned more 
than five chongbo of land and leased it out, and confiscated their 
land and even draught animals, farm implements, seed grain and 
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other means of agricultural production and buildings, evicted them 
to other places and thus rid the countryside completely of the influ- 
ence of the landlord class. 

Our Party defined that five chongbo should be the dividing 
line in deciding on the objects of land confiscation, and determined 
the landlords to be liquidated or not according to whether or not 
their land was leased out. This was a most correct policy enabling 
us to draw a sharp line of demarcation between the landlords, the 
rich peasants and some well-to-do middle peasants and preventing 
the landlords from forfeiting only a small part of their land and 
becoming rich peasants. 

If we had limited the area of land to be confiscated to more 
than eight or ten chongbo instead of five, or if we had let the land- 
lords retain part of their land, then some of the landlords would 
have lost no land at all or a small part of their land and remained 
in the countryside to become rich farmers and continue to exploit 
the peasants. 

As seen above, our Party’s policy for the agrarian reform which 
correctly defined the objects of confiscation, was the most revolu- 
tionary and firm policy because it made it possible to assure the 
unchallenged superiority of the revolutionary forces over the hostile 
forces by confiscating the land of the landlords who formed a small 
minority and distributing it to the peasants, the majority, and be- 
cause it ensured the agrarian reform being carried out smoothly in 
a thoroughgoing way by isolating the rich farmers, winning over the 
middle peasants and thoroughly isolating, dispersing and weaken- 
ing the hostile forces. 

Our Party’s policy was also designed to simultaneously carry 
out two kinds of tasks—liquidating landlords as a class and making 
the peasants genuine masters of land by confiscating the landlords’ 
land and distributing it to the peasants without compensation. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim Il Sung said: 

“In making preparations for the agrarian reform, we made a 
serious study of the experiences of foreign countries which had car- 
ried out agrarian reform. In some countries, they did not confiscate 
all the land of the landlords who had been defined as objects of 
confiscation but allowed them to retain a considerable amount. 
What is more, they did not apply the principle of confiscation with- 
out compensation and distribution free of charge. They paid com- 
pensation for land confiscated and then distributed it to the pea- 
sants at some charges, The actual conditions of our country did 
not allow us to draw on these experiences mechanically” (iid. 
p. 340). 

The confiscation and distribution of land without compensa- 
tion mean eliminating the landlords as a class by completely tear- 
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ing down their economic foothold. In contrast, the paid confiscation 
of land means allowing the landlords to live an idle life on unearn- 
ed incomes from capitalist exploitation, instead of feudalistic ex- 
ploitation, by using the money they received for the price of land, 
and thus letting them retain their economic foothold as an exploit- 
ing class. 

Placing the settlement of the agrarian question on the order 
of the day means carrying out the anti-feudal, democratic revolu- 
tion. It implies that the members of the landlord class, the feudal 
force, without exception, become the target of the democratic rev- 
olution. 

Our country’s historical experience shows that during the anti- 
Japanese national-liberation struggle there was a time when be- 
cause of the need to unite all the anti-Japanese forces, the action 
programme for the solution of the agrarian question did not go in 
for the expropriation of the landlords at large but simply defined 
the pro-Japanese reactionary landlords as the object of attack. But 
when the need arose to democratize society as a whole, the landlord 
class turned out a counterrevolutionary force, the main target of 
struggle, that opposed any democratic reform in order to keep the 
feudalistic exploiting system as it was. 

This method used in our country represented the most revolu- 
tionary policy because it offered the possibility of putting into ef- 
fect at a stretch the historic tasks of completely eliminating the 
landlord class, the main enemy in the democratic revolution, and 
making the peasant masses genuine masters of land to materialize 
their centuries-old aspirations. 

The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung gave a new all-round 
exposition of the theory, strategy and tactics on the anti-imperial- 
ist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution being carried out in colonial 
agrarian countries under new historic conditions, and he classically 
explained that the solution of the agrarian question formed the 
basic content of this revolution and constituted the first and fore- 
most revolutionary task. 

On the basis of his original idea and theory on the anti-impert- 
alist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution, the leader energetically 
organized and led the work of firmly building up the revolutionary 
forces and fully creating all the preconditions. Then he made clear 
the principled method of confiscation and distribution without com- 
pensation. 

Our Party’s policy for the agrarian reform was also designed 
to confiscate all the rented land, along with the land of the land- 
lords, and transfer its ownership: to the working peasants, thus 
totally abolishing the tenancy system, preventing it from being res- 
tored, and restricting the growth of the rich peasant economy, 
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which would provide favourable preconditions for the socialist re- 
organization of the rural economy. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“Although we transferred the ownership of the land to the pea- 
sants, we exercised control, banning them from selling it or renting 
it out so that the tenant system could not be restored and the rich 
peasants could not grow in strength” (ibid., p. 341). 

The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung put forward a correct 
policy forbidding the lease, sale, purchase or mortgage of land after 
the agrarian reform in order to check class differentiation and 
prevent the restoration of the tenancy system. 

The individual peasant economy, i.e., the small commodity- 
producing economy of the peasants who have received land, comes 
to prevail in the countryside after the agrarian reform. 

While the landlords and capitalists are in power, the penetra- 
tion of capitalist commodity-money relations causes the individual 
peasant economy—originally a form of small commodity-producing 
economy— to disintegrate, with the result that land is concentrated 
in the hands of big landowners while the masses inevitably sink 
into poverty and ruin. This occurs in the course of conversion of 
Jand into commodity, namely, in the process of mortgaging, selling 
and buying it. 

The process of such class differentiation in the countryside is 
considerably limited when power is in the hands of the masses of 
the people with the working class as the core, the basic means of 
production of the country are in the hands of the people’s power 
and a thoroughgoing agrarian reform is carried out by the party 
and the state of the working class. But if a finis is not put to the 
process of land being converted into commodity, class differentia- 
tion is more or less inevitable under the conditions in which the 
private peasant economy predominates, and, accordingly, the ten- 
ancy system cannot but be restored. 

Foreseeing all this, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung set 
forth the policy of allowing the peasants to till the distributed land 
generation after generation as long as they farmed it themselves, 
prohibiting them from mortgaging, selling, buying, and leasing it, 
and of getting them to return it to the state if they stopped plough- 
ing it themselves. 

This was a most effective policy making it possible to prevent 
all the confiscated land from being turned into commodity, stop 
class differentiation and check the restoration of the tenancy system 
in the countryside. 

Along with the agrarian reform, the policy of limiting the 
growth of the rich peasant economy was of great significance in 
consolidating the success of the agrarian reform, in rapidly improv- 
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ing the economic life of the peasants and in continuously advancing 
the revolution in the countryside. 

Acting upon the policy laid down by the leader, our Party pur- 
sued the policy of restricting the exploitation of the peasants by 
the rich farmers and the growth of their economy. It made the rich 
farmers work their land by themselves and prohibited them from 
hiring permanent farm hands, only allowing them to employ sea- 
sonal labour. 

If we did not limit various forms of exploitation of the pea- 
sants by the rich farmers but left the growth of the latter’s eco- 
nomy unchecked after the agrarian reform on the ground that the 
landlords were the main enemy in this reform, then the rich peasant 
economy would turn out a serious obstacle to the socialist trans- 
formation of agriculture to be carried out in the next stage of the 
revolution. 

As mentioned above, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung 
not only planned the successful solution of the agrarian question 
in the stage of the immediate democratic revolution but foresaw 
the future development of the revolution, and advanced the wise 
policy of preventing the restoration of the tenancy system after the 
agrarian reform and restricting the growth of the rich peasant 
economy. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim Il Sung origin- 
ally clarified the cardinal principle of settling the agrarian ques- 
tion in the once backward colonial agrarian countries under the 
new historical circumstances, and set forth a most revolutionary 
policy to carry it out. This made an immortal contribution to the 
Marxist-Leninist theory on the solution of the agrarian question. 


In keeping with the character and task of the revolution our 
Party correctly defined the land to be confiscated, applied the rev- 
olutionary method of confiscation and distribution without com- 
pensation, effectively prevented the conversion of land into com- 
modity and class differentiation in the countryside after the agra- 
rian reform, and restricted the growth of the rich peasant economy. 
This correct policy pursued by our Party made it possible to carry 
out the historic task of solving the agrarian question with success 
in our country and provided favourable conditions for the further 
development of the revolution. 

The Juche-based thought and theory on the settlement of the 
agrarian question, enunciated by the great revolutionary leader 
Comrade Kim I] Sung, illuminated a new path for the once under- 
developed colonial agrarian countries to follow in solving the agra- 
rian question and greatly helped develop and perfect the Marxist- 
Leninist theory on this question. 
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THE ENACTMENT AND PROMULGATION OF THE AGRARIAN 
REFORM LAW BY THE GREAT REVOLUTIONARY 
LEADER COMRADE KIM IL SUNG AND THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES OF 
PEOPLE’S POWER ORGANS TO ENFORCE IT 


The agrarian reform in our country was initiated with the an- 
nouncement of the historic Agrarian Reform Law on March 5, 1946, 
by the PPCNK and the commencement of its administrative acti- 
vities to put it into effect. This was based on our Party’s basic 
principle concerning the solution of the agrarian question and its 
solicy for implementing it, which were laid down after a compre- 
hensive study and analysis of the requirements of the laws govern- 
ing the development of the revolution and the centuries-old aspira- 
tions of the masses of the peasantry. 


What was most important in carrying out the agrarian reform 
through the legislative and administrative activities of the people’s 
power organs on the basis of the petitioning campaigns of the 
peasant masses, was to enact an Agrarian Reform Law as a truly 
popular and revolutionary law, proclaim and correctly enforce it. 


In our country it was by no means an easy job to enact an 
Agrarian Reform Law which was in full accord with the require- 
ment of the developing revolution and the interests of the peasant 
masses and which was powerful enough to suppress the hostile 
forces in reliance on the unreserved support of the masses of the 
people. Because the country was divided into the north and the 
south due to the US imperialists’ occupation of south Korea; the 
landlord class was up to hostile manoeuvres and spread all kinds of 
reactionary rumours; and land tenure relations were very intricate. 

The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung personally organized 
and led the whole process of such a difficult and complex work as 
to prepare and promulgate an Agrarian Reform Law and correctly 
carry it out. This brought the historic agrarian reform to a shining 
victory. 

The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung set a practical example 
in teaching what questions should be taken into account and what 
principles be observed in enacting a popular and revolutionary 
Agrarian Reform Law and how to frame it. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung stated: 

“When we enforced the agrarian reform, many opposed it and 
the reactionaries raised a storm. Moreover, land tenure relations 
were very intricate... Thus, it was important for us to draft an 
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Agrarian Reform Law which would take into full account all these 
conditions. In order to correctly solve this complex problem, we 
personally went to the farm villages. We talked and consulted with 
the peasants, sharing their life for more than a month. Because we 
went among the masses and consulted with them, we were able to 
draw up correct solutions for all problems, deciding, for instance, 
that it would be right to dispose of this kind of land in this way 
and that kind of land in that way, and what amount of land should 
be confiscated. As a result, we were able to actively elicit the rev- 
olutionary enthusiasm of the peasant masses to enforce the agra- 
rian reform and successfully carry out the complicated and difficult 
first democratic reform’ (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. III, 
pp. 265-66). 

As pointed out by the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung, it 
is essential to closely study and analyse land tenure relations be- 
fore correctly working out an Agrarian Reform Law. 

This was particularly so in our country where the peasants had 
a strong desire for private ownership of land, which made the rela- 
tions of landownership very intricate. 

In the past, there were some in our countryside who tenanted 
the landlords’ land while renting out the small land of their own, 
and some others who leased out a part of their land and ploughed 
the rest by themselves. Among the persons owning a comparatively 
large amount of land exceeding five chongbo of land, there were 
some landlords who rented out all their land without farming them- 
selves, and some other camouflaged landlords who pretended to 
farm a certain amount of their land themselves but actually hired 
permanent farm hands, that is, servants, to work it, while renting 
out the greater part of their land. And there were also rich pea- 
sants who tilled most of their land by themselves while keeping 
hired farm hands and renting out only a small part of their land. 
Besides, there were middle peasants or well-to-do middle peasants 
who farmed all their land for themselves though they had more than 
five chongbo of land. 

It was unreasonable, therefore, to indiscriminately define as 
landlords in the Agrarian Reform Law all those who owned more 
than five chongbo of land or all those who rented out land. If we 
had uniformly defined those owning more than five chongbo of land 
as subject to confiscation without deeply analysing and studying 
land tenure relations in the countryside in drawing up the Agrarian 
Reform Law or if we had defined as landlords those who rented 
out what small land they had to others while they themselves were 
tenant farmers and even those who rented out a part of their land, 
farming their own land themselves, it might have resulted in mul- 
tiplying the objects of struggle for no reason, thereby rendering it 
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impossible to concentrate the spearhead of attack on the landlord 
class—the main target of struggle. 

In order to correctly decide whose land should be confiscated— 
and this was of fundamental importance in the solution of the agra- 
rian question—the leader personally visited the rural villages in 
Sukchon County, South Pyongan Province, and other villages. In 
the course of talking and consulting with the peasants there, shar- 
ing life with them for more than one month, he deeply grasped 
land tenure relations which were very intricate. 

On this basis, the leader personally drew up and promulgated 
the scientific and revolutionary Agrarian Reform Law which ensur- 
ed that the spearhead of attack was directed on the landlord class, 
the interests of the broad peasant masses were thoroughly defended 
and the tenancy system was done away with once and for all. 

Since this law defended the interests of the peasants to the full 
and conformed to those of the broad masses of the people, it had 
wholehearted support from the vast masses of the people and 
abundantly demonstrated its validity in frustrating the antagon- 
istic manoeuvres of the landlord class on the strength of the active 
support of the masses. 

In the whole course of drawing up and proclaiming the popular 
and revolutionary Agrarian Reform Law, the like of which was 
unprecedented in history, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung 
clearly showed how to combine the class line with the mass line 
in the revolutionary struggle. Moreover, he taught through practic- 
al examples that for the working-class party and state to map out 
their lines and policies and correctly carry them through, it was 
essential to go to the masses to fully grasp their actual conditions 
and deeply analyse them, and that only when they were brought 
home to the masses, could they display great strength and vitality. 

The Agrarian Reform Law personally drawn up by the leader 
correctly reflected not only the specific realities of the countryside 
but also correctly embodied in it our Party’s fundamental principle 
of settling the agrarian question advanced by him and its policy 
for carrying it into effect. It was for this reason that it became a 
powerful means of class struggle in fulfilling the legitimate demand 
of the developing revolution and fully satisfying the centuries-old 
aspirations of the peasant masses. 

Generally speaking, the law is a means of defending the socio- 
economic system of the given society, a means of class struggle 
and a means of guarding the interests of the class in power. 

Therefore, as an expression of the people’s democratic dictat- 
orship reflecting the socio-economic system of the people’s dem- 
ocratic society which would be established as a result of the anti- 
imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution, the Agrarian Reform 
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Law had to become a means of acute class struggle to oppose the 
Jandlord class and the remnant forces of Japanese imperialism 
that shielded this class and a mighty instrument for defending 
the interests of the broad sections of the people including the 
peasants. 

The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung pointed out that for 
the Agrarian Reform Law to correctly fulfil this task, it was neces- 
sary to give a concrete form in an all-round way to the fundamental 
principle of our Party concerning the settlement of the agrarian 
question and the policy for its implementation. He then furnished 
a practical example in applying the Party’s lines and policies to 
the legislative activities of the people’s government. 

As it fully embodied in itself our Party’s basic principle of 
solving the agrarian question, all the provisions of the Agrarian 
Reform Law personally drafted by the leader are thoroughly rev- 
olutionary. 

Article 1 of the Law, in which our Party’s fundamental prin- 
ciple of solving the agrarian question was embodied, stipulated 
as follows: 

“Agrarian reform in north Korea is a historical and economic 
necessity. 

“The task of the agrarian reform is to abolish landownership 
by the Japanese nationals and the Korean landlords and the tenan- 
cy system, and transfer the right to utilize land to the peasants 
who work it. The agricultural system in north Korea is based on 
the peasant economy, the individual ownership of the peasants who 
are independent of the landlords.” 

As mentioned above, the Agrarian Reform Law, embodying the 
Party’s basic principle of totally abolishing the tenancy system and 
transferring all lands to the ownership of the toiling peasants on 
the principle “Only the tillers have the right to own land”, defined 
the main tasks of the agrarian reform and proclaimed the new 
agricultural system, which would be established in our country as 
a result of the agrarian reform, to be a system “based on the pea- 
sant economy, the individual ownership of the peasants who are 
independent of the landlords.” In other words, the Agrarian Re- 
form Law clearly showed its class and popular character by legal- 
izing the private farming system of the free peasants who would 
be emancipated from the feudalistic exploitation following the com- 
plete liquidation of the landlords as a class. 

The Agrarian Reform Law personally drafted by the leader 
reflected most accurately our Party’s policy for the agrarian reform. 

First, this finds expression in the fact that the Law exactly 
reflected the Party’s policy of correctly deciding whose land should 
be confiscated and thus assuring the overwhelming superiority of 
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the revolutionary forces over the hostile forces. It defined the land- 
lords as the main target of struggle and ensured that there were 
as small number of enemies as possible while abolishing the tenan- 
cy system once and for all. It also made sure that the broad masses 
of the people could be rallied closely around the Party and the peo- 
ple’s government through the agrarian reform. 

In accordance with Party policy, Articles 2, 3, 6,9 and 11 of 
the Agrarian Reform Law defined whose land should be confiscat- 
ed so that the remnant forces of Japanese imperialism and the land- 
lord class could be eliminated and the tenancy system abolished. 
They also gave legal expression to the policy of concentrating at- 
tack on the landlord class, the main target of struggle. 

It was stipulated in Article 2 that for the thorough elimina- 
tion of Japanese imperialism and its remnant forces, the lands of 
the Japanese state, Japanese nationals and organizations, and the 
Korean traitors to the nation and all the lands of the pro-Japanese 
elements and lackeys who fled after liberation, should be confiscat- 
ed and transferred to the possession of the peasants. Article 3 prov- 
ided that the land of the Korean landlords who owned more than 
five chongbo, the land of those who leased out all of their land 
without tilling it by themselves and all the land, irrespective of 
size, that had continuously been leased out, and the estates of the 
churches, monasteries and other religious bodies which had more 
than five chongbo should be confiscated without compensation and 
distributed to the peasants. 

Thus, the Law made it possible to thoroughly carry out the 
policy of abolishing the tenancy system as a whole. 

In order to completely eliminate the economic footholds of the 
landlord class, the main target of attack, and check the reactionary 
influence which it might exert on the peasants while remaining in 
the countryside, it was prescribed in Paragraph c of Article 6 that 
the landlords whose land was confiscated could receive land and 
farm it by themselves just as the peasants only when they moved 
to other counties. Article 9 stipulated that all the debts the hired 
peasants and tenant farmers owed to the landlords whose land was 
confiscated should be cancelled. Article 11 provided that the “drait 
animals and farm implements of the landlords and all the buildings 
and grounds of their residences” should be confiscated and placed 
at the disposal of the people’s committees. 

As for the lands to be confiscated, the Law stipulated that “all 
the land that has not been tilled by the owners but leased out” and 
“all the land, irrespective of size, that has been continuously leased 
out” should be confiscated without compensation. But it said that 
the “Korean landlords’ families, each having more than five chong- 
bo of land’, should be dispossessed of their draft animals, farm 
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implements, houses and various buildings, irrigation facilities, 
grounds and other assets, to say nothing of all their land, so that 
their economic footings would be completely eliminated. At the 
same time, it ordained that the landlords should be unconditionally 
evicted to other counties and thus dispersed. 

This would make it possible thoroughly to carry out the Party’s 
policy of completely liquidating the landlords, a feudal force, as 
a class and firmly uniting all the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, pa- 
triotic democratic forces around the Party through the agrarian 
revolution which constitutes the basic content of the anti-imperial- 
ist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution. 

Secondly, it is expressed in the fact that the Law clearly re- 
flected and legally defined the requirements of the Party’s policy 
of strictly adhering to the class principle and making equitable 
distribution in transferring the confiscated land to the peasants. 

In the countryside hired peasants, landless or land-short pea- 
sants are poor peasants and, like the workers, form the basic class 
of society and the main force of the revolution. 

When our Party was carrying out the agrarian revolution and 
turning over all the land to the peasants, it aimed, above all, to 
defend the interests of the hired and poor peasants. So the Law, 
reflecting the requirements of the Party’s policy, declared in Article 
6 that “the confiscated land shall be placed at the disposal of the 
people’s committees to be distributed to the hired peasants and the 
landless and land-short peasants.” Thus, it legally defined the hired 
and poor peasants as best entitled to receive land. Besides, it prov- 
ided for distributing most of the draft animals, farm implements, 
seed grain and buildings confiscated from the landlords to the hired 
and poor peasants. This ensured that the best lots of land and 
largest amount of property would be transferred to the hired and 
poor peasants who had formerly been subjected to all kinds of in- 
sults and maltreatment and suffered from poverty and hunger due 
to the lack of land. In this way, the Law correctly reflected the 
Party’s class principle of quickly improving their livelihood. 

Further, the Law and the regulations relative to its applica- 
tion correctly met the requirements of the Party’s policy of evenly 
and rapidly raising the living standards of the peasants and creat- 
ing favourable conditions for the future cooperativization of agri- 
culture by distributing the confiscated land in proportion to the 
number of family members and able-bodied persons. 

Thirdly, in accordance with the Party’s policy of applying the 
method of confiscating and distributing land without compensa- 
tion, Articles 2 and 3 of the Law declared that the land of the Jap- 
anese imperialists, pro-Japanese elements, traitors to the nation, the 
land of the landlords and religious bodies which had over five 
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chongbo, and all the lands leased out continuously, should be 
confiscated without compensation. Article 5 provided that “all the 
confiscated land shall be given free to the peasants for their per- 
manent possession.” 

By giving concrete legal expression to our Party’s revolu- 
tionary principle and steadfast position in the solution of the agra- 
rian problem, the Agrarian Reform Law clearly showed its own 
revolutionary and popular character. 

Fourthly, the Agrarian Reform Law accurately materialized 
the Party’s policy of creating favourable conditions for the continu- 
ed advance of the revolution in the countryside by preventing the 
revival of the tenancy system and restricting class differentiation 
and the growth of capitalist elements in the countryside after the 
agrarian reform. 

Article 10 of the Law sternly declared that “the sale, purchase, 
lease and mortgage of the land distributed to the peasants under 
this Law are prohibited.” This was a specimen of revolutionary 
legislation, for it would put an end to the history of commercial- 
ization of land, one of the primary factors breaking up the peasant 
economy to revive the tenancy system and bring about mass im- 
poverishment and ruin under the conditions in which predominated 
the individual peasant economy, a form of small commodity eco- 
nomy. 
Further, the legal provision for strict prevention of the conver- 
sion of land into commodity and the revival of the tenancy system 
was a manifestation of the people’s government’s policy of actively 
protecting the private farming of the peasants who received land. 
It once again testified to the popular character of the Agrarian Re- 
form Law. 

In addition, Article 8 of the Law stipulated that “under this 
Law the land given to the peasants shall be exempted from general 
liabilities and burdens.” Article 9 provided for cancelling all the 
debts to the landlords, distributing land in proportion to the num- 
ber of family members and able-bodied persons in the family con- 
cerned, and taking measures to restrict the exploitation of peasants 
by rich farmers and the development of the rich peasant economy. 

By taking legal steps to prevent the revival of the tenancy 
system and restrict the growth of the rich peasant economy in con- 
formity with the Party’s line and the requirements of Party policy, 
the Agrarian Reform Law made it possible to create favourable 
preconditions for socialist transformation of agriculture in the 
future. 

Fifthly, the Agrarian Reform Law ensured that orchards, ir- 
rigation facilities, forests and some land unsuitable for distribution 
to the peasants should be transferred to state control, so that they 
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would be more effectively utilized for the development of agriculture 
and in the interests of the entire people. This made it possible for 
the state economic sector to emerge in the domain of agriculture, 
too, and play a vanguard role in the development of the rural 
economy. 

Sixthly, the Agrarian Reform Law, reflecting the Party’s policy 
of getting the masses of the peasants directly to undertake the his- 
toric agrarian reform, defined the rural committees organized by 
the hired and poor peasants—the basic core in the countryside— 
according to the democratic will of the peasant masses, as direct 
executors of the agrarian reform. 

Article 15 of the Law said, “The agrarian reform shall be en- 
forced under the guidance of the Provisional People’s Committee 
of North Korea. The responsibility for its implementation in local 
areas rests with the provincial, county and sub-county people’s 
committees and with the rural committees elected at the general 
meetings of hired peasants and landless and land-short tenants in 
the rural villages.” 

This legally provided that the people’s power organs at all 
levels were to organize and direct the work of the agrarian reform 
under the guidance of the PPCNK which was then the legislative 
organ and, at the same time, the central executive organ, and that 
the real executive organs in the countryside were the rural commit- 
tees comprising representatives elected according to the will of 
the peasants. 

It enabled the rural committees consisting of hired and poor 
peasants to become the basis for rural government organizations 
and bear the brunt of the struggle against the landlords, pro-Japa- 
nese elements and traitors to the nation and mobilize the peasant 
masses to achieve brilliant victory in the agrarian reform. 

As stated above, the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung per- 
sonally went deep among the peasant masses to make a concrete 
study and analysis of the complicated relations of landownership 
and draw up the Agrarian Reform Law by embodying in it our 
Party’s basic principle for the solution of the agrarian question 
and its policy for implementing it. Precisely because of this, the 
historic Agrarian Reform Law furnished a fine example and speci- 
men of the revolutionary and popular legislation which made it 
possible for the reform to be correctly carried out so as to thorough- 
ly defend the interests of the peasant masses and meet the require- 
ments of laws governing the development of the revolution. 

The PPCNK promulgated the Law on Temporary Measures 
for the Enforcement of the Agrarian Reform ion the very day when 
it announced the Agrarian Reform Law. 

The Law on Temporary Measures for the Enforcement of the 
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Agrarian Reform was designed to check the subversive and sabo- 
taging manoeuvres of the landlords and reactionary elements dur- 
ing the progress of the agrarian reform. It showed our Party’s 
prudent and meticulous organizational leadership and its season- 
ed methods of leadership in the revolutionary struggle. 

Carrying out such a great revolution as the agrarian reform 
inevitably requires a definite period of time. Therefore, it is obvious 
that in the period there will be the manoeuvres of the landlords 
who are going to be liquidated, the reactionary elements colluding 
with them and the vicious profiteers. 

Expecting this, our Party saw that the Law on Temporary Mea- 
sures for the Enforcement of the Agrarian Reform was enacted and 
announced as a revolutionary step to forestall such manoeuvres. 

The Law was brief consisting of only three articles, but its 
content was very rigid. 

It was stipulated in Article 1 that from the very moment the 
Agrarian Reform Law was announced those landlords who sold 
or hid, destroyed or disposed of draft animals (cattle, horse, etc.) 
and various kinds of farm implements should be “regarded as the 
enemy of the people” and, at the same time, be punished with a 
penal servitude up to 5 years or by a fine not exceeding 100,000 won. 

Article 2 provided that those landlords who sold their houses, 
storehouses and other buildings or destroyed and disposed of them 
by other methods in this period, should also be “regarded as the 
enemy of the people” and punished with a penal servitude up to 
10 years or by a fine not exceeding 200,000 won. This prevented 
the landlords and reactionary elements from destroying and dis- 
posing of the means of agricultural production that had cost the 
blood and sweat of the peasants. 

Article 3 declared that the vicious profiteers who purchased 
draft animals, farm implements, houses, storehouses and other 
buildings from landlords should also be sentenced to penal ser- 
vitude of 3 years or less or punished with a fine not exceeding 
50,000 won. 

Meanwhile, the local power organs and the rural committees 
compiled lists of items to be confiscated and made each landlord 
write out a certificate of custody holding himself responsible for 
keeping them until the completion of the agrarian reform. This 
prevented the landlords from reckless machinations. 

This made it possible to successfully protect the valuable as- 
sets of the people from the subversive manoeuvres of the landlords 
and reactionaries and eliminate in advance those elements which 
might hinder the development of agriculture after the agrarian 
reform. 

The agrarian reform, a historic revolution, could not be suc- 
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cessful only through such legislative activity of the people’s govern- 
ment as the adoption of the Agrarian Reform Law and the Law 
on Temporary Measures for the Enforcement of the Agrarian 
Reform. 

Along with such legislative activity, it was also important to 
properly conduct administrative organizational work, i.e. to get 
the people’s power organs to work energetically for the correct exe- 
cution of the laws enacted and promulgated. 

For this, on March 7, 1946, the PPCNK adopted a decision on 
the Agrarian Reform Law in North Korea at its Enlarged Com- 
mittee Meeting and sent its copies to the people’s committees at 
all levels. 

The decision was designed to let the people’s committees at 
all levels clearly know their immediate tasks in correctly carrying 
out the Agrarian Reform Law and the ways to fulfil them. 

First of all, the decision clearly set the immediate tasks before 
the provincial, county and sub-county people’s committees, along 
with concrete ways to carry them out. 


According to the decision, the people’s committees at all levels, 
under the guidance of the representatives dispatched from the peo- 
ple’s committees at upper levels, were to hold their enlarged com- 
mittee meetings to take measures to put the Agrarian Reform Law 
into effect and widely propagate the significance of the reform 
among the workers, peasants, office employees and other broad 
masses. The sub-county people’s committees were to send their 
delegates to each ri (farm village) on the mission oi convening 
peasants’ meetings and explaining the Law and then organizing 
a rural committee of five to nine members according to the dein- 
ocratic will of the peasants. 

Also specified in the decision were the duties of the rural com- 
mittees and the ways to discharge them. 

The rural committees were charged with performing all the 
work of confiscating and distributing the land under the guidance 
of the people’s committees. Their duties were to decide the land 
to be confiscated, to draw up the lists of the lands to be confiscat- 
ed and their sizes, draft animals, buildings, seed grain, orchards, 
forests, irrigation facilities and other farm production facilities, to 
investigate and register the peasants to whom the lands were to 
be distributed, to concretely examine the number of their family 
members and able-bodied persons and their tenanted land and its 
size and, on this basis, to map out a plan for land distribution, and 
to take certificates of custody from the landlords whose lands were 
listed as forfeitable under the Law on Temporary Measures for 
the Enforcement of the Agrarian Reform which held them answer- 
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able for any damage or loss on their draft animals, farm imple- 
ments, buildings, farm production facilities, seed grain and so on. 

The decision also set forth the formalities of the ratification 
of the land distribution plans drawn up and presented by the rural 
committees and the methods of settling problems arising in this 
process. 

The land distribution plan drawn up by the rural committee 
had to be put into execution with the approval of the sub-county 
people’s committee. When the latter’s decision conflicted with the 
views of the former, the plan could be submitted to the counly 
people’s committee for consideration. When the decision of the coun- 
ty people’s committee, too, clashed with the views of the rural com- 
mittee, it could seek the final approval of the provincial people's 
committee. This would fully ensure the authority of the rural com- 
mittee representing the peasant masses’ will. 

The decision on the Agrarian Reform Law in North Korea 
represented an important undertaking of the PPCNK for the en- 
forcement of the Agrarian Reform Law. It played an enormous role 
in organizing and mobilizing the broad masses to the struggle 
1o put the agrarian reform into effect. 

Along with the people’s committee members, representatives of 
the local organizations of the political parties and social organiza- 
tions participated in the enlarged meetings of the people’s com- 
mittees at all levels, so that they would know the contents of the 
Agrarian Reform Law and its significance in the building of a 
new Korea, widely publicize and explain them through their or- 
ganizations and mobilize the organized masses to the struggle to 
carry out the agrarian reform. 

In particular, after the announcement of the Agrarian Reform 
Law and the decision on the Agrarian Reform Law in North Korea 
our Party was the first to support the agrarian reform and declared 
its determination to organize and mobilize the whole Party to tne 
struggle to carry it out. Following this, other political parties and 
social organizations issued statements one after another in support 
of the agrarian reform and took measures to mobilize their or- 
ganizations. 

On March 8, 1946 the PPCNK circulated copies of the Regula- 
tions Relative to the Application of the Agrarian Reform Law io 
the people’s committees at various levels and the rural committees. 

The Regulations was a guiding document correctly explaining 
the contents of the Agrarian Reform Law and specifying the ways 
to deal with the practical problems arising in the course of carry- 
ing it into effect. Its preparation and circulation were aimed at 
making it possible to correctly execute the state laws such as the 
Agrarian Reform Law and the Temporary Measure Law. 
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Chapter | of the Regulations referred in detail to the organ- 
ization and duties of the rural committee, the lowest organ tasked 
with the execution of the Agrarian Reform Law. 

The chapter gave a concrete exposition of the content of deci- 
sion No. 4.0f the PPCNK, and clarified in detail even the practical 
matters arising in the activities of the rural committees. 

Chapter 2 of the Regulations illustrated by concrete facts the 
way to correctly solve the problems arising in the confiscation of 
land. It stipulated that those landowners with more than five chong- 
bo of land who had tilled part of the land by themselves and leased 
out the rest should be deprived of the leased land alone and those 
who owned more than five chongbo but had worked all of it by 
themselves should be allowed to keep it. 

It also made it clear that those who had leased out part of 
their land and cultivated the rest by hiring work hands were reg- 
arded as landlords and that all the land which they had leased 
out or tilled with the help of hired hands should be confiscated. 
This prevented deviations in confiscating land. 

Besides, the Regulations gave clear answers to the problems 
which could not be clarified in detail in the Agrarian Reform Law. 

For instance, it provided that the land of foreigners other than 
Japanese should also be confiscated in accordance with the Law 
as in the case of Korean landlords if their cases came under Ar- 
ticles 2 and 3 of the Law; that the landowners who, living in towns 
divorced from farming, rented out all their land should be dispos- 
sessed of their land, irrespective of its size; and that the landlords 
who voluntarily divided their land among their tenants free of 
charge or contributed it to the people’s power organs before the 
proclamation of the Agrarian Reform Law, should not be deprived 
of their buildings and properties. Thus, it cleared up all problems 
that might crop up in the course of confiscating land. 

Chapter 3 of the Regulations referred to the principle and 
practical methods of land distribution. 

The Regulations said that all the confiscated land should be 
redistributed, so that it would be distributed to the hired, landless 
and land-short peasants in proportion to the number of their family 
members and able-bodied persons in their households. In this, all 
plots of land which had been worked by the hired hands and ten- 
ants should be given to them without fail, and the land-short pea- 
sants should be given land as wide as they were entitled to own 
according to the number of their family members and able-bodied 
persons, and this inclusive of their own land. The Regulations even 
specified the method of calculation. 

It prescribed that the calculation of the land to be allotied 
should be done in such a way that points were given according to 
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the number of family members and able-bodied persons and that the 
area of land to be allotted was determined by the points. 

The method of calculation was as follows: 

1 point for a man aged from 18 to 60 

1 point for a woman of 18 to 50 

0.7 point for a youth of 15 to 17 

0.4 point for a boy or a girl of 10 to 14 
0.1 point for a child below 9 

0.3 point for a man above 61 

0.3 point for a woman above 51 

It was also stressed in the Regulations that the quality of 
the plots should be taken into consideration in the distribution of 
land. 

This helped prevent deviations in the distribution of land. 

Chapters 4, 5 and 6 of the Regulations provided for the methods 
of dealing with the problems arising in the management of or- 
chards, forests and irrigation facilities by the state. 

In this way, the Regulations Relative to the Application of the 
Agrarian Reform Law helped correctly deal with the practical 
affairs in carrying the Law into effect proficiently and undeviating- 
ly under different circumstances. 

The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung personally drafted and 
promulgated the most revolutionary and popular Agrarian Reform 
Law for the first time in history, thereby giving correct answers 
to all problems related to the Law, such as the procedures and 
methods of drawing it up, the principles to be observed and the 
matters to be considered in formulating it and the content of its 
provisions. 

The Agrarian Reform Law personally prepared and promulga- 
ted by the leader was an original law correctly reflecting the urgent 
demand of the given stage of the revolutionary development of our 
country and the centuries-old desire of the peasants. Hence, it 
received the unreserved support of the peasant masses and served 
as a powerful means for most correctly solving the agrarian pro- 
blem in the stage of the democratic revolution, relying on the sup- 
port. 

This found expression in the fact that as soon as the Agrarian 
Reform Law was promulgated, meetings of the peasants were held 
in all farm villages across the country to discuss the Law, and that 
these meetings not only expressed the enthusiastic support of the 
peasant masses for the Agrarian Reform Law but also gave full 
play to their revolutionary enthusiasm and activity in the successful 
carrying out of the agrarian revolution. 

The leader wisely led the people’s power organ to take legis- 
lative actions for the solution of the agrarian question, including 
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the enactment of the Agrarian Reform Law, perform administrative 
functions and exercise its power for the correct implementation of 
the legislation. This made it possible to rouse the masses of the 
people from all walks of life, except the handful of landlords and 
reactionary forces, for the struggle to carry out the agrarian reform 
and forestall all the subversive and sabotaging manoeuvres of the 
reactionary forces. 


OUR PARTY'S STRATEGIC AND TACTICAL POLICIES FOR 
THE AGRARIAN REVOLUTION FRAMED BY THE GREAT 
REVOLUTIONARY LEADER COMRADE KIM IL SUNG 
AND THEIR SUCCESSFUL MATERIALIZATION 


Historical experience shows that winning sure victory in the 
revolutionary struggle, free from any vicissitudes, depends large- 
ly on whether the working-class party that leads the revolution 
works out correct strategy and tactics and successfully puts them 
into practice. 

The agrarian reform was carried out successfully and without 
a hitch in our country. This was because the great leader Comrade 
Kim I] Sung put forward correct strategic and tactical policies and 
provided wise guidance for their correct implementation. 

Referring to the principle which must be observed without 
fail by the Communists in mapping out the Party’s strategy and 
tactics for the fulfilment of its revolutionary tasks, the great rev- 
olutionary leader Comrade Kim I! Sung said: 

“Both in class struggle and in the struggle to harness nature, 
it is the Marxist-Leninists’ invariable struggle method to make an 
exact calculation of the balance of forces between the enemy and 
us, grasp the main link and concentrate attack on it. This should 
be the fundamental principle to be followed by the Communists in 
working out their strategy and tactics. To grasp the main link and 
concentrate attack on it is the strategic and tactical principles, 
which we should abide by without fail in all affairs, whether in 
political and economic work or in military operations” (Kim I Sung, 
Selected Writings, Korean ed., Vol. VI, 1965, pp. 462-63). 

In carrying out the agrarian reform, our Party, guided by the 
strategic and tactical principles masterly formulated by the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il Sung, made a scientific analysis of the 
balance of the class forces and, on this basis, set forth a correct 
class policy and successfully carried it out. 

Our Party defined the landlord class as the main target of 
attack, correctly decided on whom to win over and whom to isolate, 
and organized and mobilized all forces to concentrate attack on 
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the landlord class. This ensured an overwhelming ascendancy of 
the revolutionary forces over the counterrevolutionary forces and, 
at the same time, dispersed the counterrevolutionary forces as much 
as possible and weakened their resistance. 

Our Party also let the peasant masses, who had vital interests 
in the solution of the agrarian question, directly undertake the ag- 
rarian reform under the leadership of the working class, correctly 
seized the ripe opportunity and launched a decisive struggle, so 
that the agrarian reform was carried out most thoroughly. 

Moreover, our Party shaped wise strategic and tactical policies 
such as of taking proper guidance measures to prevent the Right 
and “Left” deviations which might appear in the process of the 
agrarian reform, and successfully carried them out. This made it 
possible to complete the historic reform most thoroughly and yet 
rather smoothly without vicissitudes. 

One of the most important things in our Party’s strategy and 
tactics for the agrarian reform was to pursue a correct class policy, 
so that the revolutionary forces would attain overwhelming 
superiority. 

The correct determination of the chief target of attack on the 
basis of the scientific calculation of the balance of forces, was 
essential to thoroughly isolate the hostile forces and rally the 
broad masses to the side of the revolution. It was the most im- 
portant matter in working out the Party’s class policy and all 
iis strategy and tactics. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim Il Sung taught: 

‘To decide correctly whose land should be confiscated is neces- 
sary if we are to work out correct strategy and tactics for the class 
struggle—on the question of with whom to ally, whom to oppose 
and whom to isolate’ (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 335). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung taught, it is an im- 
portant question in the revolutionary struggle to determine who 
the target of struggle should be because on it depends the question 
of deciding whom to ally with and whom to isolate. Accordingly, 
how to solve this question means how to carry through the Party’s 
class and mass lines. 

When the agrarian reform was initiated in our country the 
balance of forces was very favourable to the side of the revolution. 

The Japanese imperialists, the biggest counterrevolutionary 
force that had hindered with bayonets the realization of our rev- 
olution’s strategic task of solving the agrarian question, had been 
defeated. After our country was liberated, their lackeys—the pro- 
Japanese elements and traitors to the nation—were liquidated by 
the masses of the people who were inspired by the surging rev- 
olutionary zeal, or took flight to the south of the 38th parallel. 
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Under the circumstances, only the handful of landlords consti- 
tuted the counterrevolutionary force that turned against the dem- 
ocratic reform aimed at abolishing the feudalistic relations of land- 
ownership and the tenancy system. 


Therefore, on the basis of a scientific estimation of the balance 
of class forces, our Party correctly fixed the targets of struggle 
in the agrarian reform; it defined the landlords possessing more 
than five chongbo of land as the principal target of struggle to be 
liquidated as a class, and the landowners who, living in towns 
and connected with trade and manufacture, leased out all of their 
land or let out their land all the time, irrespective of its size, as the 
target of struggle in abolishing the tenancy system by confiscat- 
ing their tenanted land only. At the same time, it confirmed by 
law the land and properties taken away from the Japanese impe- 
rialists, pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the nation. 

As stated above, in order to guarantee sure victory in the acute 
class struggle to liquidate the landlords as a class and abolish the 
feudalistic relations of landownership and the tenancy system, our 
Party followed the correct class policy of firmly relying on the 
hired hands and poor peasants and, on this basis, winning over 
ihe middle peasants and isolating the rich peasants. 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“Our Party’s tactics at the time of agrarian reform were to 
rely on the strength of the peasant masses, especially of the poor 
peasants and hired farm labourers, in the class struggle against the 
landlords. We endeavoured to win over the middle peasants so that 
they would support our Party’s policy of confiscating the land- 
lords’ land. As for the rich farmers, we isolated them, telling them, 
‘We will not touch you. So keep quiet and mind your nwn 
business.’ ”’ 


Our Party’s tactical policy for the agrarian reform advanced 
by the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung was based on his scient- 
ific analysis of all the peasants in different status. 

The peasants of our country were divided into four sectors—the 
hired farm hands, poor peasants, middle peasants and rich farm- 
ers, and their status was different. 


The hired hands and poor peasants were landless peasants 
who formed the overwhelming majority of the peasantry. They had 
been subjected to the most cruel feudalistic exploitation and op- 
pression. Aware that only the agrarian reform would free them 
from feudalistic exploitation and oppression, they had the greatest 
interest in it. Therefore, our Party regarded them as the main force 
in the agrarian reform, and put forward the policy of carrying out 
the reform with them as the core force by winning over the middle 
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peasants and relying on the strength of the broad masses of the 
peasants. 

In our country the middle peasant sector consisted mainly of 
the owner farmers who made a living, though unstable, on their 
own—they tilled their own land and met their own food demand for 
themselves. 

However, because of their extremely fragmented economy, most 
of the middle peasants were in such a position that they felt con- 
stant economic pressure from the landlords and rich peasants whose 
economy was relatively larger and, in most cases, they found them- 
selves going to ruin, got caught in the clutches of usury practiced 
by the latter. 

According to the law of class polarization peculiar to the 
exploiter society, a very small number of middle peasants may 
become rich peasants or small landlords, while most of them be- 
come impoverished to swell the ranks of the poor peasants. 

As mentioned above, under constant economic pressure from 
the landlords our middle peasants found themselves in an unsettled 
state, destined to bankruptcy and ruin. Therefore, they could side 
with the poor peasants and hired farm hands, not with the land- 
lords and rich peasants, in the agrarian reform to liquidate the 
landlords as a class. 

On the other hand, the middle peasants had nothing to lose 
by the enforcement of the Agrarian Reform Law which truthfully 
reflected the relations of landownership and the actual conditions 
of different categories of peasants in our countryside. Moreover, 
no small number of peasants belonging to the middle peasant sector 
were short of land for their family sizes and their number of able- 
bodied members, and they held a considerable proportion of the 
“land-short peasants” defined by the Agrarian Reform Law as those 
to whom land should be distributed. 

Under these circumstances, the entire middle peasants could 
sympathize with the poor peasants and hired hands in their struggle 
to deprive the landlords of their land and could join in this strug- 
gle because they had direct or indirect interests in it. Actually, 
many of them took an active part in the struggle. 

So, in pursuance of the policy advanced by the leader, our 
Party made a vigorous effort to completely win over the middle 
peasants to get them to wholeheartedly support the agrarian re- 
form, and ally with them by widely drawing them into the mass 
struggle to expose and denounce the landlord class. 

The decided success in winning over the middle peasants by 
firmly relying on the poor peasants and hired hands made it pos- 
sible not only to build up the strong revolutionary forces but also 
prevent even the rich peasants from going over to the side of the 
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jandlords. This was of great importance in thoroughly isolating 
the landlord class. 

The rich farmers belonged to the richest people in our country- 
side. They farmed their own land with their draft animals and 
permanent or seasonal hired labourers, exploiting the poor peasants 
and hired farm hands by lending money, draft animals and farm 
implements at high interest. They sometimes rented out part of 
their land. 

Some rich farmers gradually became landlords and turned into 
a feudalistic force. 

The rich peasants tilled a tiny part of their land by their own 
labour with the help of their families. Viewed in this light, they 
were peasants. But, at the same time, they represented the rural 
bourgeoisie, the exploiting class whose socio-economic status was 
common with that of the landlord class in that they hired farm 
hands and exploited the poor peasants and hired hands through the 
medium of land, usury, draft animals and farm implements. 


This dual character of the rich farmers caused them to vacillate 
between the peasantry and the landlord class in the period of the 
agrarian revolution. The rich peasants might possibly take sides 
with the landlord class to become a reactionary force or sit on the 
fence lest they should be liquidated together with the landlord 
class, and this depended on what attitude and policy the work- 
ing-class party would adopt towards the rich peasant economy in 
leading the agrarian reform. 

Acting upon the leader’s instructions, our Party put forward 
the policy of estranging the rich peasants completely from the 
landlords and isolating them, taking into full consideration the 
character and tasks of our revolution and the rich peasants’ vacilla- 
tion attendant on their socio-economic status. Then, in order to 
successfully carry out this policy the Party saw to it that the Agra- 
rian Reform Law was enacted and correctly implemented. 

The agrarian reform was a socio-economic revolution the basic 
task of which was to completely do away with the landlords as a 
class and, at the same time, to abolish the feudalistic systems of 
tenancy and hired farm labour. 

Therefore, the rich peasant economy also sustained some blow 
in the agrarian reform. 

The rich peasants held no small part of “all the land continu- 
ously leased out” and of the “land tilled by hired labour” which 
were defined as the objects of confiscation in the Agrarian Reform 
Law and the Regulations. 

All the debts the hired hands and poor tenant farmers owed to 
the rich farmers were nullified. 


77 


As a result, the rich farmers were deprived of part of their 
land and suffered some loss. 

In accordance with the Agrarian Reform Law, the landlords 
were deprived of all their properties including land and moved to 
other counties, so that the landlord class was completely liquidated. 
But the policy applied to the rich peasants was fundamentally dif- 
ferent from that applied to the landlord class. In their case, only 
their feudal means of exploitation were confiscated, and the land 
tilled by themselves, their dwellings, draught animals, farm imple- 
ments, various production installations and seed grains were ex- 
empted from confiscation, so that the basis of the rich peasant econ- 
omy would be maintained as ever. 

This was because the agrarian reform, a socio-economic reform 
to carry out the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution, 
did not mean an attack on the exploiting system as a whole. It 
was a tactical policy for isolating the rich farmers in view of their 
vacillating nature in the agrarian reform so that they might not 
go over to the side of the landlord class. 

Our Party’s class policy—which was to build up a powerful 
revolutionary force by relying firmly on the hired and poor peas- 
ants and decidedly winning over the broad middle peasants and to 
isolate the rich peasants tactically while concentrating the spear- 
head of attack on the landlord class—prevented the rich peasants 
from colluding with the landlord class and induced them to obey 
the Agrarian Reform Law so as to maintain their economy without 
being liquidated together with the landlord class. 

If the rich peasants were defined as one of the targets of attack 
like the landlord class, without an overall analysis and considera- 
tion of the character and tasks of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, 
democratic revolution and the socio-economic conditions and in- 
constancy of the rich peasants, the targets of struggle would in- 
Shae to cause difficulties and complications in the agrarian re- 

orm. 

In accordance with the wise policy set forth by the great leader 
Comrade Kim I] Sung, our Party correctly carried through the 
mass line as well as the class line which called for decidedly 
winning over the middle peasants and isolating the rich peasants 
by firmly relying on the hired farm hands and poor peasants. This 
enabled the Party to organize and mobilize the broad masses of 
the people to the agrarian revolution and thus successfully ac- 
complish the great historic reform to completely liquidate the isola- 
ted landlord class and abolish the tenancy system for good. 

Another important thing in our Party’s strategic and tactical 
policy in carrying out the agrarian reform, was that, in spite of 
the decided superiority of the revolutionary over the counterrevolu- 
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tionary forces, it dispersed the counterrevolutionary forces and 
weakened its resistance, so that the agrarian reform was smoothly 
carried out. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“important thing is to weaken the counterrevolutionary forc- 
es. This is just as, important as strengthening the revolutionary 
forces. We should do all we can to weaken the counterrevolutionary 
forces in all political, economic, cultural and military fields, while 
strengthening the revolutionary forces” (Kim II Sung, Selected Works, 
Eng. ed., Vol. IV, p. 100). 

As is classically formulated by the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung, weakening the counterrevolutionary forces in the rev- 
olutionary struggle is as important as strengthening the revolution- 
ary forces and is a sure guarantee for smooth progress of the rev- 
olutionary struggle. 

In order to win victory in the class struggle it is necessary to 
firmly build up the main force of the revolution, prepare the auxili- 
ary force by winning over as many forces as possible and thus en- 
sure the decided predominance of the revolutionary forces over the 
counterrevolutionary forces. This always constitutes the first and 
foremost task for the working-class party. 

At the same time, it is an important tactical task to disperse 
the counterrevolutionary forces in every way, weaken their resist- 
ance and smoothly ensure victory in the revolution even under the 
conditions in which the revolutionary forces hold unchallenged 
predominance over the counterrevolutionary forces. 

In particular, the smooth progress of the agrarian reform, the 
first democratic reform in our country after liberation, was of great 
importance in inspiring the masses of the people with confidence 
in victory in the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolu- 
tion and rousing them to the struggle to continuously deepen and 
develop the revolution. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II] Sung first built up the rev- 
olutionary forces firmly, so that they would hold decided superiority 
over the counterrevolutionary forces. 

The Party struck deep roots in the working class, the leading 
force in the revolution, and firmly established its control over this 
class so as to organize and mobilize it vigorously to the carrying 
out of the agrarian revolution. The Party also politically awakened 
the peasants, organized them and trained them in the practical 
struggle, so that they would become a dependable revolutionary 
force. This led to the formation of the strong main force of the 
revolution. At the same time, the Party adopted the policy of tak- 
ing away land from the landlord families whose number was no 
more than 44,000 and distributing it to over 720,000 peasant house- 
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As a result, the rich farmers were deprived of part of their 
land and suffered some loss. 

In accordance with the Agrarian Reform Law, the landlords 
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being liquidated together with the landlord class. 
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In accordance with the wise policy set forth by the great leader 
Comrade Kim I! Sung, our Party correctly carried through the 
mass line as well as the class line which called for decidedly 
winning over the middle peasants and isolating the rich peasants 
by firmly relying on the hired farm hands and poor peasants. This 
enabled the Party to organize and mobilize the broad masses of 
the people to the agrarian revolution and thus successfully ac- 
complish the great historic reform to completely liquidate the isola- 
ted landlord class and abolish the tenancy system for good. 

Another important thing in our Party’s strategic and tactical 
policy in carrying out the agrarian reform, was that, in spite of 
the decided superiority of the revolutionary over the counterrevolu- 
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tionary forces, it dispersed the counterrevolutionary forces and 
weakened its resistance, so that the agrarian reform was smoothly 
carried out. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“important thing is to weaken the counterrevolutionary forc- 
es. This is just as important as strengthening the revolutionary 
forces. We should do all we can to weaken the counterrevolutionary 
forces in all political, economic, cultural and military fields, while 
strengthening the revolutionary forces” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, 
Eng. ed., Vol. IV, p. 100). 

As is classically formulated by the great leader Comrade 
Kim I] Sung, weakening the counterrevolutionary forces in the rev- 
olutionary struggle is as important as strengthening the revolution- 
ary forces and is a sure guarantee for smooth progress of the rev- 
olutionary struggle. 

In order to win victory in the class struggle it is necessary to 
firmly build up the main force of the revolution, prepare the auxili- 
ary force by winning over as many forces as possible and thus en- 
sure the decided predominance of the revolutionary forces over the 
counterrevolutionary forces. This always constitutes the first and 
foremost task for the working-class party. 

At the same time, it is an important tactical task to disperse 
the counterrevolutionary forces in every way, weaken their resist- 
ance and smoothly ensure victory in the revolution even under the 
conditions in which the revolutionary forces hold unchallenged 
predominance over the counterrevolutionary forces. 

In particular, the smooth progress of the agrarian reform, the 
first democratic reform in our country after liberation, was of great 
importance in inspiring the masses of the people with confidence 
in victory in the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolu- 
tion and rousing them to the struggle to continuously deepen and 
develop the revolution. 

The great leader Comrade Kim I! Sung first built up the rev- 
olutionary forces firmly, so that they would hold decided superiority 
over the counterrevolutionary forces. 

The Party struck deep roots in the working class, the leading 
force in the revolution, and firmly established its control over this 
class so as to organize and mobilize it vigorously to the carrying 
out of the agrarian revolution. The Party also politically awakened 
the peasants, organized them and trained them in the practical 
struggle, so that they would become a dependable revolutionary 
force. This led to the formation of the strong main force of the 
revolution. At the same time, the Party adopted the policy of tak- 
ing away land from the landlord families whose number was no 
more than 44,000 and distributing it to over 720,000 peasant house- 
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holds. In this, it relied firmly on the hired and poor peasants, winn- 
ing over the middle peasants, tactically isolating the rich peasants 
and keeping them from going over to the side of the landlords. This 
ensured a decided predominance of the revolutionary forces over 
the counterrevolutionary forces. 

The leader did not confine himself to firmly building up the 
revolutionary forces. He put forward a superb tactical policy of 
widely dispersing the landlord class made up of only 44,000 house- 
holds and weakening their resistance. 

This was aimed at preventing the counterrevolutionary forces 
from being organized through the alliance of the landlord class 
with other reactionary forces in our country. 

Immediately after liberation the surging revolutionary enthus- 
iasm of the masses of the people was steered to a vigorous struggle 
to eliminate the pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the nation. 
This prevented the landlords from allying themselves with the 
reactionary remnant forces of Japanese imperialism. 

This showed to the landlords that if anyone of them joined 
hands with the pro-Japanese elements, traitors to the nation and 
other remnant forces of Japanese imperialism, he would suffer 
the same fate as the latter had met. 

Our Party also saw to it that the landlord class could not get 
in touch with the reactionary forces who had then gathered in 
south Korea which was under US imperialist occupation. 

No sooner had the reactionary forces in south Korea started 
their counterrevolutionary manoeuvres than our Party launched a 
powerful struggle throughout the northern half to expose and de- 
nounce their nature as quislings and traitors to the nation. This 
forbade the landlords in the northern half from forming organiza- 
tional alliance with the counterrevolutionary forces that had begun 
entrenching themselves in south Korea. 

While keeping the landlord class from uniting itself with any 
counterrevolutionary force, our Party also followed the policy of 
estranging the rich peasants of the northern half, who were liable 
to join hands with it, from the landlords and tactically isolating 
them. As a result, the landlord class in the northern half was com- 
pletely quarantined politically. 

Besides, our Party took a measure to weaken the economic 
strength of the landlord class. The organized struggle for the 3:7 
system of tenancy that had started in the autumn of 1945 all over 
the northern half, markedly reduced the economic power of the 
jandlord class and thus undermined the economic basis for large- 
scale counterrevolutionary manoeuvres. 

While intensifying political and economic offensives against 
the landlord class in this manner, our Party enacted the Agrarian 
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Reform Law in such a way that the landlords should adopt different 
attitudes and stands towards the agrarian reform. 

Some 20 per cent of the over 44,000 landlord families in the 
northern half were those who let out their land on lease and 
engaged in medium and small trade and manufacture in towns. 
They had no foothold in the countryside and only frequented the 
villages to collect farm rents. 

Taking account of this, our Party stipulated in the Agrarian 
Reform Law that land should be the only object of confiscation 
with such landlords. 

In the period of agrarian reform when the task of the anti- 
imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution was being carried 
out, we could not go the length of attacking trade and manufactur- 
ing in towns. 

Hence, the landlords living in towns thought it a good luck 
that their private trade and manufacture were left intact, though 
their land in the countryside was confiscated, and they adopted a 
different stand from that of the sheer landlords and did not try to 
offer a strong resistance. As a result, a considerable number oi 
landlords did not openly set themselves against the agrarian reform 
and thus the forces of the landlord class came to be dispersed. 

As mentioned above, the Party’s policy of concentrating attack 
on the feudalistic system of landownership and leaving the capital- 
ist trade and manufacture intact while ensuring their free business 
activities, served as the most effective way of dispersing and weak- 
ening the strength of the landlord class. 

Meanwhile, some of the landlords divided their land among the 
peasants or offered it to the people’s government of their own ac- 
cord, prior to the agrarian reform, as they realized that the reform 
was an inevitable demand which no force could ever suppress. 

As for these landlords, our Party adopted the policy of not 
confiscating houses, buildings and other properties. This also was 
an important measure to disperse the forces of the landlord class. 

As regards the landlords who were deprived of land and pro- 
perties and liquidated, our Party moved them to other counties if 
{hey meekly obeyed the Agrarian Reform Law and gave them land 
so that they could make a living for themselves. 

This was a measure to provide the landlords with means of 
subsistence and weaken their resistance as much as possible, in- 
stead of provoking their desperate resistance by leaving them no 
ee but to die on the pretext of liquidating the landlord 
class. 

To disperse the landlords to other localities where they had no 
foothold at all proved to be an effective measure to prevent their 
resistance in the course of the agrarian revolution and eliminate 
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the reactionary influence which the landlords might exert on the 
backward peasants. 

Of course, in view of their class nature, the landlords could not 
be expected to shed their discontent with and antipathy to the 
agrarian reform after they were resettled in other places, and 
they might offer resistance over a long period as long as they were 
alive. But our Party exercised dictatorship over and resolutely 
suppressed all the landlords who openly resisted. But as for those 
who did not offer resistance but submissively obeyed all policies 
of the people’s government and wanted to earn a living by the sweat 
of their brows, our Party allowed them to live together with other 
people. 

As seen above, the superb tactics used by our Party in the 
agrarian revolution to disperse and weaken the hostile forces even 
under the conditions in which the overwhelming ascendancy of the 
revolutionary forces was maintained, provided an important guar- 
antee for the smooth progress of the agrarian reform. 

Another important thing in our Party’s tactical policy for the 
agrarian reform was to get the peasants themselves to directly 
carry out the agrarian reform under powerful assistance of the 
working class, so that they thoroughly carried it out, further 
strengthened the worker-peasant alliance and consolidated the 
Party’s rural stronghold. 

The agrarian reform in our country involved a deep-going 
class struggle between the peasantry and the landlord class. It was 
aimed at liquidating the landlord class in order to abolish the 
feudalistic relations of landownership and tenancy system and 
establish a system of landownership of the working peasants. 

The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung propounded the great 
idea that in order to win a decisive victory in this acute class 
struggle the peasants themselves should be made to directly under- 
take the agrarian reform under the conditions of the working 
class actively helping the peasants in their struggle. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

the broad masses of the peasants were mobilized and the 
peasants themselves were made the executors of the agrarian re- 
form, with the result that their political zeal and class awakening 
increased to a great extent in the course of their actual struggle 
against the landlords. The formation of the rural committees made 
up of poor peasants and farm hands was the basic factor in the 
thorough implementation of the agrarian reform” (Kim II Sung, 
Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. I, p. 38). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung taught, making the 
masses of the peasants the direct executors of the agrarian reform 
constituted a basic factor in thoroughly carrying it out. 
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It is because the agrarian reform is a vital problem of the 
peasants, a class most interested in it. 

It also follows from the fact that whether or not the agrarian 
question is correctly solved in the interests of the peasant masses, 
is decided by how the working-class party maintains its revolution- 
ary principles and how the peasant masses acquainted with the 
rural affairs better than anyone else and vitally interested in it 
participate in the agrarian revolution. 

Unless the desire and determination of the peasant masses to 
seize the landlords’ land are great, the agrarian reform cannot be 
carried out successfully, nor can its success be consolidated and 
developed, however correct the line and policy of the working- 
class party. 

Thanks to the energetic activities of our Party, the peasant 
masses increased their class consciousness and tempered them- 
selves in the actual struggle and thus prepared themselves to 
directly undertake the agrarian reform. 

With a deep insight into all this, the leader decided that the 
peasant masses should directly undertake the historic agrarian 
reform. As the concrete way of its enforcement, he organized rural 
committees, which were elected by the peasant masses themselves 
according to their democratic will, and made these committees the 
executive organs of the Agrarian Reform Law. 

Thus, no sooner had the Agrarian Reform Law been proclaim- 
ed than the peasants held meetings in all rural districts of the 
northern half and the rural committees were formed with the core 
elements from among the poor peasants and hired hands. The total 
number of the rural committees was over 11,500 with a membership 
of 90,697 who represented the will of the peasants. And several 
million peasants voluntarily assisted in the work of the rural com- 
mittees. 

In South Pyongan Province alone, 2,255 rural committees were 
formed with a membership of 15,785, and some 800,000 peasants 
rendered assistance to their work. 

In defence of the rights and interests of the toiling peasants 
the rural committees bore the brunt of the struggle against the 
landlords, pro-Japanese elements, traitors to the nation and all 
other reactionary forces. Representing the will of the peasants, they 
successfully carried on their assigned tasks while strictly observing 
the state laws and regulations such as the Agrarian Reform Law, 
the Law on Temporary Measures for the Enforcement of the Agra- 
rian Reform and the Regulations Relative to the Application of the 
Agrarian Reform Law. 

Exercising the authority vested in them by law, the rural 
committees decided on the landlords who should be dispossessed of 
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their lands, investigated and registered their lands and other pro- 
perties to be confiscated, came to a definite decision on their con- 
fiscation with the approval of the people’s committees, made the 
landlords take care of their properties which were registered as 
objects of confiscation under the Temporary Measure Law and 
received certificates of custody from them. They also conducted all 
other work concerning the confiscation and distribution of land. 
They investigated and registered the land cultivated by the hired, 
landless and land-short peasants, the number of their family 
members and work hands. On this basis, they worked out the land 
distribution plans to be approved by the people’s committees and 
then divided land. They also investigated and grasped how much 
debts the farm hands and tenants owed to the landlords and took 
steps to cancel them. 

The rural committees’ work was vast and complicated. That 
was why the landlords and other reactionary elements ranted that 
such work could never be undertaken by the poor and hired peas- 
ants whose intellectual level was low. And some functionaries even 
suggested that measures should be taken to send “experts” to the 
farm villages to give them a helping hand. 

Criticizing their wrong view, the great revolutionary leader 
Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“The peasants know the rural conditions better than those 
who study the rural affairs at their desks and, therefore, they 
could correctly survey and distribute the land without their help” 
(ibid., p. 39). 

As the leader pointed out, the poor and hired peasants on the 
rural committees could properly carry out the enormous and com- 
plicated work without the help of those who studied the rural affairs 
or the “experts”, despite their low level of knowledge because they 
knew the actual conditions of the rural areas more concretely and 
correctly than anyone else. 

The rural committee members also clearly understood that 
only by carrying out the agrarian reform thoroughly and correctly, 
could they emancipate themselves and all other peasants from 
feudalistic exploitation and oppression once and for all. So, they 
fought bravely with might and main for the thoroughgoing and 
correct enforcement of the agrarian reform. 

The Party’s tactical policy of making the peasant masses the 
direct executors of the agrarian reform made it possible not only to 
carry out the agrarian reform in a thoroughgoing way but also to 
bring up a large number of new core elements in the countryside 
amidst the acute class struggle. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung stressed: 

“In the course of the agrarian reform, our Party recruited the 
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best elements from among the poor peasants and farm hands and 
thus firmly built up. its position in the countryside, improved its 
composition and further expanded and strengthened its ranks” 
(ibid., p. 39). 

Nearly 10,000 poor and hired peasants including members of 
the rural committees were admitted to the Party in the course of 
the struggle for carrying out the agrarian reform. 

This shows that the prestige of our Party rose high among the 
broad masses through the agrarian reform and that it could expand 
and consolidate its rural position by laying its firm foundation and 
striking deep roots in the countryside. 

As can be seen from this, our Party’s correct policy of making 
the rural committees representing the will of the peasant masses 
execute the Agrarian Reform Law and of letting the peasants carry 
out the agrarian reform by themselves, was a basic factor in the 
thoroughgoing enforcement of the agrarian reform. The implemen- 
tation of this policy marked an epochal turn in expanding and 
strengthening our Party. 

There must be the active assistance of the working class, the 
leading class of the revolution, for the peasant masses to take 
charge of the agrarian reform. 

The peasantry, like the working class, the basic class of so- 
ciety, forms a main detachment of the revolution. But the peasants 
alone cannot carry out any revolution, let alone win victory. 

From this, our Party set forth the wise policy of making the 
working class help the peasants in their struggle to enforce the 
agrarian reform. 

Referring to the significance of the working-class assistance in 
the agrarian reform, the great revolutionary leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung said: 

“After the proclamation of the Agrarian Reform Law we 
formed rural committees of the poor and hired peasants so that 
they themselves could put the agrarian reform into effect. 

“At the same time, our Party organized agrarian-reform-sup- 
port detachments among the workers and sent them to the country- 
side to give the peasants active help in their struggle.... This work- 
ing-class assistance not only helped strengthen the worker-peasant 
alliance but also greatly heightened the peasants’ enthusiasm for 
the struggle. Having seen the workers personally helping them to 
enforce the agrarian reform, the peasants clearly realized that they 
were not alone in the battle against the landlord class but had 
the working class on their side. Thus they became more confident 
and courageous in the struggle to strip the landlords of their land” 
(Kim I] Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 338). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung pointed out, the 
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active support of the working class to the peasants in their strug- 
gle for the solution of the agrarian question provided an important 
cuarantee for the shining victory of the agrarian reform. 

In the struggle against the landlord class for the solution of 
the agrarian question, the peasant masses could fight with firm 
confidence in victory and admirably fulfil their role as the direct 
executors of the agrarian revolution as they received active support 
from the working class. 

And it was only natural for the working class to render active 
support to the peasants in their struggle for land, in view of both 
its historical mission as the leading class of the revolution and the 
community of class interests. 

The historical mission of the working class is to put an end 
to all sorts of exploitation and oppression and build socialism and 
communism. So, the working class is in duty bound to help the 
peasants in their struggle to free themselves from the feudalistic 
exploitation and oppression. More, the working class can develop 
industries and promote the well-being of all the working masses 
including themselves only by solving the agrarian question and 
freeing the productive forces of agriculture from the feudal fetters 
and rapidly developing them. 

Hence, our workers warmly welcomed the Agrarian Reform 
Law upon its proclamation and unanimously assisted in the agra- 
rian reform in response to the Party’s call. 

At factories and enterprises the progressive workers formed 
agrarian-reform-support detachments and went to the countryside 
and conducted vigorous activities. 

In Pyongyang alone, 1,150 best workers selected by the trade 
unions of miners, railway workers, metal workers and chemical 
workers went to various parts of South Pyongan Province and 
helped the peasants in their struggle. 

The workers vigorously conducted the work of explaining 
the content of the Agrarian Reform Law and the significance of the 
agrarian reform. At the same time, they detected the vicious land- 
lords and the lurking pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the 
nation and exposed and denounced their criminal acts. While de- 
fending the rural committees and helping their work in coopera- 
tion with the security organs and with the Peasant Self-Defence 
Corps organized in the countryside, they exposed and smashed the 
subversive manoeuvres of the landlords and other reactionaries and 
thus suppressed the resistance they put up in some places. The 
workers also took up the work of evicting the expropriated land- 
lords to other localities. 

When large contingents of workers drove into the villages on 
trucks decorated with placards inscribed with slogans such as 
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“Long live the national hero General Kim I] Sung!” and “Long 
live the agrarian reform!” and helped the peasants in their strug- 
gle, the morale of the peasants rose sky-high and the authority of 
the rural committees increased in their activities, whereas the land- 
lords and other reactionaries felt small and dared not offer re- 
sistance. 

In some places in Hwanghae, South and North Pyongan Pro- 
vinces, a handful of landlords and bribed loafers formed gangs and 
attempted to attack the rural committees, set fire to public build- 
ings and perpetrate terrorist outrages on the cadres and rural com- 
mittee members. But the Peasant Self-Defence Corps and security 
organs in concert with the workers disclosed and crushed their at- 
tempts in advance. 

Thus, the Party’s policy of making the peasants directly ex- 
ecute the agrarian reform and giving them the powerful support of 
the working class, immensely heightened the fighting zeal of the 
peasants, strengthened the worker-peasant alliance and enabled 
them to put down the resistance of the landlords and other reac- 
tionaries. It was a basic factor for the successful agrarian reform. 


Another important point in our Party’s tactical policy for the 
shining victory of the agrarian reform was to exactly choose the 
ripe moment and launch a decisive struggle to carry out the ag- 
rarian reform in a short span of time. 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim Il Sung said: 

“Revolution is complex and requires a scientific art of leader- 
ship. A revolution can emerge victorious only when the line of 
struggle is laid down scientifically and scrupulously and the most 
appropriate time is chosen to unfold a decisive fight, on the basis 
of a correct judgement of the revolutionary situation and an exact 
calculation of the balance of forces between the enemy and oneself’ 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. IV, p. 347). 


As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung taught, the correct 
choice of the right and ripe time to launch a decisive battle without 
hesitation is an important guarantee of victory in the revolution 
and an important tactical principle the working-class party should 
always hold fast to in organizing and guiding the revolutionary 
struggle. 

In general, by the right and ripe time for the revolutionary 
struggle is meant a time when the main as well as auxiliary forces 
of the revolution are firmly built up to assure the overwhelming 
superiority of the revolutionary forces over the counterrevolution- 
ary forces, while the hostile forces are isolated to the maximum, 
thrown into confusion and unable to resist the attack of the rev- 
olutionary forces with organized strength. It is a time when the 
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internal and external situation is in favour of the revolution and to 
the disadvantage of the counterrevolutionary forces. 

In this light, the March of 1946 was the most right and ripe 
time for the agrarian reform in our country. As for the balance of 
forces, the peasant masses were awakened to class consciousness, 
closely united in organizations and tempered in the actual strug- 
gle, and thus they grew strong enough to directly undertake the 
agrarian revolution; the patriotic, democratic forces of all walks of 
life achieved unity and cohesion on the basis of the worker-peasant 
alliance and supported the agrarian reform of the peasants. 

In contrast, the landlords found themselves in utter isolation 
due to our Party’s superb strategic and tactical policy. Having re- 
ceived successive political and economic blows, they were seriously 
weakened and dispersed. It was out of the question for them to 
think of organizing counterrevolutionary parties. And they were 
also denied an opportunity of allying themselves organizationally 
with the reactionary parties of the landlords and capitalists which 
had been formed in south Korea. Thus, they were dispersed, weak- 
ened and thrown into confusion. 

The internal and external situation at the time was also very 
favourable for the agrarian revolution of the peasant masses. 

In the course of World War II the imperialist forces were 
weakened, whereas the democratic forces grew rapidly. In our 
country, too, even in south Korea occupied by US imperialism, not 
to speak of north Korea, the patriotic, democratic forces rapidly 
gained in strength to prevail over the reactionary forces. 

All these facts signified that both the subjective and objective 
situation was ripe for the struggle to liquidate the landlord class 
by organizing and mobilizing all the patriotic, democratic forces. 

This notwithstanding, the anti-Party, counterrevolutionary fac- 
tionalists and opportunists who had wormed their way into the 
Party, now put forward the absurd argument that the agrarian re- 
form was “premature” and so should be put off till a unified gov- 
ernment would have been set up. 

If their argument had been accepted and the fit opportunity 
lost, the agrarian reform would have been stranded. 

This was borne out by the subsequent developments in south 
Korea where the landlords and capitalists with the backing of US 
imperialism organized reactionary political parties, something 
which had been unthinkable under Japanese imperialist rule, and 
proceeded to whip up their forces, and even set up a puppet regime 
and a counterrevolutionary armed force defending their interests 
uy worked desperately to suppress and stamp out the democratic 
orces. 

If the work for the agrarian reform had been started in such a 
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time it would have involved the risk of going through many turns 
and twists. 

Scientifically analysing the prevailing revolutionary situation 
and foreseeing its future development, the great leader Comrade 
Kim I] Sung made sure that the agrarian revolution aimed at elimi- 
nating the remnant forces of Japanese imperialism and the feudal 
forces, the big and small landlords, was launched and carried to 
brilliant success at a time when the landlords and other reaction- 
aries, the counterrevolutionary forces, were dispersed and weakened 
{o the extreme and thrown into confusion in the northern half. 

Meanwhile, the month of March, just before spring ploughing, 
was fixed as the time for the agrarian reform in our country. This 
was based on the correct calculation of the characteristics of agri- 
culture and the agrarian revolution. 

Many complex problems would have cropped up if the agra- 
rian reform had been enforced and the land distributed after sowing 
and rice-transplanting, the most important production processes in 
the yearly farming of the peasants. Therefore, in order to bring the 
vitality of the agrarian reform into fuller play the land had to be 
distributed to the peasants before spring ploughing to enable them 
to sow their own fields. 

Our Party was quite right when it set the March of 1946 as 
the time for the agrarian reform; this fully conformed to the spe- 
cific features of our agriculture and met the urgent demand of the 
peasants. 


Along with the choice of time, it is also important to launch 
a decisive battle without the least wavering and hesitation in or- 
ganizing and guiding the revolutionary struggle. 

In our country, as in some other countries, the anti-Party, 
counterrevolutionary factionalists were bent on a “smooth” solution 
of the agrarian question without correctly calculating the balance 
of forces. They asserted that the land should be confiscated gradual- 
ly through several stages and that the small landlords’ land should 
be confiscated with compensation. 

This would only lead to giving the landlord class a breathing 
space and a chance for perpetrating all kinds of subversive activit- 
ies and, further, to providing conditions for its organizational 
opposition to the agrarian reform. 

And this could make it impossible to fully meet the urgent 
demand of the developing revolution for the solution of the agrarian 
question and realize the ardent desire of the peasant masses. 

Following the leader’s tactical policy, our Party saw to it that 
now that a fit opportunity had arrived, an all-out attack was made 
on all the targets of the revolution including Japanese imperialism, 
its remnant forces and the landlords, big and small, without fixing 
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any stage or order, and that a decisive battle was launched to do 
away with the tenancy system once and for all. 

This gave the landlord class and other reactionary forces no 
breathing space and no chance to organize resistance and thus 
led the historic agrarian revolution to shining victory to make 
the first breach for the overall democratization of the country. 

In leading the agrarian revolution, our Party paid deep atten- 
tion to Right and “Left” deviations that might appear in its course. 
It rectified them in time and successfully carried out the agrarian 
reform, the first democratic reform. 

The great thought and theory of the respected and beloved 
leader Comrade Kim I] Sung on the solution of the agrarian ques- 
tion, is permeated with an out-and-out revolutionary idea that the 
agrarian reform should meet the interests of the peasants and the 
requirements of the development of the productive forces of society 
and, at the same time, should conform to the stand of the working 
class and to its historic mission for class emancipation. 

The leader always stressed that the principled, Marxist-Leninist 
solution of the agrarian question necessitates the correct leadership 
of the working-class party and state. By thoroughly embodying this 
idea in the whole course of the preparation for the agrarian reform 
and of its enforcement, he ensured that the difficult and complex 
agrarian revolution was carried to a brilliant victory without any 
Right or “Left” deviations. 

Historical experience shows that both Right and “Left” op- 
portunism do big harm to the development of revolution. In the 
solution of the agrarian question, like in all other matters of rev- 
olution and construction work, they fail to establish Juche and de- 
viate from the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary principle, running 
away to the two extremes. 

In the solution of the agrarian question the Right deviation 
finds expression in the fact that it allows the merchandising of land 
and thus creates conditions for the development of capitalist rela- 
tions in the countryside to give rise to class differentiation, to re- 
vive the tenancy system and encourage the rich peasant economy. 
Particularly, it is expressed in the fact that it neglects the leader- 
ship of the party of the working class and the unified, revolutionary 
guidance of the state in the agrarian revolution, avoiding a decisive 
struggle against the landlord class and thus forgoing the task of 
liquidating the landlords as a class. 

In the final analysis, the Right deviation prevents the genuine 
emancipation of the peasant masses and keeps the agrarian reform 
within the bounds of a bourgeois “reform” by leading it to a 
compromise with the landlord class, a class enemy. 

From the early days of his revolutionary activities, the great 
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leader Comrade Kim II Sung did never allow the Right deviation 
in the agrarian revolution. By embodying the great Juche idea, he 
clarified the most revolutionary agrarian programme and alter 
liberation prescribed the leadership of the Party and the revolution- 
ary guidance of the state as the fundamental problem in the whole 
course of preparing for and carrying out the agrarian reform. 

Having clarified our Party’s basic principles and ways for 
the solution of the agrarian question, as well as its strategic and 
tactical policies to be applied in the process of the agrarian reform, 
the leader personally directed the agrarian reform in the forefront 
and thus prevented all manner of Right deviations. 

Our Party set a practical example of party leadership and 
state guidance to the agrarian revolution by strengthening the 
legislative and executive functions of the people’s power organs 
in the agrarian reform. 

Besides, our Party, after seizing the landlords’ land and turn- 
ing it over to the toiling peasants, strictly prohibited by law its 
sale, purchase, mortgage and lease to thoroughly prevent its mer- 
chandising. As for the rich farmers, it adopted the policy of restrict- 
ing them, allowing them only to employ seasonal labour instead of 
permanent one. 

The landlords were dispossessed not only of their land but also 
of their orchards, forests, houses, buildings, irrigation facilities, 
farm implements and draft animals, and the debts the tenants and 
hired hands owed to them were nullified. This prevented the land- 
lords from becoming rich peasants. In the light of the reactionary 
influence the landlords might possibly exert on the peasants, the 
expropriated landlords were evicted to other localities and thus 
scattered. In this way, cur Party thoroughly carried out the agra- 
rian reform. 

In the solution of the agrarian question the “Left” deviation is 
manifested in the dogmatic claim to nationalize land, without tak- 
ing account of the new historical conditions and the country’s spe- 
cific realities, or in the hasty classification of the rich farmers as 
objects of liquidation and in the encroachment on the interests of 
the middle peasants, in disregard of the basic task of the agrarian 
reform, a task of the democratic revolution. 

This is an opportunist move which can compromise the enforce- 
ment of the agrarian reform; it divorces the Party from the masses 
and makes it impossible to rally all the forces that can be united 
to the side of the revolution and to concentrate the attack on the 
landlord class, the main target of the agrarian revolution. Further, 
it will create too many targets of struggle without justification. 

In the final analysis, the “Left” deviation involves the irretri- 
evably serious consequence of helping the enemy at the expense of 
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the interests of the peasant masses and weakening the leading role 
of the working class and the worker-peasant alliance. 

The leader laid down a correct class policy for the successful 
enforcement of the agrarian reform and, on this basis, pointed to 
the need of thoroughly implementing the class and mass lines. To 
this end, he drew up and circulated the Regulations relative to the 
enforcement of the agrarian reform which would serve as an im- 
portant guiding document in the execution of the Agrarian Reform 
Law. He thus clearly indicated concrete ways to carry out the 
aprarian reform. 


In this way, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung took every 
possible step so that no deviation might be revealed in the whole 
lab of the preparation for and enforcement of the agrarian re- 
orm. 

As a result, the agrarian reform could be carried to shining 
victory without any serious deviation in its whole process. 

But in the early stage of the agrarian reform some Right and 
“Left” deviations were revealed in certain local areas due to the 
manoeuvres of the factionalist-flunkeys, provincialists and op- 
portunists. 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“In the first stage, a ‘Left’ deviation was manifested in Hwang- 
hae Province, which went so far as to wipe out rich peasants, and 
this put us in danger of increasing our enemies. There were Right 
deviations in some parts of North Pyongan Province. But the agra- 
cian reform proceeded smoothly because we spotted and corrected 
these deviations in time’ (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, 
p. 340). 


Manifested in some local areas were such “Left” deviations 
as classifying even rich peasants with less than five chongbo of 
Jand as objects of confiscation and causing confusion by branding 
people as pro-Japanese elements or traitors to the nation indiscrimi- 
nately without any principle. Seeking personal vengeance, some 
“Left” elements wantonly violated provisions which were clearly 
stipulated in the Law and the Regulations. 

There appeared such “Left”? tendency because certain local 
Party functionaries and Party members had no clear idea of the 
essence of the Party’s political line and policies, lacked experience 
in their implementation and had insufficient training through Party 
channels. 

It was also ascribable to the fact that as the Party was only 
five months old at the time, it was impossible to test all the local 
Party functionaries through practice, and that this allowed the 
casehardened factionalist-flunkeys and provincialists to steal into 
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the Party ranks, hold important positions in local Party organiza- 
tions and implant petty-bourgeois ideas in the Party. 

Foreseeing all this, as soon as the agrarian reform was start- 
ed, the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung sent best Party memb- 
ers, who were prepared ideologically and theoretically and tested 
and tempered in actual struggle, to various localities, where they 
organized and conducted the work of guidance and inspection. In 
the meantime, he himself went to many farm villages to look into 
the situation and give detailed guidance. 

Those who were sent out to do the work of guidance and in- 
spection vigorously strove to rectify “Left” deviations in view of 
the grave consequences they might cause to the revolutionary strug- 


e. 

Closely following the leader’s teachings, those charged with 
the task of guidance and inspection intensified the work of arming 
the functionaries and Party members with the leader’s great rev- 
olutionary ideas and Party policies and gave them scrupulous guid- 
ance so that they could thoroughly implement our Party’s class and 
mass lines. Thus, they could overcome the “Left” deviations in the 
bud. 

There also appeared Right deviations in some places. They pro- 
tected the landlord class overtly and covertly instead of thoroughly 
liquidating it. Some backward peasants sympathized with the land- 
lords and went so far as to shield them by falsely declaring the 
landlords’ land to be theirs. 

Such Right deviations were due to the fact that some local 
Party organizations failed to give proper class education to the 
peasants and insufficiently conducted Party propaganda work a- 
mong the masses to stir up their hatred for the landlord class by 
exposing and denouncing its reactionary and counterrevolutionary 
nature, and that some local Party and government functionaries in- 
dulged in provincialist and nepotist practices, which affected the 
peasant masses. 

Our Party, while increasing the class consciousness of the 
Party members and the masses through intensified education, took 
measures for the correct execution of the Agrarian Reform Law, 
promptly rectifying the Right errors manifested in its execution, 
confiscating the land and other properties of the landlords still 
entrenched in the rural areas and evicting them to other districts. 

As a result, all the Right and “Left” deviations manifested in 
some areas in the initial stage of the agrarian reform were over- 
come in time, and this made it possible to correctly carry into 
effect the basic principle and policies set forth by the Party, with- 
he any serious deviations in the whole process of the agrarian re- 

orm. 
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Comrade Kim II] Sung, the great leader of our Party and our 
people, cleared the unique way to the solution of the agrarian ques- 
tion, set forth the basic principle of the agrarian reform and the 
policy for its implementation and the strategy and tactics of the 
working-class party in leading the agrarian revolution, and per- 
sonally organized and led our Party’s activities to correctly carry 
them out. Thus, he made it possible to successfully carry out the 
great, historic reform to liquidate all the landlords as a class 
and satisfy the centuries-old desire of the peasant masses. 

The historic agrarian reform put an end once and for all to 
the feudal landownership and tenancy system which had subjected 
the peasants to feudal exploitation and oppression for thousands 
of years, and opened up a new era in which the peasants could 
live a happy life, farming their own land for the first time in the 
history of our country. 

As a result of the agrarian reform, 1,000,325 chongbo of land 
owned by the Japanese imperialists, their henchmen—the Korean 
landlords—and those who had rented out their land continuously 
was confiscated without compensation, and 981,390 chongbo was 
divided among 724,522 hired, landless and land-short peasant 
households free of charge to become their permanent possession. 

The land confiscated in the agrarian reform accounted for 
53 per cent of the total cultivated land or 95 per cent of the land 
rented out before liberation. The number of the peasant households 
which received land came to more than 70 per cent of the total. 

The table on the next page illustrates the confiscation and dis- 
tribution of land during the agrarian reform. 

Besides, 14,477 buildings owned by the Japanese nationals, 
traitors to the nation and landlords were confiscated, of which big 
ones were used by schools, state organs or social organizations, 
and the rest were distributed to the hired hands and poor peasants, 
along with 4,774 cattle and horses, farm implements and various 
farming facilities. 

And 2,692 chongbo of orchards, 1,165 irrigation facililies and 
3,432,986 chongbo of forests were transferred to state ownership. 
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Material on the Confiscation and Distribution of Land in 
fhe Agrarian Reform in the Northern Half of the Republic 


Confiscated land | 


Objects 


Land owned by the 
Japanese state 
and nationals 


Land of the traitors 
to the nation and 
deserters 


Land of the landlords 


with more than 
five chongbo 


Land of those who 
rented out all 
of their land 


Land of those who 
leased out their 
land continuously 


Land of churches, 
monasteries and 
other religious 
bodies 


Total 


chenobe)| Objects 
Meee ae 
13272 | "peosen 
237,746 pee 


Expropriated 
landlords who 
were moved to 
other districts 


263,436 


358,053 Total 


Land preserved 

by the people’s 
committees for 
state control 


15,195 


1,000,325 


Distributed land 


Acreage Number 

(chong-| % lofhouse-| % 
bo) | holds 

22,387 | 2.3 17,137 2.4 

603,407 | 61.5 | 442,973 61.1 

345,974 135.2 | 260,501 | 36.0 


—— 
et ened o— 


———— 
ce 
—— 


100 | 724,522 100 


————— 
wee een ol 


18,935 


———_—__——. 
ee Ge 


(From The Statistics on the Development of the National Economy 
of the DPRK for 1946-1960, Korean ed., p. 59.) 
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THE CONTRIBUTING FACTORS IN THE VICTORIOUS 
ENFORCEMENT OF THE HISTORIC AGRARIAN REFORM 
IN OUR COUNTRY AND THE PRINCIPAL 
FEATURES OF THIS REFORM 


Our country won a great victory in the agrarian reform, one of 
the most complex and difficult revolutionary tasks, by carrying it 
out in a most revolutionary, thoroughgoing way and rather smooth- 
ly without much trouble in a very short span of time. 

The historic victory of the agrarian reform in our country is 
one of the brilliant fruits borne by the wise leadership of Comrade 
Kim Il Sung, the revolutionary genius, the author of the great 
Juche idea and the respected and beloved leader of our Party and 
people. 

Applying the great Juche idea, the great revolutionary leader 
Comrade Kim II Sung propounded a superb idea and theory on 
the solution of the peasant and agricultural questions in the stage 
of the democratic revolution and personally organized and directed 
all the struggles to put them into effect, so that a great victory 
unprecedented in history was won even under such a complex 
situation. 

Already in the years of the arduous anti-Japanese revolution- 
ary struggle the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung prepared the 
historical roots of our Party’s agricultural programme and clarified 
the revolutionary principle, “Only the tillers have the right to own 
land.” 

After liberation the situation was very complex. Yet he im- 
mediately showed the Korean people which road they should follow, 
and travelled the rural areas for over one month to solve the 
agrarian question before anything else. Sharing board and room 
with peasants, he personally worked out the basic principles and 
methods of agrarian revolution with due consideration for the 
prevailing situation and the specific conditions of our country. He 
also instilled class consciousness in the peasant masses, organiza- 
tionally united them and tempered them through practical strug- 
gle. In this way, he brought them up to become the direct executors 
of the agrarian reform. 

After preparing and promulgating the Agrarian Reiorm Law, 
the leader personally visited many farm villages and inspired the 
peasants to the struggle to carry out the agrarian reform. He saw 
to it that the tile-roofed mansions of the landlords and their best 
plots of land were given to those peasants who had lived as farm 
hands for many generations, receiving subhuman treatment. He 
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was so kind as to write the name-plate for a former farm hand 
and fastening it to the gate post of the house given to him. 

Thanks to the presence of Comrade Kim I] Sung, the great rev- 
olutionary leader and the benign father of our people, the peasants 
of our country who had so long been exploited, oppressed, insulted 
and humiliated by the landlords, could demand an agrarian reform 
with a determination to fight the landlord class to the end and 
waged a fierce class struggle as its direct executors. 

A great teacher and kind-hearted father, the leader showed the 
peasants the way to an honourable life, inspired strength and 
courage in them and provided them with a powerful weapon for 
class struggle. 

Recalling the days of the agrarian reform, a Labour Hero, who 
had been a farm hand for 20 years and who bravely fought the 
landlord class as a member of a rural committee during the reform 
and is now working as chairman of a cooperative farm board, said 
as follows: 

“To tell the truth, I was afraid of the landlords at first al- 
though the Agrarian Reform Law had been announced. But as I 
thought nothing would be beyond our power because General 
Kim I] Sung had announced the Law and was personally leading 
us to carry it out, I became emboldened and confident. So I fought 
fearlessly against the vicious landlords and took away their land.” 

This was what all the peasants of our country felt at that time. 

Thanks to the presence of the great leader and his sagacious 
leadership it was possible to establish a most revolutionary basic 
principle for the solution of the agrarian question and the ways to 
implement it. It was also possible to completely isolate the hostile 
forces by applying a superb strategy and tactics even in the com- 
plex circumstances and pool the strength of the workers and peas- 
ants to preclude the resistance of the landlord class. This contribut- 
ed to the historic victory in the agrarian reform which was charac- 
terized by an exceptional thoroughness and smooth progress free 
of serious trouble. 

Summing up the results of the historic agrarian reform at the 
Sixth Enlarged Executive Committee Meeting of the Party Central 
Organizing Committee on April 10, 1946, the great revolutionary 
leader Comrade Kim II Sung made a scientific analysis of the 
factors of the brilliant victory in the agrarian reform. 

These factors were: 

First, that the agrarian reform came to the fore as an urgent 
task to meet the vital demands and centuries-old desire of the 
peasants. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim Il Sung said: 

“The most cherished desire of the peasantry was to own land 
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and farm it for themselves. But this long-cherished desire of the 
peasants could not be realized during the rule of the Japanese 
imperialists, when power was in the hands of those foreign ag- 
gressors” (Kim I] Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. I, p. 40). 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung scientifically ex- 
pounded that for the agrarian revolution to become an urgent 
task, the peasantry should strongly demand an agrarian reform 
and, at the same time, there should be a people’s government 
capable of meeting this demand. 

Failing either one of these two factors, the agrarian reform 
could not be won. 

After liberation the leader energetically worked to solve this. 
problem. 

He awakened the class consciousness of the peasants, united 
them organizationally and trained them in practical struggle. This. 
brought them to earnestly demand an agrarian reform and vigor- 
ously come forward to put their centuries-old desire into reality. 

The leader also established a new type of people’s government: 
to safeguard the interests of the workers, peasants and other sec- 
tions of the people. He made sure that it adopted a revolutionary 
Agrarian Reform Law defending the rights of the peasants and 
reflecting their earnest demand and put it to the discussion of the 
peasant masses. In this way he put the agrarian reform on the 
order of the day as an urgent task, creating all necessary conditions. 
for its sure victory. 

The historic victory in the agrarian reform was attributable to. 
the establishment of the genuinely people’s government capable of 
satisfying the urgent demand of the peasants and their centuries- 
old desire and to the popular policies of this government. 

Secondly, that our peasants were politically awakened and 
prepared for the agrarian reform. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung pointed’ 
out: 

“After liberation, the peasantry participated in the people’s 
power as genuine master of the state and actively joined in the 
work of liquidating the pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the 
nation who stood in the way of the democratic development of Ko- 
rea. They also safeguarded their class interests by organizing 
peasants’ associations and, through these organizations, grew into 
a powerful force fully capable of fighting the landlord class” (ibid., 
p. 41). 

In this teaching the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung scien- 
tifically proved that the peasants had been prepared to directly 
take charge of the agrarian revolution. 

Our peasants, once subjected to oppression and exploitation 
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and denied political rights, now came into power and participated 
in the struggle against the enemies of the revolution. They were 
wnited in the revolutionary organizations, fully prepared for a 
class struggle. 

The popular masses are masters of the revolution, and they are 
also its driving force. So, the basic guarantee of victory in the 
agrarian revolution is to thoroughly prepare its master, the peas- 
antry, in terms of politics and ideology. 

If the peasants are not fully prepared for a resolute struggle 
to take away land from the landlords and are not organizationally 
united, they cannot carry out the agrarian revolution, for all their 
desire to become masters of land. In that case, even if land is 
distributed to them by official force, the results cannot be con- 
solidated. 

While creating all preconditions for the solution of the agra- 
rian question, the leader paid deep attention to the political and 
ideological preparation of the peasants for it and energetically 
worked to this end. As a result, by the time when the agrarian 
reform was started, the peasantry had grown into a powerful rev- 
olutionary force well prepared politically, ideologically and orga- 
mizationally. 

The political awakening and firm organizational unity of the 
peasant masses constituted the basic guarantee of victory in the 
agrarian revolution. 

Thirdly, that victory in the agrarian revolution was assured on 
the basis of the formation of a solid democratic national united 
front. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“Political parties and social organizations in north Korea 
are not disunited with each other as they are in south Korea but 
maintain a firm unity of action. All the parties and social organiza- 
tions in north Korea took part in the agrarian reform as a united, 
organized force” (ibid., p. 42). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said, the united 
front policy consistently followed by our Party, which turned out 
victoriously, was of great significance in bringing about the historic 
victory of the agrarian reform. 

The formation of the democratic national united front by our 
Party and the unity and cohesion of various parties and groupings 
and patriotic, democratic forces from all walks of life rendered it 
possible to strengthen the main force of the revolution, build up a 
solid auxiliary force and completely isolate the hostile forces. 

As a result, in the struggle for the agrarian reform the rural 
committees were assisted not only by our Party members but also 
by more than three-million strong organized masses, involving over 
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700,000 members of the North Korean Peasant Federation, over 
350,000 trade unionists, the members of the Korean Democratic 
Party and the Korean New Democratic Party, over 300,000 members 
of the Democratic Women’s Union, over 500,000 members of the 
Democratic Youth League, and the members of the Pyongyang In- 
stitute, cultural organizations, the Arts Federation, the Teachers’ 
Union, the People’s Theatrical Company, etc. 

The formation of the solid democratic national united front 
brought about complete isolation of the reactionary forces and 
helped concentrate attack on the landlord class through the mo- 
bilization of all the democratic forces. This assured the historic 
victory of the agrarian reform. 

Fourthly, that the brilliant victory of the agrarian reform was 
guaranteed by a solid alliance between the workers and the peas- 
ants. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“the victory of the agrarian reform was assured by a solid 
alliance between the workers and the peasants. As they were sup- 
ported by the working class,in their battle against the landlords, the 
peasants grew more confident and showed greater activity” (iid. 
p. 42). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said, an alliance 
was formed between the workers and the peasants during the ag- 
rarian reform, through the powerful assistance given by the work- 
ing class te the peasants in their struggle against the landlords, 
which inspired the peasants with confidence and enthusiasm. This 
afforded an important guarantee for a shining victory in the re- 
form. 

In our country the peasants formed the overwhelming majority 
of the population, and they were the oppressed and exploited 
masses who had suffered from feudalistic exploitation as well as 
from double or treble oppression and exploitation under the colonial 
rule of Japanese imperialism. 

But, being small producers and widely scattered, the masses 
of the peasants are weaker than the working class in revolutionary 
spirit and organization, and their cultural level is also lower. The 
peasants, therefore, cannot carry out any revolution for themselves, 
nor can they win victory in it. 

Only by allying themselves with the workers under the leader- 
ship of the working-class party, can they become the main force of 
the revolution and win all revolutionary struggles. 

Likewise, in the agrarian reform which is aimed at eliminat- 
ing the landlord class and solving the agrarian question in the 
interests of the peasant masses, the peasants must ally themselves 
with the workers and receive powerful assistance from them. Only 
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then can they learn from the revolutionary spirit and organization 
of the working class, wage a vigorous struggle to wrest land from 
the landlords and emerge victorious. 

During the agrarian reform in our country, the workers’ agra- 
rian-reform-support detachments were organized with advanced 
workers and sent to the countryside. Their activities greatly en- 
couraged the peasants in their struggle and inspired them to re- 
main faithful to revolutionary principle to the end, enabling them 
to win a great victory. 

Fifthly, that the victory of the agrarian reform was an outcome 
of the vigorous activities of the rural committees. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“the victory of the agrarian reform is a consequence of the 
positive activities of the rural committees. The rural committees, 
being the basis of power organization in the rural areas, bore the 
brunt of the struggle against the landlords, pro-Japanese elements 
and traitors to the nation” (ébid., p. 43). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said, the positive 
activities of the rural committees constituted one of the chief factors 
in achieving victory in the agrarian reform. 

In accordance with the policy laid down by the leader, the 
rural committees acted as organs whose mission was to carry out 
the Agrarian Reform Law and struggle against the landlord class 
and reactionary elements. They were made up of peasants’ represen- 
tatives, the rural nuclei, elected in accordance with the democratic 
will of the peasants. 

The rural committees also served as the basis of power orga- 
nization in the rural areas which executed the Agrarian Reform 
Law and other state laws, decisions and directives relevant to the 
reform. They bore the brunt of the struggle for wiping out the land- 
lords, pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the nation and played 
a vanguard and nuclear role in organizing and mobilizing the 
masses of the peasants to this struggle. 

Further, the core elements of poor peasants and hired hands 
elected to the rural committees knew the specific conditions of the 
countryside better than anyone else, and this helped avoid this or 
that deviation in the whole course of the reform. 

Through all their activities the rural committees satisfactorily 
fulfilled their role in thoroughly defending the interests of the peas- 
ants and smashing all the machinations of the landlords, and thus 
ereatly contributed to the victory in the agrarian reform. 

All these were the chief factors making for the great victory of 
the historic agrarian reform aimed at eliminating the deep-rooted 
feudalistic relations of landownership in which the peasants had 
long been oppressed and exploited. 
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Because of the energetic activities of our Party for the imple- 
mentation of the line and policies set forth by the great revolu- 
tionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung, the agrarian reform in our 
country won a brilliant victory such as was never known in history, 
and it had some characteristic features. 

One of its outstanding features was that it progressed rather 
smoothly without strong resistance from the hostile elements. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

‘One of the outstanding features of the agrarian reform in our 
country was that it went on rather smoothly without strong resist- 
ance from the hostile elements” (Kim II Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., 
Vol. V, p. 338). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said, one of the 
main characteristics of the agrarian reform in our country was that 
it was carried out rather smoothly without strong resistance from 
the enemy. 

It is a common knowledge that even the bourgeois “reform” 
aimed at only changing the feudalistic relations of production into 
capitalist ones met with this or that opposition of the landlord class 
representing the feudalistic forces, although it did not mean liqui- 
dation of this class but safeguarded its interests. 

It was obvious, therefore, that the landlord class would put up 
a stubborn resistance in the revolutionary agrarian reform aimed 
at defending the interests of the peasantry at the cost of the in- 
terests of that class, liquidating the landlords as a class and 
eliminating the feudalistic system of landownership and feudalistic 
exploitation. 

In our country, however, the agrarian reform went on rather 
smoothly without strong resistance from the landlord class and 
without much trouble, although the agrarian question was solved 
in a most thoroughgoing, revolutionary way. This was an instance 
rarely to be seen in history. 

The comparatively smooth accomplishment of the agrarian 
reform was ascribable to the fact that the great leader Comrade 
Kim I] Sung had set forth the most correct line and policies of the 
agrarian revolution and personally organized and directed the 
whole process of its preparations and enforcement. 

It can be said that the whole process in which the leader 
created preconditions for the agrarian revolution and formulated 
the basic principles and ways for the solution of the agrarian pro- 
blem, was a process of forming the revolutionary forces to under- 
take and carry out the agrarian revolution and of working out 
the strategy and tactics to forestall the resistance of the hostile 
forces and putting them into practice. 

Historical experience shows that if sufficient prerequisites for 
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a socio-economic reform are not created and the revolutionary forc- 
es are not formed well, and accordingly, a decided superiority is 
not established in the balance of forces, the hostile forces will win 
over all the counterrevolutionary forces and even the wavering 
sections of the population to put up a stubborn resistance. It also 
shows that if the party of the working class fails to map out a 
proper class policy, strategy and tactics and is irresolute and slug- 
gish in the attack on the hostile classes, the enemy will avail him- 
self of this to offer a vicious resistance. 

Therefore, in order to avert resistance from the counterrevo- 
lutionary forces and, even if there is any, to break it down at once 
and thereby accomplish the reform smoothly without much trouble, 
it is required to make ample preparations for it and firmly build up 
the main force of the revolution and, on this basis, prepare the 
auxiliary force of the revolution, thereby gaining decided predomin- 
ance in the balance of forces. It is also imperative to formulate 
the party’s strategy and tactics on the basis of a scientific calcula- 
tion and proficiently carry them into effect. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung regarded it as a prere- 
quisite to the strengthening of the people’s confidence in victory 
and the successful accomplishment of democratic reforms to 
smoothly carry out the agrarian reform, which formed the basic 
content of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution 
in our country and was the first democratic reform after liberation, 
and he put forward a revolutionary line and policy to carry out the 
agrarian reform very smoothly and personally organized and direc- 
ted the struggle to implement them. 

In order to smoothly carry out the agrarian reform, the leader 
directed attention, first of all, to employing superb tactics to ensure 
the unchallenged superiority of the revolutionary forces over the 
hostile forces in the formation of the revolutionary forces and dis- 
perse and weaken the hostile forces. 

Having gained a deep insight into the socio-economic relations 
and the balance of class forces in our country, the leader correctly 
defined whose land should be confiscated in the agrarian reform. 
As a result, the number of people who would receive land and there- 
fore support the agrarian reform was vast, whereas a small number 
of people would be deprived of land and their forces seriously 
weakened. 

Thanks to the correct class policy of our Party, in the course of 
the reform the rich farmers were isolated, the middle peasants be- 
came allied with the poor peasants and hired farm hands, and the 
working class actively supported the peasants in their struggle. 
This helped the forces supporting the reform to decisively overpower 
the landlords and reactionary forces. 
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In this way, it was possible to focus attack on the landlord 
class comprising only 44,000 households. 

Furthermore, our Party pursued a correct united front policy 
which knit together all the democratic forces and even brought the 
non-comprador capitalists in towns to support the agrarian refornn. 
This made the landlord class realize that they were completely 
isolated, and compelled the landlords and reactionary elements, 
now overwhelmed by the revolutionary forces, to give up their 
reckless attempt at resistance. 

In addition, the Party dispersed the landlord class as much 
as possible, weakened their resistance and employed such agile 
tactics as to destroy the hostile forces one by one. 

Right after the defeat of Japanese imperialism the pro-Japanese 
reactionary landlords were wiped out in the course of the strug- 
gle to purge the remnant forces of Japanese imperialism such as 
pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the nation. Most of them 
fled to south Korea and the remnants, if any, were weak in strength. 

This helped concentrate attack on the landlords owning more 
than five chongbo of Jand at the time of the agrarian reform, render- 
ing it impossible for the small number of landlords to offer any 
resistance by themselves. 

In view of the fact that the US imperialists were keeping south 
Korea under occupation and that the reactionaries who were patro- 
nized by them were reorganizing their forces, the leader made sure 
that the agrarian reform was carried out at a stretch, thereby 
giving the landlords no breathing spell and preventing them from 
conspiring with the reactionary forces massed in south Korea. 

The agrarian reform, a great undertaking, was finished in only 
20 odd days after the promulgation of the Agrarian Reform Law. 
This was possible because the hostile elements were not given time 
to muster their forces, and the US imperialists and the south ko- 
rean reactionary forces under their patronage had no time to form 
an organizational tie-up with the landlords in the northern half ol 
the Republic. 

As seen above, the agrarian reform in our country could be 
carried out smoothly and easily without strong resistance from 
the hostile classes because the forces of the landlords and reaction- 
ary elements were originally weak, and because they were utterly 
isolated, dispersed and weakened and the entire revolutionary forc- 
es, including the working class, were mobilized to mount a decisive 
attack on them, in accordance with the sagacious policy set forth 
by the leader. 

Another outstanding characteristic of the agrarian reform is 
that it was carried out in a most revolutionary and thoroughgoing 
manmer. 
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The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“Another feature of the agrarian reform in our country was 
that it was carried out thoroughly” (idid., p. 340). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung pointed out, the 
agrarian reform in our country was characterized by an exception- 
al thoroughness. 

The thoroughness of the agrarian reform can be appraised by 
whether it has completely fulfilled the Party’s basic programme 
which represents the strategic demand of the revolution in the given 
stage, whether it has satisfied the centuries-old desire of the peas- 
ants and, at the same time, what influence it will exert on the con- 
solidation and development of the agricultural system established 
as a result of the reform and on the future development of the 
revolution. 

That the agrarian reform was carried out most thoroughly 
in our country is proved first by the fact that it fulfilled the cen- 
turies-old desire of the peasants by fully meeting the Party's stra- 
tegic demand that “Only the tillers have the right to own land.” 

Those who owned more than five chongbo of land and rented 
it out were all defined as landlords, and all of their land was con- 
fiscated and turned over to the permanent ownership of the peas- 
ants to gratify their centuries-old desire. 


The thoroughness of our agrarian reform was also expressed in 
the fact that it did not allow the landlords to become rich farmers 
but completely eliminated them as a class. 

If the landlords had been allowed to retain part of their land 
which they had used as a means of exploitation, they would have 
certainly become rich farmers to exploit the peasants again, and 
this would have developed the rich peasant economy and enabied 
them to grow into a force hindering the continuous development of 
the revolution. 

Our country, therefore, followed a policy of complete liquida- 
tion by depriving the landlords defined as objects of confiscation of 
all of their means of production and assets—land, draft animals, 
farm implements, buildings and seed grain, and resettling them in 
other places in view of the reactionary influence they might exert 
on the peasants. 

At the same time, the feudalistic exploiting system was abo- 
lished once and for all through confiscating all the rented land, 
irrespective of size, and distributing it to the peasants. 

Another proof of the thoroughness of our agrarian reform is 
afforded by the fact that the task of liquidating the landlord class 
and that of turning the peasants into genuine masters of land 
were simultaneously carried out through the implementation of 
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the most revolutionary principle of confiscation without compensa- 
tion and free distribution. 

The agrarian reform effected in our country was most radical 
because, as a task of the stage of the democratic revolution, it 
confiscated the land of the landlords, turned it into a possession of 
the toiling peasants and consolidated and developed private farm- 
ing and, at the same time, created favourable conditions for the 
future development of the revolution by pursuing the policy of 
restricting the rich peasant economy. 

It consolidated the system of landownership by the working 
peasants by equitably distributing the confiscated land to the peas- 
ants and strictly prohibiting the sale, purchase, mortgage and 
lease of the distributed land, and restricted the growth of the rich 
peasant economy by getting the rich peasants to farm their land for 
themselves and not allowing them to employ permanent hired 
labour. 

All this made it possible to greatly restrict class polarization 
even under the system of landownership by the toiling peasants 
and limit the growth of capitalist elements in the countryside. 

As a result of the most thoroughgoing agrarian reform, the 
feudalistic tenancy system and the feudalistic relations of exploita- 
tion were completely eliminated in the countryside and even advan- 
tageous conditions for the socialist revolution were created. 

As seen above, the specific features of our agrarian reform were 
that it eliminated the landlord class and the feudalistic relations of 
exploitation completely and permanently without much trouble, 
fully met the centuries-old desire of the peasants, created favourable 
conditions not only for the fulfilment of the tasks in the stage of 
the democratic revolution but also for the socialist transformation 
of agriculture and that it was thus carried out most thoroughly.. 
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4. OUR PARTY’S STRUGGLE TO CONSOLIDATE 
THE SUCCESSES OF THE AGRARIAN REFORM 
UNDER THE WISE LEADERSHIP OF THE GREAT 
REVOLUTIONARY LEADER COMRADE 
KIM IL SUNG 


Following the agrarian reform, the party and the state of the 
working class are confronted with an important task to properly 
organize and guide the work of consolidating its success. 

This job is no less complicated and difficult than the struggle 
for the enforcement of the agrarian reform. 

The working-class party and state will be unable to consolidate 
and develop the successes already achieved in the agrarian reform 
and rapidly develop agriculture if they limit themselves to confiscat- 
ing the landlords’ land and distributing it to the peasants without 
settling the matters incidental to it, that is, if they do not timely set 
forth a policy for following up the successes of the agrarian reform 
and implement it properly. 

In the wake of the successful enforcement of the agrarian 
reform in our country, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung set 
concrete fighting tasks before the Party and the state and had the 
state take proper measures to free the peasants, now masters of 
land, from the heavy burdens of forced delivery of grain and sundry 
levies and speedily improve their material and cultural standards. 

The leader advanced the policy of positively assisting the pea- 
sants by the efforts of the whole state and society and ensured 
guidance for its successful implementation, thereby consolidating 
and developing the great success of the agrarian reform. 
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THE IMPORTANT TASK CONFRONTING THE WORKING-CLASS 
PARTY FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE SUCCESSES 
ACHIEVED IN THE AGRARIAN REFORM IS TO SMASH 
UP THE SUBVERSIVE AND SABOTAGING MOVES OF 
THE OVERTHROWN LANDLORD CLASS AND STRENGTHEN 
THE SUPPORT OF THE STATE AND THE WHOLE SOCIETY 
TO THE PEASANTS AFTER THE REFORM SO THAT 
THE LATTER CAN FARM WELL FOR THEMSELVES 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“now that the agrarian reform has been completed victorious- 
ly, our Party is confronted with the important task of consolidating 
and following up this victory. The victory of the agrarian reform 
can only be consolidated and followed up by strengthening the 
forces of the Party and correctly implementing its policy in the 
countryside” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. I, p. 47). 


In this teaching, the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung eluci- 
dated the great idea that the working-class party and state must 
not neglect the work of settling matters incidental to the agrarian 
reform simply because the reform has been brought to victorious 
completion, but must work out a correct rural policy for consolidat- 
ing the victory of the agrarian revolution and wage a continued 
struggle to carry it through to the end. 


As historical facts show, if the agrarian reform was confined 
to distributing land to the peasants and they were not provided with 
draught animals, farm implements, seed grain, fertilizer, etc., so 
that they might farm properly by themselves, they would have no 
choice but to bow again to the landlords and rich farmers to borrow 
them and thus the agrarian reform would gradually come to naught. 


The agrarian reform deprived the landlords of their political 
supremacy and economic footholds and dispersed them to other 
districts. But it was obvious that as long as over 44,000 landlords 
with their families and relations remained alive, they would attempt 
to sway the peasants by spreading all kinds of reactionary rumours. 
Particularly, they would incessantly carry on subversive activities 
in collusion with the US imperialists entrenched in south Korea 
and the reactionaries who were building up their forces with the 
former’s backing. 

It was apparent that the peasants could not afford to farm well 
simply by themselves though they had received land and that the 
landlords and other reactionaries would continue subversive and 
sabotaging activities from their class nature, So, the working-class 
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party and state had to shape a rural policy to suit this situation and 
wage an unremitting struggle to consolidate the results of the 
agrarian reform by the efforts of the whole Party, the whole state 
and the whole society. 

In fact, this struggle was no less complicated and difficult than 
the struggle to deprive the landlords of their land. It could be said 
that it was the continuation of the agrarian revolution. 

Having gained a deep insight into the situation prevailing after 
the agrarian reform, the great revolutionary leader Comrade 
Kim If Sung clearly outlined the tasks of our Party and people’s 
government for the consolidation of its successes. 

Their tasks were first to solidly build up the rural positions of 
the Party, further increase the peasants’ political awareness and 
labour enthusiasm and enhance the function and role of the people's 
power to thoroughly defend the peasants’ interests and give legal 
consolidation to the successes of the agrarian reform, thus smash- 
ing up the reactionary rumours spread by the landlords and other 
reactionaries and putting down their wrecking and sabotaging 
activities in time. 

That the agrarian reform was carried out rather smoothly 
without strong resistance from the landlords and other reaction- 
aries, does not mean that they did not make any attempt to perturb 
the peasants by spreading reactionary rumours. 

During and after the agrarian reform the landlords and other 
reactionaries kept spreading various kinds of reactionary rumours 
in an absurd attempt to regain their old position. 

Some of them tried to agitate the backward peasants, giving 
them an impression that the agrarian reform was unsteady, and that 
some kind of change would take place some day. They prattled: 
“Don’t be glad to have got land and don’t be grieved at your lost 
Jand.” Some others tried to minimize the successes of the agrarian 
reform and gradually restore their old position, saying: “Although 
the peasants have received land they will be unable to farm by 
themselves without landlords.” Yet some others even insidiously 
schemed to undermine the successes of the agrarian reform by 
bringing the peasants to have doubts on the policy of our Party and 
people’s government, saying: “Peasants have received land but 
their burdens are increasing as compared with the bygone days.” 

Such manoeuvres of the landlords and other reactionaries 
might affect some backward peasants in one way or another. 

Hence, it stood out as one of the most important tasks of our 
Party to smash up their manoeuvrings and get the peasants to do 
their farming well for the first year following the agrarian reform. 

To begin with, our Party vigorously pushed forward the work 
of strengthening its rural positions. 
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The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung pointed 
out: 

“The Party has already sown the seeds of revolution in the 
countryside. We should preserve and nurture these seeds of rev- 
clution. 

“To this end, the Party should amalgamate the rural com- 
mittees with the peasants’ associations and thus reinforce the latter 
and further elevate their role.... We should, from now on, select 
tested activists from among those poor peasants and farm hands 
who have been on the rural committees, place them in leading posi- 
tions in the peasants’ associations and expel all the reactionaries 
and thus strengthen the associations organizationally” (idid., p. 48). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said, it was the most 
effective way of strengthening the Party’s rural strongholds to pre- 
oe nurture the seeds of revolution already sown in the coun- 
tryside. 

Following the leader’s teaching, our Party admitted into its 
membership the poor peasants and farm hands who had been on the 
rural committees and rural core elements who had been tempered 
and tested through the agrarian reform, and organized and extend- 
ed Party cells in the countryside. Thus, it strove to strengthen its 
rural positions. | 

Meanwhile, it saw that the rural committees which had carried 
out their mission were amalgamated with the peasants’ associations 
and that the former’s best members tested in the practical struggle 
were taken on as cadres of the latter to build up the ranks of the 
associations. This measure helped further strengthen the mass po- 
litical organizations of the peasants and increase their organiza- 
tienal spirit. 

This also served as the most effective way of frustrating the 
insidious manoeuvres of the reactionaries to worm their way into 
the peasants’ associations to jeopardize the successes of the ag- 
rarian reform and of organizationally and ideologically strengthen- 
ing the peasants’ associations. 

And the Party energetically conducted political work among 
its members and the members of the peasants’ associations so that 
they might not be swayed by any kind of reactionary rumours. To 
this end, the Party intensified their political education, exposed the 
essence of the rumours circulated by the landlords and other reac- 
lionaries among them, and brought them to the full realization that 
it was of prime importance for the consolidation of the successes of 
the agrarian reform to cultivate their distributed land well. 

Along with the work of fortifying the Party’s rural positions 
and increasing the peasants’ political consciousness, the strengthen- 
ing of the support of the whole Party, the whole state and the whole 
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society to assure good farming in the first year following the 
agrarian reform was the most powerful means of smashing up the 
schemes of the landlords and other reactionaries. 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“If you just deprive the landlords of their land and distribute 
it to the peasants and do not meticulously carry things through to 
the end, you cannot consolidate the success of the agrarian reform 
nor ensure the rapid development of agriculture. 

“Following the agrarian reform, our Party and state were con- 
fronted with difficult tasks, such as supplying the peasants who 
had received land with draught animals, farm implements, seed 
grain, etc. This problem is not confined to our country; we can say 
it is common in other countries, too” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. 
ed., Vol. V, pp. 341-42). 


The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung’s outstanding idea on 
meticulously carrying things through to the end after the successful 
enforcement of the agrarian reform, served as a guideline for the 
working-class party and state to adhere to at all times in con- 
solidating the results of the agrarian reform. 


The peasants became masters of land as they had long desired. 
But they had no means to cultivate it for themselves because they 
had been impoverished to the last degree due to the agelong feudal 
exploitation and then the double or treble oppression and exploita- 
tion under Japanese imperialist colonial rule. 

In order to make the peasants permanent owners of the land 
in the true sense of the word, the working-class party and state had 
tc provide them with draught animals, farm implements, seed 
grain, fertilizer and others, along with land. 


During the agrarian reform, the landlords of our country were 
deprived of their draught animals, farm implements, seed grain and 
others, together with their land. 

Over 4,700 head of draught cattle confiscated from the land- 
lords were distributed to peasants. But most of the peasants with 
a very weak ecoriomic basis had no draught oxen at the time. 

No small number of rich farmers sensed the restrictive policy 
of the people’s government towards the rich peasant economy dur- 
ing the agrarian reform and sold out their draught cattle. But the 
vast majority of the peasants could not afford to buy them. 

The problem of draught animals stood out as a serious matter 
which had a bearing on the peasants’ farming. 

The same was true of the problem of seed. All the seed grain 
confiscated from the landlords was divided among the peasants. 
But it was short, and the state had no seed grain in its possession. 

The only way was to persuade some middle peasants who had 
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a surplus to make if available for the poor peasants and former 
hired hands for use in their first year’s farming after the reform. 

Farm implements also posed a knotty problem. As the peasants 
did not have enough hoes, sickles and other small farm tools, the 
state had to have them manufactured by the workers. 


All these facts urgently demanded that the working-class 
party and state which had distributed land to the peasants now 
should take responsibility for the solution of these problems, and 
unless these problems were solved the success of the first year’s 
farming could not be hoped for. 

If the first year’s farming had failed, this would be so much 
grist to the propaganda mill of the vicious landlords and reaction- 
aries and thus lay an obstacle in the way of consolidating the 
successes of the agrarian reform. 


Therefore, our Party, following the line mapped out by the 
leader, set forth a correct policy for solving these problems by all 
means in spite of the extremely difficult economic situation of the 
country in order to assure success in the first year’s farming. 

Our Party advanced the policy of ensuring smooth agricultural 
production and defending the peasants from exploitation by usurers 
and profiteers. To do so it had to set up peasants’ banks and con- 
sumers’ cooperatives to loan funds to the farmers and supply them 
with farm implements, fertilizer, daily necessities and the like. 


To realize this line of the Party, the PPCNK adopted a deci- 
sion on setting up peasants’ banks at its Fifth Meeting on April 1, 
1946. 

The peasants’ banks under the direction of the people’s govern- 
ment performed the function of loaning farming funds to the 
peasants who had received land, so that they could farm by them- 
selves. 

The peasants now found themselves in a position to get long- 
term loans from the peasants’ banks and buy draught oxen and 
farm implements. 


Steps were also taken to organize consumers’ cooperatives to 
supply peasants with farm implements and daily necessities. Under 
the direction of the people’s power the consumers’ cooperatives, 
now in charge of commodity circulation, chiefly engaged in the 
supply of farming materials and daily necessities to the peasants 
and in the operation of welfare services and public catering establi- 
shments in the rural areas. Being cooperative trading organiza- 
tions, they played a big role in restricting the exploitation of the 
peasants by the profiteers and stabilizing and improving the live- 
lihood of the rural population. 

In this way, our Party provided all conditions for success in 
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the first year’s farming of the peasants by taking revolutionary 
measures in succession in the wake of the agrarian reform. 

The state purchased tens of thousands of draught oxen in the 
mountain regions where there was a surplus and distributed them 
among the peasants in the lowlands. It also helped the peasants to 
buy oxen from the rich peasants by pooling their funds. Further, 
the state secured for them seed grain which had posed a difficult 
problem, and met their demand for farm implements in the main 
through the channels of consumers’ cooperatives. 

Having thus completed the preparations for farming in the 
first year after the agrarian reform, our Party roused all rural 
forces to do spring ploughing and sowing well in time. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I} Sung said: 

“Now the reactionary elements are carrying on vile pro- 
paganda, prattling: ‘Don’t be glad to have got land and don’t be 
grieved at your lost land.’ We must smash this wicked propaganda 
of the reactionaries by bending every effort of the Party to spring 
ploughing and sowing... Sowing, weeding and harvesting, the 
peasants will feel sure that they are masters of the land” 
(Kim 11 Sung, Selected Writings, Korean ed., Vol. I, 1963, pp. 86-87). 

He added: 

“Party organs and Party organizations at all levels must re- 
member that only by successfully carrying out the first sowing 
following the agrarian reform, will it be possible to consolidate the 
victory of the agrarian reform and triumphantly solve all the dit- 
ficult political and economic problems that lie ahead. Our Party 
organizations and all the members in the countryside, therefore, 
should wage a devoted struggle in the forefront of the spring 
ploughing and sowing campaign under the slogans: ‘Increase pro- 
duction with might and main!’ and ‘Don’t leave your land lying 
idle’ ’’ (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. 1, p. 48). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said, it was es- 
sential to do fruitful farming in the first year after the agrarian 
reform by overcoming all difficulties. This was an important rev- 
olutionary task to frustrate all the subversive machinations of the 
landlords and reactionary elements, deepen the peasants’ con- 
sciousness that they were now genuine masters of land, and force- 
fully push forward our revolution by successfully solving all the 
political and economic problems arising in building a new home- 
land in direct confrontation with US imperialism. 

Upholding the leader’s earnest teaching, our Party aroused 
the whole Party and the entire people to the struggle to greet the 
first spring of liberated Korea with increased production and leave 
not an inch of land to lie idle. 

In response to the Party’s call, aid-the-sowing detachments and 
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support-the-rice-transplantation detachments were organized at fac- 
tories, enterprises, schools and civil service establishments and 
sent to the countryside to give helping hands to the peasants and 
conduct vigorous political work among them to shatter the pernici- 
ous propaganda of the landlords and other reactionaries. 


The peasants were deeply moved by the popular policy of the 
Party and the state headed by the leader, which provided them 
with land and all the other farming requisites. Encouraged by the 
labour assistance of the whole society, they struggled for all they 
were worth to increase agricultural production. 


Spring ploughing, sowing and rice transplanting came to a 
successful close. Now the peasants needed fertilizer to ensure in- 
creased output. 

The leader did all he could to bring a greater joy to the pea- 
sants who had received land by ensuring a big bumper harvest in 
their first year’s farming. He summoned the workers to hasten the 
rehabilitation of the chemical fertilizer plant which was now in 
the hands of the state and to produce fertilizer for the peasants. 
Reckoning with the fact that the peasants were not in a position to 
immediately pay for it in cash, he gave instructions to allow them 
to settle the account in kind in the autumn. 


Immensely inspired by the popular policy of our Party and 
state which provided them with every condition for fruitful farm- 
ing on the distributed land, the peasants waged a vigorous strug- 
gle to boost agricultural production. 


Thus, every condition was provided for a splendid harvest in 
their first year’s farming after the agrarian reform. 

An important thing in consolidating the successes of the agra- 
rian reform was to turn the Agrarian Reform Law into a perman- 
ent, popular law sanctioned by the entire people. 

The landlords and reactionary elements tried to agilate the 
peasants by raving that the Agrarian Reform Law was of a provi- 
sional nature because it was promulgated by the PPCNK. 

It was important to make the Agrarian Reform Law a perman- 
ent, popular law in order not only to shatter such reactionary 
rumours but also to consolidate and develop the people’s power. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I! Sung said: 

“To consolidate and develop the successes of the democratic 
reforms further still, the people’s committee which is provisional in 
character should be developed into a legally solid one, into a peo- 
ple’s committee established through an election” (éid., p. 126). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said, in order to 
consolidate and develop the successes of the democratic reforms 
it was necessary to develop the people’s committee of a provisional 
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character which had carried out such reforms, into a legally solid 
people’s government through an election. 

In November 1946 a democratic election took place for the 
first time in our history and, on this basis, a Congress of the Pro- 
vincial, City and County People’s Committees of North Korea was 
held in February 1947. 

The Congress created the People’s Assembly of North Korea 
as the supreme organ of state power in the northern half of the 
Republic, organized the People’s Committee of North Korea as the 
central government and approved the democratic reform laws 
which had been enacted and promulgated by the PPCNK, thereby 
giving legal confirmation to the agrarian and other democratic 
reforms. 


At the Congress of the Provincial, City and County People’s 
Committees of North Korea held in February 1947, the great rev- 
olutionary leader Comrade Kim II] Sung said: 

“The reactionaries have propagated that all the laws including 
the Agrarian Reform Law were provisional because they were 
promulgated by the Provisional People’s Committee. They have 
noised abroad that once a reactionary regime is set up, these laws 
will be repealed and that the democratic reforms effected under 
these laws will also be invalidated.... But now this jargon-like wild 
story of the reactionary clique cannot fool anyone. Our laws are 
not provisional ones but are permanent laws of the people sanc- 
tioned by the entire people. We declare: ‘Those who have received 
land, rejoice for all time; the land belongs forever to the peasants 
who till it’ ”’ (ébid., pp. 133-34). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung pointed out, all the 
laws on democratic reforms including the agrarian reform were 
now legally confirmed as laws of the people approved by them, and 
no one could repeal them. 

As a result, the rumours circulated by the reactionary elements 
were shattered once and for all, and the peasants, now the perman- 
ent owners of land, came to rally themselves more closely around 
the Party and the people’s power and devote their all to increas- 
ing agricultural production. 

The land which had belonged to the tiny handful of the land- 
lords and served them as a means of bleeding the peasants white, 
now became a permanent possession of the latter. Thanks to the 
leader’s profound solicitude and the powerful assistance of the 
Party and the state, crops thrived in all the fields given to the 
peasants, and the political zeal and labour enthusiasm of the peas- 
ants ran high. Now the reactionary rumours spread by the land- 
lords and reactionary elements became powerless to influence the 
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peasants. Thus, life demonstrated to the whole world that no force 
could undermine the successes of the agrarian reform. 

Life bore witness to the correctness and vitality of our Party’s 
rural policy which was carried out following the agrarian reform 
in accordance with the line set forth by the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung. 

The practical experience in our country showed that it was an 
important revolutionary task facing a working-class party after the 
agrarian reform to skilfuily settle matters incidental to the reform 
without confining itself to taking away the landlords’ land and 
dividing it among the peasants, and further consolidate the rural 
positions of the Party, frustrate the subversion and sabotage of the 
landlords and reactionary elements, provide the peasants with 
draught animals, farm implements, seed grain and fertilizer by the 
state, despite its difficult situation, to enable them to farm by them- 
selves, and help the countryside through a social campaign to bring 
about a great upsurge in agricultural production. 


ENFORCEMENT OF THE AGRICULTURAL TAX-IN-KIND 
SYSTEM IS AN IMPORTANT STATE MEASURE TO 
FREE THE PEASANTS FROM THE ONEROUS 
BURDEN OF FORCED GRAIN DELIVERY AND 
MISCELLANEOUS LEVIES, RAISE THEIR 
MATERIAL AND CULTURAL STANDARDS AND 
CONSOLIDATE THE RESULTS OF 
THE AGRARIAN REFORM 


For the working-class party to consolidate the results of the 
agrarian revolution after its triumph, it is very important to intro- 
duce a proper system of taxation on the peasants, while increasing 
the aid of the party, the state and society as a whole to them. This 
is essential in consolidating the successes of the agrarian reform 
and speedily developing agriculture. 

In our country a unified agricultural tax-in-kind system was 
introduced for the peasants in accordance with the original line of 
the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung. It consolidated the results 
of the agrarian reform and gave a strong impetus to the develop- 
ment of agriculture. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“The introduction of the agricultural tax in kind proved of vitat 
significance in stimulating the peasants’ enthusiasm for produc- 
tion and consolidating and developing the victory of the agrarian 
reform. Following the agrarian reform, our Party had the law on 
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tax in kind proclaimed to free our peasants from the onerous burden 
of forced delivery and miscellaneous levies and to provide them 
with favourable conditions for improving their material and cultu- 
ral life’? (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 343). 

As pointed out by the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung, the 
agricultural tax in kind was a most advanced system of taxation 
stimulating the peasants’ enthusiasm for production and consolidat- 
ing and developing the successes of the agrarian reform. It was 
also a most popular tax system to free the peasants from the 
onerous burden of forced grain delivery and all sorts of miscel- 
laneous levies and improve their material and cultural standards. 

The law on agricultural tax in kind was announced by the 
PPCNK on June 27, 1946 when farming was in full swing. 

Upon the proclamation of the law the peasants enthusiastically 
hailed and supported it. During the agrarian reform, they felt very 
grateful to the state for having distributed land to them free of 
charge. However, they were very apprehensive of what measure the 
state would take at the time of harvest. 


Our peasants had long been subjected to harsh plunder by the 
feudal rulers and the Japanese imperialists. In particular, after 
they started an aggressive war the Japanese imperialists even took 
away the indispensable food grain from our peasants at a price 
lower than the production cost in the name of “quota delivery” in 
order to fill the wartime need for food. They also levied all sorts 
of miscellaneous taxes on them to meet war expenditures, leaving 
them on the verge of starvation. 

So, some peasants with insufficient political consciousness 
thought that the people’s government had indeed confiscated the 
landlords’ land and distributed it to the peasants gratuitously to 
defend the interests of the working masses, but that it could not let 
them have the land for nothing. Some others worried about the 
burdens they might bear to raise the huge funds needed to build a 
new country. 

When the peasants were wondering as to what measure the 
state would take after harvest, the Party and the state made it 
clear that they would fulfil their duty as taxpayers by delivering in 
kind only 25 per cent of their harvest to the state and, as for the 
rest, they could dispose of it freely. Moreover, they made sure that 
when the peasants reclaimed the waste and other uncultivated land, 
they would be exempted from the tax in kind for three years at the 
least. This was a system of taxation which correctly combined the 
interests of the peasants with those of the state and the whole 
society. That is why the peasants enthusiastically supported it. 

As seen above, the agricultural tax in kind introduced in our 
country was the most popular and advanced tax system because it 
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not only freed the peasants from the onerous forced delivery of 
grain and miscellaneous taxes and helped rapidly improve their 
material and cultural standards, but also made it possible to satisfy 
the state’s demand for grain and greatly accelerate the development 
of industry. 

The introduction of the tax in kind rendered it possible to 
thoroughly smash the insidious manoeuvrings of the landlords and 
cther reactionary elements who tried to alienate the masses of the 
peasants from the Party and the state, and led them to clearly 
understand the counterrevolutionary nature of the landlords and 
reactionary elements and rise as one in the struggle against them. 

Everyone can see that the correct timing of the introduction 
oi the agricultural tax in kind has some bearing on boosting agri- 
cultural production. 

If the announcement of the introduction of agricultural tax in 
kind had been put off until autumn for the reason that the tax 
would be collected after harvest and thrashing, the peasants 
would have entertained a doubt about the state policy for a longer 
period. Accordingly, this could have thrown an obstacle in the way 
of mobilizing all reserves for increased production in the major 
farming season. 

Our country announced the law on tax in kind in June when 
farming was in full swing. This enabled the peasants to wage a 
powerful struggle to enlist all reserves in increasing agricultural 
production. 

This shows that the announcement of the law on the introduc- 
tion of agricultural tax in kind should be correctly timed. 

It was also very important to properly define the rate of agri- 
cultural tax in kind. If the peasants had been made to bear the 
burden of building a new country beyond their capabilities on the 
geround that agriculture was a basic branch of production, they 
would have been unable to rapidly improve their material and 
cultural standards and, accordingly, their political enthusiasm 
could not have been raised. 

In contrast, if the immediate interests of the peasants alone 
were taken into account without due regard to the state’s demand 
for grain, selfishness might be fostered among them and many 
difficulties could crop up in promoting the great work of building 
an independent and sovereign democratic state. 

Therefore, taking into full account both the interests of the 
peasants and those of the state and the whole society, our country 
fixed the rate of taxation at 25 per cent on an average. 

In our country there was a great difference in farm productivi- 
ty between paddy and non-paddy fields, between the plains and the 
mountain areas, and the living standards of the peasants varied 
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according to regions. Hence, the following reasonable rates of tax 
in kind were fixed: 27 per cent of the yields for paddies of the 
highest productivity; 23 per cent for non-paddy fields; and 10 per 
cent for fire-fields of the lowest productivity in the mountain areas 
where the living standards of the peasants were low. This made it 
possible to evenly raise the living standards of the peasants in the 
plains and the mountain areas. 


Another very important thing was to impose the agricultural 
tax in kind in a fair and democratic way. 

In order accurately to assess the tax in kind, the assessment 
committees were formed with rural core elements. ‘Entrusted by the 
slate, they made a concrete investigation and analysis of crop con- 
ditions of each farm household and each plot and, on this basis, 
estimated the yields in the presence of the peasants and fixed the 
amount of the tax in kind accordingly. In this way, the assessment 
committees consisting of representatives of the peasants decided 
the amount of the tax in kind in a fair and democratic way by 
agreement with the peasants. 


The introduction of the agricultural tax in kind enabled the 
peasants to freely dispose of large amounts of grain, and thus 
strengthened the economic ties between town and country. 

The peasants, now masters of land, came to have large 
amounts of surplus grain, which, as a matter of course, flowed into 
towns as marketable grain. This went to satisfy the industry’s 
demand for grain, hastening the growth of industrial production 
and increasing the volume of commodity exchange as much between 
towns and the countryside. 


In our country the total industrial output value grew at an 
average annual rate of 49.9 per cent between 1946 and 1949. This 
shows how much the economic ties between town and country were 
strengthened. 


The agricultural tax in kind played a big role in further streng- 
thening the worker-peasant alliance. 

Under the conditions in which political power is in the hands 
of the working class, the worker-peasant alliance is different from 
that of the preceding period. It is a political alliance based on the 
community of political interests of the working class and the pea- 
sant masses, and also an economic alliance based on the strong 
fusion of their economic interests. 

Industry and agriculture are the two major divisions of social 
labour and form the bases for productive activity and life of the 
working class and the peasantry, the main contingents of the rev- 
olution. 


Therefore, the growth of industry and agriculture and their 
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close ties provide a firm economic foundation for the worker- 
peasant alliance. 

The introduction of the agricultural tax in kind enabled the 
peasants to meet the food demands of the factory and office workers 
and creditably feed industry with raw materials, bringing about 
the speedy development of industry, which in turn gave a powerful 
impetus to the development of agriculture. 

This provided conditions for simultaneously strengthening the 
bases of productive activity and life of the workers and the pea- 
sants. Accordingly, it led to the consolidation of the economic 
foundation of the worker-peasant alliance and to the further streng- 
thening of the alliance itself. 

As mentioned above, under the system of agricultural tax in 
kind, not only reasonable tax rates were fixed for the peasants, but 
also the interests of the peasants and those of the state and the 
whole society were properly welded. Its introduction dealt a de- 
cisive blow at the subversive manoeuvres of the overthrown land- 
lords and the reactionary elements, increased the political and 
labour enthusiasm of peasants, strengthened the ties between town 
and country and consolidated the worker-peasant alliance. It was, 
therefore, the most important state measure to further consolidate 
the success of the agrarian reform. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung not only 
carried the historic agrarian reform to a shining victory but also 
scientifically elucidated the tasks confronting the working-class 
party and state in consolidating and developing the successes oi 
the agrarian reform and the ways to carry them out, and ensured 
that these tasks were successfully accomplished. 

The great leader Comrade Kim I! Sung did not confine the 
task of the working-class party and state to depriving the landlords 
of their land and distributing it to the peasants but extended it to 
consolidating and developing the successes of the agrarian reform 
and showed the ways to carry out this task. With his outstanding 
idea and practical experience, he developed the Marxist-Leninist 
theory on the settlement of the agrarian question to a new high, 
enriched and perfected it. Thus, he performed a great exploit. 
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o. THE SIGNIFICANCE AND GREAT VITALITY 
OF THE AGRARIAN REFORM 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung gave a 
concrete form to his immortal Juche idea and originated a lofty idea 
and theory on the solution of the agrarian question, an urgent 
demand of the new historical era. On this basis, he ensured a brilli- 
ant victory in our agrarian revolution and thus set a great practi- 
cal example. 

The original thought and theory of the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung on the solution of the agrarian question which is 
fundamental to the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolu- 
tion have a great theoretical and practical significance in accelerat- 
ing our revolution and construction work and in the development 
of the world revolution. 

They made a great contribution to the Marxist-Leninist theory 
on the revolution and construction work; they were also a historic 
exploit which made it possible to completely overcome the Right 
and “Left” opportunism revealed in the settlement of the agrarian 
question. 

The historic agrarian reform which won a great victory in our 
country along the new path illumined by the great leader Comrade 
Kim I] Sung not only had a great historic significance but fully 
displayed its validity and great vitality in real life. 


THE AGRARIAN REFORM WAS A GREAT REVOLUTION 
WHICH OPENED UP A BROAD AVENUE FOR 
THE DEMOCRATIZATION AND ALL-ROUND SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC PROGRESS OF THE COUNTRY 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“The agrarian reform was... a great revolution that eliminated 
the deep-seated source of stagnation, backwardness and poverty in 
our rural areas and opened up a broad avenue for the development 
of agriculture and for all-round socio-economic progress of the 
country” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. I, pp. 227-28). 

As pointed out by the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung, the 
agrarian reform was not a mere rural work aimed at eliminating 
the source of stagnation and backwardness in the countryside; it 
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was a social revolution which opened up a broad avenue for the 
all-round social and economic development of the country. 


As a great revolution to bring about changes in socio-economic 
relations, the agrarian reform served to lay the firm foundation for 
ridding the countryside of its mediaeval backwardness. 

It fulfilled the centuries-old desire of the peasants, greatly in- 
spired them with political enthusiasm and zeal for production, 
provided favourable conditions for the improvement of the material 
and cultural standards of the peasant masses, and consolidated the 
democratic positions in the rural areas. Further, it tended to con- 
solidate the worker-peasant alliance, greatly stimulate the growth 
of the nation’s industry and strengthen the economic ties between 
town and country. Thus, it paved the way to the speedy develop- 
ment of all the political, economic and cultural fields of the revolu- 
tion and construction work. 

The significance of our agrarian reform is as follows: 

First, it freed the productive forces of agriculture from feudal 
fetters and laid the solid foundation for eliminating the mediaeval 
backwardness in the countryside. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“in the countryside it abolished the feudal relations of 
landownership and made the peasants who tilled the land its 
owners, thereby freeing the productive forces of agriculture from 
the old feudal fetters and laying the solid foundation for eliminat- 
ing the mediaeval backwardness in the methods of farming, culture, 
customs and in all other spheres in the Korean rural areas” (ébid., 
p. 228). 

The feudalistic relations of landownership were the root cause 
that impeded the social progress of our country for a long time and 
kept the countryside in a state of mediaeval backwardness. After 
their occupation of Korea, the Japanese imperialists maintained 
and strengthened the feudalistic relations of landownership in 
order to prevent her democratic development. Harsh feudalistic 
exploitation and oppression by the landlord class in collusion with 
the Japanese imperialists plunged the peasant masses into the 
depth of hunger and poverty. 

As a result, the farming methods were based on mediaeval 
technique and backward culture and customs prevailed in our 
countryside which was far removed from modern civilization. 

But with the accomplishment of the agrarian reform, the 
feudalistic system of landownership, the socio-economic foundation 
of the reactionary forces that impeded democratic progress, was 
eliminated once and for all in our country and a broad avenue was 
opened up for our peasants emancipated from feudal shackles to 
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rapidly develop the rural economy and speedily improve their 
material and cultural standards. 

A new path was paved for further progress as a result of the 
realization of the task of making the peasant masses masters of 
land simultaneously with the task of liquidating the landlord class 
who impeded the social and economic development of the country. 
This meant that the solid foundation was laid to rid our country- 
side of mediaeval backwardness. 

Secondly, it completely carried into reality the centuries-old 
desire of the peasants, increased their political enthusiasm and 
zeal for production and created favourable conditions for bettering 
their material and cultural standards. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim Il Sung stated: 

it satisfied the centuries-old thirst of the Korean peasants 
for land and emancipated the peasants from feudal oppression and 
exploitation, with the result that the patriotic political enthusiasm 
of the peasants and their zeal for production rose to a great height 
and favourable conditions were created for improving their materi- 
al and cultural life’ (idid., p. 228). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I! Sung said, when the 
centuries-old desire of the peasants is satisfied, this will lead to 
enhancing their patriotic, political enthusiasm and, at the same 
time, raising their zeal for production to a great height, so that 
rapid progress will be made in production and favourable condi- 
tions created for improving their material and cultural life. 

The agrarian reform gratified the centuries-old desire of the 
peasants to farm their own land, free from exploitation and oppres- 
sion by the landlords, thereby increasing their confidence in and 
support to the Party and the government. The peasants devoted 
themselves to the implementation of all the policies of the people's 
power which had given them iand, and came out in the struggle 
to frustrate all manner of subversive intrigues of the reactionaries. 
This meant that their patriotic, political enthusiasm rose to a great 
height. Working their own land, they displayed an exceptionally 
high zeal for production. 

This shows that the peasants became able to attain their 
lifelong desire to free themselves from poverty and starvation and 
lead a life of plenty, enjoying the benefits of modern civilization, 
and that conditions were provided for radically changing the 
appearance of the countryside. 

Thirdly, it liquidated the landlord class, a reactionary force in 
our country, and led to the toiling peasants becoming genuine 
masters of the countryside with the assistance of the working class, 
and thus conduced to the successful accomplishment of the first 
task for the establishment of a democratic base in the northern halt 


123 


of the Republic, the strengthening of the worker-peasant alliance 
and the consolidation of the Party’s positions in the rural areas. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

‘..the agrarian reform liquidated the landlord class that had 
been the main social foothold of reaction, and enabled the toiling 
peasants—with the assistance of the working class—to become 
genuine masters of the countryside, thereby decisively strengthen- 
ing the democratic positions in the rural areas of our country and 
further consolidating the alliance between the working class and 
the peasantry” (éid., p. 228). 

As pointed out by the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung, the 
agrarian reform was a great historic event which brought about a 
fundamental change in the class relations in the countryside and 
further strengthened the worker-peasant alliance on a new basis, 
so that the first task in the carrying out of the Party’s line on 
establishing a democratic base in the northern half of the Republic 
was successfully accomplished and the Party’s rural positions 
decisively fortified. 

The agrarian reform liquidated the landlord class, one of the 
biggest reactionary forces, that had impeded social progress in 
Korea, with the result that the reactionary forces were wholly 
weakened and the peasant masses became genuine masters of the 
countryside with the assistance of the working class. 

Our countryside was thus turned from the base of reaction into 
the base of democracy and the first task in the establishment of a 
democratic base was successfully carried out. As a result, basic 
conditions were created for the democratization of the northern hali 
of the Republic in all spheres of politics, economy and culture. 

In the course of the agrarian reform the worker-peasant 
alliance was also strengthened and numerous core elements were 
brought up in the countryside. The Party organizations struck deep 
roots in the rural areas, and the Party’s rural positions were deci- 
sively fortified so that it could actively organize and mobilize the 
peasant masses to the building of a sovereign and independent 
democratic state. 

Fourthly, it gave an impetus to the development of the nation’s 
industry and strengthened the economic bond between town and 
country. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“as a result of the agrarian reform, conditions were created 
to supply industry which is in process of rapid restoration with raw 
materials and to provide food to the population, thus giving an 
impetus to the normal development of the national industry of our 
country and strengthening the economic bond between town and 
country” (ébid., p. 228). 
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As the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said, the agrarian 
reform not only paved the way for the development of. the agri- 
cultural productive forces but also lent a powerful impetus to the 
development of the nation’s industry and the overall national 
economy. 

The agrarian reform freed the agricultural productive forces 
from the old feudal fetters and created conditions for agriculture 
to supply raw materials to industry which was being rapidly 
rehabilitated and developed and for adequately providing the 
population with food which posed one of the most difficult problems 
at the time. This afforded favourable conditions for the independent 
and normal development of our nation’s industry. 

This helped rapidly increase the production of manufactured 
goods and whip up the demand for them in proportion as the 
peasants’ living standard improved, thus furnishing an important 
occasion for extending the home market. 

The creation of the conditions for the growth of industrial pro- 
duction and the expansion of the domestic market gave a powerful 
impetus to the progress of the nation’s industry and further 
tightened the economic ties between town and country, between 
industry and agriculture. 

The historic agrarian reform which was carried to a brilliant 
victory in our country along the unique path paved by the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il Sung for the correct solution of the agra- 
rian question, marked an epoch-making event in accelerating our 
revolution and construction; it was of great political and econo- 
mic significance in expediting the fulfilment of the historic task 
of building a powerful revolutionary, democratic base in the north- 
ern half of the Republic. 

More, the victory of the agrarian reform in the northern half 
of the Republic greatly inspired the south Korean peasants in their 
struggle for land and freedom and helped more closely unite the 
democratic forces in south Korea to unfold a dynamic struggle for 
achieving the cause of national reunification. 

The agrarian reform in our country not only promoted our 
revolution and construction but also marked an historic event of 
tremendous international significance. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“Our agrarian reform is...not only a great landmark in Korean 
history but also an event of great significance in the liberation 
struggle of the peoples of the East. It will greatly inspire the op- 
pressed peoples of the East in their liberation struggle against im- 
perialism and the domestic feudal forces” (iid., p. 37). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said, the inter- 
national significance of the agrarian reform carried out in our 


125 


country lay in the fact that it greatly encouraged the struggle of 
the oppressed peoples of the East against imperialism and the 
domestic reactionary forces. 


In the wake of World War II, the liberation struggle of the 
Asian peoples advanced with tremendous force. The masses of the 
people who had long been subjected to slavish humiliation and 
murderous plunder in a colonial or semi-colonial state by the im- 
perialists were rising in a fierce struggle against imperialism and 
its accomplices, the domestic reactionary forces. It was just at 
that time that the most thoroughgoing, revolutionary agrarian 
reform was enforced first in our country. 

That was why the agrarian reform in our country boundlessly 
inspired the embattled peoples and peasants of Asia and all the 
other continents who were groaning under colonial and feudalistic 
exploitation and oppression. It showed them valuable practical ex- 
periences and lessons of struggle against the imperialist and the 
feudal forces. 

Our agrarian reform was also a practical example set by the 
respected and beloved leader Comrade Kim II] Sung, the genius 
of revolution, who, embodying the great Juche idea, threw new 
light on the basic principles, unique policies and scientific and 
revolutionary strategic and tactical principles for the solution of 
the agrarian question and splendidly carried them into reality. 
Thus, it developed and enriched the Marxist-Leninist theory on the 
solution of the agrarian question, dealt a crushing blow at all kinds 
of opportunist views with regard to it and thoroughly defended 
the revolutionary essence of Marxism-Leninism. 


THE GREAT VITALITY OF THE HISTORIC AGRARIAN 
REFORM CARRIED OUT IN OUR COUNTRY UNDER 
THE WISE GUIDANCE OF THE GREAT REVOLUTIONARY 
LEADER COMRADE KIM IL SUNG 


All the policies mapped out by our Party for the solution of the 
agrarian question under the wise guidance of the great revolution- 
ary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung helped carry out the agrarian 
reform in an unprecedentedly thoroughgoing manner, greatly 
augmented the peasants’ patriotic enthusiasm and their zeal for 
production and increased their support for and trust in our Party 
and government. 

The great vitality of the agrarian reform was vividly expressed 
in the great change in the peasants’ political and ideological 
consciousness, in the rapid growth of agricultural production and 
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their devoted struggle to defend the revolutionary gains from 
enemy's encroachment and consolidate and develop them. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“These changes in our rural areas coming after the reform 
fully demonstrated the correctness and great vitality of the Party’s 
policy on the agrarian reform” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Werks, Eng. ed., 
Vol. V, p. 344). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said, the correctness 
and great vitality of our Party’s policy on the agrarian reform 
were displayed to the full in all spheres of rural work after the 
agrarian reform. 

A vivid expression of its great vitality was found, above all, in 
the radical change of the appearance of the countryside and in the 
fact that the peasant masses, along with the working class, dis- 
played patriotic devotion and high political enthusiasm as a 
mainstay of the country and a main force in the building of a new 
society. 

The agrarian reform brought about a radical change, first of 
all, in class relationships. The landlord class that had domineered 
over the whole society, over the countryside in particular, in the 
past was liquidated once and for all, and the peasant masses who 
had suffered from exploitation and oppression became the masters 
of land and genuine masters of the country. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung pointed 
out: 

“Since the agrarian reform, the appearance of our countryside 
has changed radically. The toiling peasants are masters there now. 
In every ri and myon the landlords and rich farmers have been 
expelled from the organs of the people’s power and the toiling peas- 
ants, with the poor peasants and farm hands as the core, have taken 
power firmly into their own hands” (Kim II Sung, Selected Works, Eng. 
ed., Vol. I, p. 40). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung said, the essential 
content of the radical change effected in the look of the countryside 
after the agrarian reform was that the peasants became not only 
masters of the countryside but also masters of society who took 
power firmly into their hands. 

Now masters of the countryside who took power into their 
hands and whose socio-economic position radically changed, the 
peasant masses placed a boundless trust in our Party and people’s 
power that really protected their interests, and were filled with a 
determination to unconditionally accept all their policies and 
carry them through to the end even at the cost of their lives. Suifice 
it to cite the fact that in tens of thousands of letters of thanks, some 
written in blood, addressed to the Party Central Committee and 
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the PPCNK right after the agrarian reform, they expressed their 
firm resolution to devote their all to defending the Party and the 
people’s power that had given them land, freedom and rights and 
to safeguarding and developing the success of the revolution. 

Burning with political enthusiasm, the peasant masses, should- 
er to shoulder with the working class, rose in a vigorous, gigantic 
struggle to build a new homeland. They grew up to be a mainstay 
of the new fatherland and a main force in the building of an inde- 
pendent and sovereign democratic state. 


All this clearly showed how the political zeal of the peasant 
masses was heightened through the agrarian reform. 

The agrarian reform also set the peasants ablaze with patriotic 
enthusiasm. It was manifested in their voluntary, patriotic rice 
donation movement. 


The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“The widespread patriotic rice donation movement was not, 
of course, ordered from above or manipulated by anyone. It was a 
patriotic movement voluntarily launched by our peasants who had 
benefited from the agrarian reform, out of their desire to repay the 
Party and the Government for their solicitude in the best way they 
could” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 344). 


As the great leader Comrade Kim I! Sung pointed out, the 
patriotic rice donation movement was voluntarily initiated by the 
peasants who were deeply touched by the concern of the Party and 
the people’s power that had given them land and brought them a 
happy life. It was a manifestation of their patriotic enthusiasm. 

The pioneer of the movement was Kim Je Won, a peasant in 
the Namuri Plain of Chaeryong in Hwanghae Province. Farming 
on his own land for the first time in his life, he worked as best he 
could to repay with good farming the great concern of the Party 
and the leader who had given him land, and gathered a rich 
harvest. Already in the year when he received land, he had a large 
quantity of surplus grain even after putting aside a good amount 
of food and seed grain out of the year’s harvest. 

Kim Je Won reflected on his past misery in contrast with his 
present happy life and was choked with emotion at the thought of 
the great favour the Party and the leader had granted him. To do 
his bit to repay this favour, he voluntarily offered 30 bales of rice 
to the state as a gift which expressed his patriotism. 

The voluntary patriotic rice donation movement thus initiated 
by Kim Je Won spread in no time to all the rural districts in the 
northern half of the Republic. In every village the peasants, led by 
the model peasants, who had received land, joined in this move- 
ment. 
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Starting in December 1946, the movement had embraced 
hundreds of thousands of peasants by January 1947, who donated 
oe mal (one mal is equivalent to 15 kilogrammes) of rice to 
the state. 


On January 28, 1947 when the patriotic rice donation move- 
ment, a manifestation of the peasants’ burning patriotism, was in 
full swing, the Presidium of the Party Central Committee adopted 
a decision “On Discontinuing the Kim Je Won Patriotic Rice Dona- 
tion Movement” at its 21st meeting, and called a halt to this move- 
ment. 


Highly appreciating the patriotic rice donation movement 
which had greatly contributed to rousing the peasants’ patriotic 
zeal, deepening their trust in the people’s power and cementing 
the worker-peasant alliance, our Party instructed the peasants to 
stop this movement and turn their enthusiasm to increasing agri- 
cultural production. 

Despite the great strain on the country’s food supplies in those 
days, the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung taught that it was 
more urgent to quickly improve the livelihood of the peasants who 
had long been in the grip of poverty and hunger and eked out a 
bare subsistence. He exhorted them to discontinue the patriotic 
rice donation movement and use their rice in laying the founda- 
tions for their living and production. 


In order to make a good use of the rice contributed by the 
peasants to the state out of their patriotic devotion and thus make 
the peasants’ patriotism known to our posterity, the leader saw 
to it that the rice was used to build our people’s first university, the 
highest training centre of our own cadres, and a school for the 
bereaved children of the revolutionary martyrs where they would 
grow into national cadres. 

This was how Kim I] Sung University and the Mangyongdae 
Revolution School came into being, the rice donated by the patriotic 
peasants going into their building. 

As seen above, the historic agrarian reform showed its great 
vitality in giving full play to the political zeal and patriotic devo- 
tion of the peasant masses. 

The great vitality of the agrarian reform was also fully dis- 
played in greatly stirring up the peasants’ zeal for production and 
thus developing the productive forces of agriculture and bringing 
about a major upsurge in agricultural production. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I! Sung pointed 
out: 

“The north Korean peasants who have been freed from feudal- 
istic exploitation are now doing their utmost to increase the crop 
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yields and building a new life. In spite of the. flood which hit many 
areas of north, Korea in 1946, its total grain output increased by 
far as compared with that in any of the preceding few years” 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Writings, Korean ed., Vol. I, 1963, p. 332). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said, the high zeal 
for production of the peasants, freed from feudalistic exploitation 
by the agrarian reform, enabled them to surmount bad natural 
conditions and effect a great upsurge in grain and other farm 
production. 

Their greatly heightened zeal for production after the agrarian 
reform was closely associated with their patriotic devotion and 
political enthusiasm. 

The peasant masses strove for increased production not simply 
for their own happy life, but saw it in close context with the in- 
terests of the state; they knew that they should produce more rice 
to return the great favour granted them by the fatherly leader who 
had given them land, freedom and happiness, and answer the 
popular policies of the Party and the people’s power. 

In hearty response to the Party’s call, “Don’t let even an inch 
of land lie idle!”, they upturned land, converted dry fields into 
paddies and devoted all their wisdom and energies to increasing 
per unit-area yields, widely introducing advanced farming 
methods. 

In this course, many model farmers who reaped rich harvests 
appeared in all the farm villages and their number grew as the 
days went by. 

Thanks to the vanguard role of the model peasants, mediaeval 
backwardness began to be eliminated quickly in the farming 
methods of our country and a vigorous drive was launched to im- 
prove farm implements and farming methods. 

Meanwhile, greatly inspired by powerful assistance from the 
Party and the state, the peasants carried on irrigation projects in 
a big way in all rural areas to increase rice output. 

In 1947 alone, they completed 55 irrigation projects to con- 
vert over 20,000 chongbo of dry fields into paddies. 

Thus, agricultural production rose rapidly as a whole thanks 
to the peasants’ patriotic devotion and high political enthusiasm 
to produce more rice to repay the solicitude of our Party and the 
fatherly leader who had given them land and a happy life. North 
Korea was thus turned from a food deficient area into an area with 
provisions enough and to spare. That was a miracle. 

With the sharp increase of farm production the peasants came 
to lay the solid foundations both for production and living, and 
their material and cultural standards rose quickly. 

Purchasing draught cattle and securing more farm imple- 
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ments, they began. to build up their foundations for farm: produc 
tion. 

The peasants in South Pyongan Province ‘alone purchased 
4,766 oxen and 10,730 farm implements, including 1,880 thrashers, 
in one year after the agrarian reform. 

According to the survey of 2,466 peasant households in 42 
farm villages, made in 1949 by the then Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry, they produced 150,000 bales of grain in 1949 against 
117,000 in 1944. 

In the three years following the agrarian reform 18 per cent 
of the total peasant households in those villages moved to new 
houses and the number of newly-bought oxen was 628. 

More, as compared with 1944, the number of their primary 
schools increased 7 times, clubhouses and libraries 48 times, pri- 
mary school pupils 2.5 times, secondary school children 10 times 
and college students 6 times respectively. 

In the countryside of the northern half of the Republic 100,000 
families had built new houses and 260,000 houses had electric 
lighting by the end of 1948. 

In Kangso County of South Pyongan Province alone, the 
farm houses built in one year after the agrarian reform numbered 
1,886, of which 1,710 were tile-roofed ones. 

All this showed that following the agrarian reform the peas- 
ants’ enthusiasm for production immensely rose, which led to the 
growth of agricultural production and the rapid improvement of 
the peasants’ material and cultural standards. 

The barns which had been cobwebby in the past were now 
filled with rice bales; the once deserted cattle sheds were now 
occupied by oxen; merry laughters rang out of the windows of 
farmsteads bright with electric light—this was our countryside 
after the agrarian reform. 

The great vitality of the agrarian reform found its vivid expres- 
sion in the patriotic devotion and self-sacrificing spirit of the 
peasant masses during the Fatherland Liberation War. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung said: 

“The great vitality of the agrarian reform was displayed to 
the full during the Fatherland Liberation War to defend the free- 
dom and independence of the country. With patriotic devotion and 
self-sacrifice, our peasants fought heroically at the front and in the 
rear to defend the Party and the people’s government that had 
given them land and made their lives free and happy and to protect 
the gains of the democratic reforms” (KimIl Sung, Selected Works, 
Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 344). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim II Sung said, during the 
Fatherland Liberation War our peasants displayed. patriotic devo- 
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tion and self-sacrificing spirit for victory at the front and in the 
rear and thus added much to the great strength of the Korean peo- 
ple who beat the brigandish US imperialists. 

The three-year war forced by US imperialism, the heinous 
enemy of the world people, was a grim ordeal to our people. 

But the Korean people won a great victory in the Fatherland 
Liberation War, the severity of which was unprecedented in the 
annals of war. This was due to the outstanding commanding art 
and wise leadership of the respected and beloved leader Comrade 
Kim I] Sung, the ever-victorious, iron-willed, brilliant commander 
and gifted military strategist, who organized and mobilized them 
to war victory. 

The great victory of the Korean people in the Fatherland Lib- 
eration War was also due to the great vitality of the people’s demo- 
cratic system established by the leader. 

To our peasants who had become masters of land, masters of 
the country, the grim days of the Fatherland Liberation War were 
days when they demonstrated their fidelity towards the fatherly 
leader in deed, days when they displayed their patriotic devotion 
and self-sacrificing spirit for the sake of the Party and the father- 
land and for the defence of the people’s democratic system. 

As soon as the Fatherland Liberation War broke out, our peas- 
ants, along with the working class, rose in response to the leader’s 
call in the vigorous all-people struggle for war victory at the front 
and in the rear in order to defend the genuinely people’s power, 
protect the gains of the agrarian reform and not to repeat the 
slavery of the past. 

Large numbers of young and middle-aged people in the coun- 
tryside volunteered to go to the front and rushed, arms in hand, to 
the field of decisive battle to wipe out the enemy. The peasants in 
the rear launched a devoted struggle to increase wartime food 
production, whoieheartedly upholding the Party’s slogan: “The 
struggle for food is a struggle for the fatherland, for victory of the 
war!” 

The struggle for increased wartime food production was at- 
tended with many difficulties. 

With the outbreak of the war young and middle-aged people 
went to the front and only the old folk and women remained in the 
countryside. So there was a shortage of work hands, especially, of 
youth and middle-aged men who had to plough the fields. 

Because of the war, farm implements and chemical fertilizers 
were in short supply; peasants were unable to work their fields well 
owing to the barbaric bombings of the US imperialists; worse still, 
reservoirs were destroyed. 

Surmounting all these difficulties, however, the peasants 
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valiantly turned out to increase wartime food production, in their 
efforts to be loyal to the leader, to defeat US imperialism, defend 
ue genuinely people’s power and protect the gains of the agrarian 
reform. , 


Women ploughed the fields in place of men in every farm 
village. The enemy’s bombing was so fierce that they had to camou- 
flage themselves and their oxen. The peasants dug air-raid shelters 
at the edges of their fields, and worked day and night sowing and 
weeding, evading the enemy’s bombings. In South Hamgyong, 
Kangwon, Hwanghae and South Pyongan Provinces alone, the 
number of such shelters exceeded 282,000. 

Farm work itself was also a fierce battle during the Father- 
land Liberation War, and in this battle our peasants displayed 
unparalleled bravery and patriotic devotion. 


While striving hard for wartime food production, the peasants 
undertook the work of aiding the front and rehabilitating the rear. 

They carried ammunition and provisions to the front and 
restored the bombed railways, roads and bridges in the rear. This 
was also a hard battle. 

Even aged people and women from the rural areas took part 
in this battle, braving rains of bullets. It was a widely-known 
story that the peasants and women of the Namgang village plunged 
into the turbulent waters of the flooded river and propped up the 
wrecked bridge by main force to let pass on it a string of trucks 
loaded with war supplies. 

In all the areas temporarily occupied by the enemy the peas- 
ants organized guerrillas and fought with arms in their hands to 
wipe out the enemy in defence of their home villages. An honourable 
struggle was waged all over the enemy-occupied areas to defend 
the land given them by the leader. 

An example of this is furnished by the story of the fight of Hero 
Choe Hong Sik who was then active in the Paekro-san guerrilla unit 
formed with the peasants of Saknyong-ri, Cholwon County, Kang- 
won Province. 

The peasant Choe Hong Sik attacked by surprise a tank unit of 
the US imperialist aggressor army that had occupied the Chokgo-ri 
and Mago-ri villages in Ryonchon County. He died a hero’s death 
after blowing up 13 enemy tanks. 

In this way our peasants, feeling it an honour and a pride to be 
real masters of the country and masters of land, stood firmly in the 
ranks of the all-people struggle during the Fatherland Liberation 
War, and displayed patriotic devotion and self-sacrificing spirit to 
defend the honour of the fatherland and the great revolutionary 
gains, overcoming the severe trials of the war under the utmost care 
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and great solicitude of the leader. Thus, they proudiy greeted the 
day of the historic victory in the great Fatherland Liberation War. 

The agrarian reform enforced in our country along the new, 
original line the great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim Il Sung 
had. set forth for the solution of the agrarian question by applying 
his immortal Juche idea, brought about a great change in the ideo- 
logical and spiritual traits of our peasants who had been subjected 
to oppression and humiliation in the past, gave a strong impetus 
to the overall social and economic development of the country and 
fully displayed its great vitality in surmounting the bitter trials of 
the Fatherland Liberation War and carrying it to a brilliant victory. 


* * * 


The agrarian reform was indeed a great historic change and 
its vitality was great. But this by no means meant the complete 
solution of the rural question. 

The great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said: 

“We freed the productive forces in agriculture from their feudal 
shackles and emancipated the peasants from exploitation and ensla- 
vement by the landlords by carrying out the agrarian reform in 
a thoroughgoing way on the principle of confiscating the land- 
lords’ land without compensation and distributing it among the 
peasants gratuitously. This was a revolutionary change of great 
significance not only in the speedy development of agriculture and 
the improvement of the peasants’ standard of living, but also in the 
strengthening of the worker-peasant alliance and the democratiza- 
tion of the country’s political, economic and cultural life as a whole. 

“The abolition of the feudal relationships, however, is but the 
first step in solving the rural question” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, 
Eng. ed., Vol. IV, p. 212). 

As the great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung said, the tremend- 
ous task of democratizing the country’s political, economic and 
cultural life as a whole was carried out through the agrarian 
reform, which demonstrated its great vitality in life, but the reform 
was no more than the initial step in the solution of the rural ques- 
tion. 

More tasks had yet to be carried out for the final solution of 
the rural question. 

On the basis of the historic success of the agrarian reform, the 
great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung showed the unique path to the 
continuous development of the rural revolution. 
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